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" By 


To the Reverend Mr. JOHN MASON, * 
— at DoRKING in SURRY, 
REVEREND and dear SIR, 4 
Was pleas'd when you inform'd me, 
that you had a Deſign to print a ne , 
Edition of the SgLECT REMains of 
your Reverend Grand- father. Iis 


very agreeable to hear, that the Spi- 


rit and Temper which runs through. 


that Bock, is fo far maintain'd amongſt 
us, that there are ſufficient Readers to 
5 theſe Remains to be re-pub- 


liſn'd. I have often tho't, that this 
Collection of ſhort. Sentences, under 


various Heads, are very proper to at- 


tend Chriſtians of the middle Rank of 
Life, either in the Parlour or the Kitch- 
en, in the Shop or the Work- Houſe; 
and for that End I have been a fre- 


quent Purchaſer of them, to diſtribute 


in Families, among private Chriſtians. 
By ſpending one Minute in reading 


theſe Sentences now and then, ſerious 


Perſons may find ſufficient: Matter o 
furniſh them with frequent pious Metli- 


tations in every Circumſtance of the 
Chriſtian Life; &they may be as happily. 


uſeful in cheRetirements of the Cloſet.. 


- FRE va and Manner appears to me 
much 
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much like that of the late Reverend Mr. Yes 


Henry,whoſe practical Works have been 83 
ſo univerſally eſteem'd. Tho' there is $&* 
not any Affectation of a Train of cloſe 


Reaſoning here, or magnificent & new # 
Ideas, which would tempt the polite and 
learned World to peruſe them; yet a 


ſerious Chriſtian of the higheſt Rank 


can hardly read many of theſe Sayings 
without an inward Reliſh and Taſte of 
dhe Truth of them. © _. - 1 
Ihe Letters to his Friends ſhew | 
the Reader, that the Writer's Heart } 
was always in Heaven, and may teach 
im upon every Occaſion to bring Reli- 
gion into his Converſe with his Friends, 
whether by writing or ſpeaking. 1 
Upon the whole, I cannot but con- 
ceive it to bean uſeful Service to Man- 
kind to have theſe Papers ſpread abroad 
in the World; that every Occaſion may 
be taken to ſupport a Senſe of ſerious 
Religion amidft the many Temptations | 

of this Life. And if you imagine, Sik, | 
that my Opinion may be of any Advan- | 
tage, you have my free Leave to make 

this Letter as publick as you pleaſe. | 


ectionate Brother, 


I am, Sm, Your aff: 
WATTS. 


and humble Servant, J. 
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mains ( who hath been dead 
7 now almoſt Fifty Y ears) Was 


Character in the Relig io 


£5 E Aubor of theſe Pe Re- 


| SHS a Perſon of as eminent @ 


World as moſt Ages have produc” d. He 
was by Principle a ; Conformiſt tothe Eftas 
bliſbd Church of England,” and died at 

Water- Stratford in the County of Bueks, 
A. D. 1694. having been Rebe * thar A 
Place twenty Nears, 
Hie was certa ny a Man of uncommon 
FTervour of Spirit in the Cauſe of God an 
Neligion. His Learning was conſiderabie, 
bis Capacity above the common Levely af] 

1 his Application extraordinary. Fr à deep 
ani continual Senſe of Religion Ahe, his 
Spirit he had not many "Equals ; and For 
an "IE and ras Zeal in the Ser- 

9. 7x." ; 
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and to the Heart. 
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8 Conduct out of it.. 
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_ The PREFACE. 

vice of Chriſt, he had few Superior. 
His Mind was ſuſceptible of the warmeſt * 
Impreſſions of Devotion. 


viour) ſeem'd to come from the very Bot- 
tom of his Soul; and the Impreſſion it 
made upon his Hearers was owing, 


* 
L 


Whatever he 
utter d ( eſpecially if it related to his Sa- 
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22 
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great Meaſure, to that which they e hs 


it firſt made upon bim. 


i The ſame is "Eſervable in his Writings. 3 


Me are touch d not only with the Force 


and Beauty of a fine Thought, but with 


the eaſy and unaffefed Manner in which} 
ſbews that it came) 
directiy from the Author's Heart; and it 
Moves us becauſe we cannot but ee i it 

mau d him. q 


it 1s 1 Which 


- His Stile is r ſtr 


to convey T warmeſt Sentiments 


„ , $000 0000 200000000 ed of 

— Si vis me flere, dolendum eſt 
1 
Neligion 


Primum ipſi tibi. 


ong, conciſe, and plain, þ 
- evbich of all others is certainly the fitteſt? 
from! 
But the Succeſs of his 
* Miniſterial Labours was not ſo much w- 
ing to his natural Oratory in the Pulpit, as 
ſtrict and exemplary Piety of his} 1 
F ever a Man made 


The PREFACE. Vi 
Neligion his greateſt Buſineſs and Plea 
ure, he did. How much he wy in his 

Element when at Prayer, appears from his. 
Sa- frequent Diſcharge of that Duty, viz. Six 
Bot- Times every Day as long as he was able ; 
n it twice by himſelf, twice with his Wife, 
n a and twice with the Family. The firſt 
vel 8 Poſture he was in every Morning as ſoon 
was he was out of Bed, was upon his Knees ; 
g. $ and the fame as ſoon as he return'd from 
wee Ja Fourney..---His Religious Converſe was 
vith neither 7 rced nor affeFed, hut accompa- 
ich nied with an eaſy and chearful Addreſs; 
ame and ſeem'd as natural to him, as worldly 
10 0 Diſcourſes were to others : Which made 
> it it not Burdenſome and Awful, but Agree- I 
able and Entertaining. _ | 
in, In his Sentiments of Church- Govern + 
eſt ment he was for the Eſtabliſh'd Form; 
om in his Sentiments of Doctrines he was for 
his the Calviniſtieal Scheme; but far from 
w- being a Bigot to either, as appeareth eſpe- 
as cially from thoſe Letters of his which are 
his inſerted in this Collection. His extenſive 
10% Charity ſeem d to ariſe from his. profound © 
7 Humility ; | Cenſorioufneſs being ever the © 
1 215 Off-/pring of Pride, as * is 
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ö vii "The PREFAC E. 
« Mr. Baxter ſaid, He was the Glory 
ce of the Church of England. Other 1 


* 
* 1 


« judicious Miniſters I have heard ſay, be 
That they never converſed with a 


«« Miniſter, Conforming or Non-Con- | 
«forming, that equall'd him. he 
c Frame of his Spirit was ſo heavenly, * 
cc his Deportment fo humble and 228 9 

and 
« little elſe could we hear from him) ſo 
c weighty, with ſuch apt Words and de- 
e Air, that it charm'd all tas # 
cs had any ſpiritual Reliſh. 


*< his Diſcourſe of ſpiritual Things 


I have often thought how happy it * 
0 for the Chriſtian Church, if inſtead of 
- contending about Forms and Speculations, 
ave could allunite in this humble, charita- 


Ble, & truly pious Temper, with which this. 


good Man was ſo eminently diſtinguiſh d. 


The Prevalence of ſuch a Spirit and Tem- 
per, I am ſure, is more wanted, and more 


to be wiſh'd for, by every good Chriſtian, 


than any of thoſe Things about which we 
generally ſpend our warmeſt Zeal. If we 


muſt he zealous, let us (as he did) turn 


| the Heat of our Zeal againſt Sin, and for 
_ the neceſſary and undiſputed Intereſt of | ö 


vital Holineſs, and then it will not be ſo | 
by NT _; 


\ 


The PRE FACE. ix 
Try | apt to | bind or miſlead us. If we cannot 
her all be of the ſame Sentiments, ve may all” 
ay, | be of the ſame Spirit.---But this is a Hap- 
1 a | Ipineſs rather to be deſired than expected, 
n- till ſome Divine Power more generally cor- 
"he - rect our Tempers, and give the buman Mind 
ly, Ya better Diſpoſition than what ſeems to 
ww, | Y 7revail at preſent. --- O ] when ſhall we 
nd. ceaſe to ſtrive about the Chaff, whilſt we 
fo ; neglect the Wheat ? When will Mankind 
be perſwaded to look upon, and embrace 
at | Chriſtianity, * not as a Set of Forms, 
bor a Scheme of Notions, but as a Divine 
Piceiplipe to reform the. Heart and 
Like „ 
JT The Author of theſe Remains had an 


He lov d to deliver a Thought in as fem 

| | and expreſſive Words as might be, as ap- 
i= | pears from theſe bis Religious Maxim, 
2 | and Sentences, the Reader is here preſen- 
| ted with: Many of them are eaſy and na- 
„ tural, maſt of them ſtrong and 3 
0 ; and all of 85 abb 2 Mines 
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The PREFACE. 


* th oſt Perſons are fond of Prover 5 ant | 


current Sentences, which generally paſs. :: E. 


Wt deciſrue Maxims in Converſation, 


Life. 


of their Children, Tam ſatisfied it would an- 


Fewer a very valuable purpoſe in the Religt- 


ous Lite. 
The ſerious Advice to Youth, as it 
plain and affectionate Perſwaſi ive 


- 4 (Cor 
ter a Ferſon hath convers'd thirty or £1 7 

Tears in the World, he finds himſelf fur- 
niſh'd with a good Store of theſe prudenti- 
al Apothegms; 4vhich he ſometimes ſerves © 
himſelf with to good purpoſe in common 
Tf fuch kind of Religious Sayings * 
as thoſe of Mr. Maſon, were but as famili- % ; 
ar tous as bur commonProverbs ; and if Pa- 
rents would but take the Pains to inſinuate 
them into, and fix them in the tender Minds is 
the 
1 ple 
the 
4 = 


and Directory to a Religious Conduct, 14 1 * 
hope it may be of Service, not only. to Ce 


Theſe to whom it is immediately adareſs'd, 
But to all who ſincerely defire to maintain. 3 
a conſcientious Walk with God. 4 


he Directions and Signs, c. may 


. be uſeful to doubting and diſcouragid Cori 1 
ſſtians; and to all who make C 


onſcience of 


\ the great Duty of Self-Examination,. and 
 Heſire to know the rue Habit and State 
KS 280 ny. 


, 
My | 
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3 The PREPACE. mn 
nd | Mr. Maſon was alſo very happy in his 
5: | 7 Fella Stile and Talent; and if the 
common Maxim may be credited, that a 


4 Man's true Turn and Genius may beſt 


ur- be known by his Letters; theſe which 
11. are here inſerted will abundantly confirm 


ves 'N y the Character L have given of this excel- 

ent Man, in moſt of which we meet with 

E ! the fame genuine Zeal, and unaffeted 

'- 3 Fervour, which animates the reſt of theſe 
4 Select Remans; -*;*- -:* 

Pe it be ſaid, that this way of Writing 

is too Laconick, and favours too much of 


n 7 the Point and Jing le of the laſt Age, % 
J pleaſe in this ; F have only this to reply, 


that I am as little an Admirer of thoſe poin- 
ted Conceits, and that. aff etted Ercho of 
Morde, which was reckon'd an Ornament 
Stile by ſome in the Beginning of the laſt ' 


ſerted into this Collection, for the fake of. * 
this falſe Beauty. If indeed a ſtrong and 


ay glowing Sentiment be ſometimes convby'd : 


i- in that kind of Language ( which, I think, 


is but ſeldom ) I held it niveh better: to'pre- - 
Jerve it for the ſake of the Thought, which | 
wh ſtrike maſt Perſons, than to omit * l 


* 


Century, as any on? can be. And 1 affure 
the Reader, that no Sentence hath beenin» 


a . 


* 


* The PREFACE. \- 
the Sake of the Expreſſion, which will of- 7 
end but few.---But it muſt be remember d 
that there is a wide Difference between an. 
affected Quaintneſs and a natural Turn. 
And when a ſtrong and beautiful dentiment 
is convey d in a ſententious and eaſy Stile, 
dh what is called a natural Turn, it 
will ever make a deeper Impreſſion, and 
be more pleaſi ing than the ſame Sentiment 
convey'd in luxuriant Language, and pro- ti 
lix Period; and will be eſteem'd more be 
elegant too, fo long as Brevity and Per- 
_  Hucutty are the Beauties of Oratory. 
However, bad this Collection more of | 
theſe little Defects of Stile, the pious Rea- 
der, I am ſure, would eaſily excuſe them, 
for. the Jake of that ſerious Strain, and 
Spirit of true Devotion, that runs through va; 
- #be Whole. The devout Chriſtian loves to $a: 
be animated and impreſſed with a ſtrong iy 
* Senſe of Divine Things in any way. And 
in moſt of theſe devotional Maxims the Rea- 
der will find ſuch a Life and Vigor, that 
I believe he cannot read them conſideratelyÿ, 
wit hout finding himſelf not only ſeriouſſy 
But warmly affefted. Tam ſure I have 
eften yielded to the Force of them my ſelf 
is Vel, "Rs and l 
then. 
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 - PREFACE. i 3 
of - © Them. And from the Effect they had 
r'd pon in) 0wn Mind, I judged they night 
an I be of Uſe to others, which is the only End 


2 


Had in making them public. 
Ihe whole of this Collection is principally E 
1 Intended for the Benefit of private Families, 
nd for thoſe Chriſtians who. deſire to have. 
d heir Hearts warm d with a Senſe of Religi- 
pn (the Neceſſity of which every true Chri- 
| tian of ten feels, and of the Want of which 
be often complains.) and who are not well 
F 22 to purchaſe larger Treatiſes. And if, 
y. / the Bleſſing of Almighty God, theſe 
F} leanings ( of that Viels from « hence we 
ea- night have cpected a larger Harveſt ) may 
he be ſubſervient to the Cauſe of real Religi- 
= n, and promote a Spirit eof true Piety, in. 
wh ſpard as well as outward Holineſ, I ſhall: 
7 *" : gave reaſon to be thankful; and ſhalt think® _ 
y Pains of POOR, and 833 wy FE 
ina | Well beſtowed. Fs 
e- = Ea CNY 1 Rn: 
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Of Religion in me. 
Of the Fear of God 
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Of the Love of Chriſt 3 
Of Saints, or true Believers 1710 
Of Sinners . 


Of Faith 


| 85 Hypocriſy 
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HOUGH few thats 55 thi 
care to be virtuous, yet fewer 


8 8 there are that wou'd not be 

latd ch counted ſo. 6 7 | 
nien : 5 Nothing bue what is ; God's | 

ic DUDE Diſhonour ſhould be our. 
ids Shame. 


ws | "We muſt not walk by Example, but by. r 3 
_ FaMule. 5 
They that drive away Time, bers u. 


ji 3 | | 
ele Jorſe. | 


' 
* 
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1 2 0805 58 uſeful 2 8 
4 As often as a Man lays out for God, he de 


lays up for himſelf. 
e have nothing that we can properly 


Call our own, but what we have reaſon to. ri. 
be aſhamed of, | 
We are never well informed of the Tiuth, 1 
till we are conformed. tothe Truth. A 
A Conceit of Knowledge is the greateſt [| | 
Enemy to Knowledge, and the Ix Ar- yo 
gument of Ignorance. Yor 


e remember many Things we ſhould 1 
forget (as Injuries, Difappointmeats, Sc.) Br 
but forget what we ſhould remember (viz. 
God and our Souls. 13 pot 

They that preſume moſt in [Profperity' are MW: 
Honeſt ſubject to Deſpair in Adverſit . ot 
Man may commend cher, but God may | 5 
condemn thee, 
When God paniſhecancther, he threatens | 
thee ; when he wounds Worber, he warns | 
thee. Fa. iz 
It is as great a Metcy: to be ocpferv'd.; in | 
Health, as to be delivered from Sickneſs,” 
If you mind nothing but the Body, you | 
toſs Body and Soul too. If you mind nothing | 
but Earth, you loſe Earth and Heaven too, | 
As they, who for every flight Infirmity | 
take PhyTick; to repair their Health, do ra- 
ther impair it; ſo they, who for every Trifle 
are eager to vindicate. their Character, do 
rather weaken it. 
Honeſty is the beſt Policy, and lanocence 
the beſt Wiſdom, PO Im- 
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en divers SUBJECTS. 7 
TS 1 Improve the Wit you have bought at a2 
he dear Rate, and the . you have gained I 


„by ſad Experience. 

erly Learn of Chriſt, who was fenbit ble of Inju- 

| to. Fries, yet patient under them. 

he lively but not light; ſolid bat not ſad. 
ith, | 3 Keep the Body under, but the Spirit „ 
EKeep ſuch Company as God keeps. | 
teſt What can you get by bad Company 7 KE 


Ar- you are truly good they will either taunt you 
or deſpiſe you. 5 
uld Þ Take heed of being infected vith the. 


3 


c.) Breath of a profane Heart. 
vix. ] Let the Body wait upon the Soul, And 
2 j both wait upon God, 
are Speak not well of your ſelf, nor il. ot 
others. 
may Speak of Peoples Virtues, conceal their In- 
I firmities: If you can lay 80; goods fay no ill | 
tens of them. i 
arns To render Good for Evil i is Gad like, ts 
render Good for Good is Man-like ; to en- 
der Evil for Evil is Beaſt- like; 3 20. render Evit we 
for Good is Devil-like, * . 
. Carry. yourſelf ſubmiſſively towards yout 
ing YSuperiors ; friendly toward your, Equals 3 
too. ¶condeſcendingly towards your Inſertots; ge- 
nity Inerouſſy towards your Enemies; and Wee 
ra- ly towards I.  Vees 
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4 Heuour & fe ful Sayings 
Of R ligion 1 iu general. 


11 ſignifies nothing to ſay we will not change 


our Religion, if our Religion change not 1. 


If a Man lives and dies a meer Profeſſor, 


it had been better for him if he had liv'd and 


dy'd a meer Heathen, 


je "The Duty. of Religion flows from A Prin- 

eie of Religion. 
It is; not talking, but nn with God, 

that gives a Man the Denomination of a 


Chriſtian. 
Darkneſs may as well put on the Name of 
Light, as a wicked Man the Name of a 
8 <agag i 

t is our main Buſineſs in this World to 


| Ae an Intereſt in the next. 


A Defire of Happineſs is natural, a Deſire 
of Holineſs is ſupernatural. | 


If God hath dane that Good for us which 
he hath denied to the World, we ought to do 
that Service for bim which is denied him by 

the World, 


If we are willing, God will help us; 3 


0 ſincere, God will accept us. 


A Serious Remembtance of God, i is E 


Fountain of Obedienee to God. 
It you forget God when you are Jelwg. | 


Gol may forget you when you are old. 
- When a Chriſtian conſiders the Goodneſs 
of God' $ W wonders that all the World 
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doth not walk in tbem. But when he con- 


ſiders the Blindneſs, and Depravity, and Pre- 
judice of the Heart by Nature, he wonders 


that any ſhould enter upon them. 


Make your Calling fure, and your Elec- 


tion is ſure. 


Uneven Walking, with a Neglect of : 


* Watching, makes a diſconſolate Soul. 


Four Things a Chriſtian ſhould eſpecially 
labour after, viz,to be Humble and Thankful, 
Watchful and Chearful.. 

If we would not fall into "hings unlawful 
we muſt ſometimes deny ourſelves i in thoſe 
that are lawful. 


Salvation then draws near to Man when 
it is his main Care. 


The Ordinances of God are the Means of 
Salvation ; but the God of Ordinances | is the 
Author of Salvation, 

Religion muſt be our Buſineſs, then it will 
be our Delight. | 
It will coſt ſomething to be Religious, it 
will colt more not to be ſo 

A Chriftian's Life is nothing elſe but — 


ſhort Trial of his Graces. 


Lukewarmneſs is the beſt Natural, but 4 


| worſt Spiritual Temper a Man can be in. 


There are few but are ſometimes in a ſeri- 


_ ousFit ; but how few are in a ſerious Fra 


who have an abiding Senſe of God upon cheir i 
Hearts e 7 3 25 27 ; 
5 | B 3 8 e It | 
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It is a voluntary Cannot that keeps the Soul 
| from God. | 
The Gate which Jeads to Life is a trait 


Gate, therefore we ſhould fear ; it is an open 


Gate, therefore we ſhould hope. 


Do the Lord's Work in the Lord's Time; 


pray whilſt God hears; hear whilſt God 


ſpeaks ; believe whilſt God promiſes ; ; obey 
whilſt God commands. 
That Man hath no Senſe of Mercy that 


| wants a Senſe of Duty. 
ö Two Duties muſt run through a Chri- | 
| _ Rian's Life, like the Warp through the Woo, 


Bleſſing and Truſting. 
Religion is much talk'd of, but little. un- 


derſtood, till the Conſcience hs awaken'd ; 
then a Man knows the Worth of a Soul ad 


e Want of a Saviour. - 
Then doth Religion fourith i in the. Soul, 


| when it knows how to naturalize ſpiritual 
Things, and to ſpiritualize natural Things. 


We may judge of our eternal State by our 
fpiritual State ; and of our ſpiritual State by 


. the delightful and cuſtomary Actions of our 


Lives. ; 


If we expect to live with Chriſt inHeaven,, 


we muſt live to him on Earth. 

We may expect God's Protedtion fo long 
as we keep within God's Bounds, 

Our Opportunities are (like our Souls ) 


very precious ; but if they are © lol they are 
| 1 loſt, C'S 


T hat 


q — 


Y 


Z , ledge of Go: - 


| 8 
| 


on divers SUBJECTS. 7. |} 


That Preaching that is plain, pure, pow- 
erful, and practical, Men are apt to diſſike. 

Religion begins with'a Knowledge of a 
Man' s Self, and is * with the BROW: 


This is a threefoldMyftery; a Goſpel 8 
liſned in the Midſt of an ungodly World; a 
little Church preſerv'd in the Midſt of Devils; 
and, a little Grace kept alive in the Midſt of a 
Corruptions. 1 

The Service of God is the Soul's' Work 1 
and the Favour of God is its Reward. 

A Man may be imperfect in his Obedience 1 
and yet impartial, _ | 

God never fails them that wait for him, 
nor forſakes them that work for him. 1 

It is a Sign of advanc'd Grace when Opi- 
nion is ſwallow'd up of e e 1 


r G 
ö | „ | | 
j 


That there En Ge my ut. 1 
conſidering the Manner of Propagation of || 
Mankind by Generation. Thus, 2 {2 
(1) There muft have been one fir fon... 4 

ö 
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(2) This firſt Man muſt have had ſome Ha- 
ker, (3) This Maker of him muſt himſelfbe 
unmade. Therefore, (4) There muſt have been 
eternally ſome unmade Being; & that is God. 
We may truly conceive of God, though we 
can't abe conceive of _ We may have 4 


bt 


ul 


| 


| | by what he bath wrought in us, 
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right Apprehenſions of him, though not an 


exact Comprehenſion of him. 
Then our Conceptions of God's Attributes 


are carnal, when our high Thoughts of one 


ives us low Thoughts of another. 


His Goodneſs makes his Majeſty amiable; 
and his Majeſty makes his Goodneis wonder- 


ful. His Love is not abated by his Greatneſs 
nor his Greatneſs by his Love, His Holineſs 
hinders him not from dwelling with the Poor 
in Spirit. | 

Nothing is great enough for bim to ad- 
mire, who is infinite Majeſty; nothing is 
mean enough for him to deſpiſe, * is in- 


finite Mercy, 
God deals with his Servants, not ! as a paſ- 


ſtonate Maſter, but as a compaſſionate Fa- 


ther. 
What pleaſeth God ſhould pleaſe us, be; 


* it pleaſeth God. 


A Sight of God begins a Saint on Earth, 
and perfects him in Heaven. 
Gad takes notice of every particular Man 


as if there were none elſe; and yet takes No- 


tice of all as if they were but one Man. 
God repented that he made Man, but ne- 


| | ver repented that he redeemed Man. 


We cannot live naturally without God, 


| how. then can we live happily without him? 


We may know what God intends for us, 


— 
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They that have God for their God have: 
Angels for their Guard. a 
Many have loſt for God, "bug: none ever 
loſt ) God. If they have loſt in Temporals, 
they have been eternal Gainers, Max. xix. 29. 
This is a ſure Rule; God never takes any 
Thing from his People, but he gives them fome- 
thing better in the flead of „ | 
God is a great God, and therefore we 
ſhould wait upon him ; he is a good God, 
and therefore it is not in vain to wait upon 


him. 
A Man may be a Worſhipper of the true 


God, and yet nota true Worſhipper of Gd. 


The loweſt Reverence is due to the higheff "© 
Majehy.. | 
Fear God for his Pol rruft him for his 


Wiſdom, love him for his Goodneſs, praiſe 
him for his Greatneſs, believe him for his 


— : 


Faithfulueſi, and adore him for his Holineſs. 
All Creatures are nothing compar'd with 
' | God, and abſaluely nothing without God. 


= Of the Fear of GOD. 


They that fear God leaſt have the grenef | 
Reaſon to fear him, + if 

| A Fear of departing from God is a good | 
I Means to keep us from departing from him. 
. The more we fear God, the 9 0 we Thall 
| fear Men. 3 2 
rie 
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They that will not fear God in Proſpe- 
rity, will be afraid of him in Adverſity. 


O the Preſence of Go. 


If God's earthly Preſence is ſo good, what 
is his heavenly Preſence ? 

If God's bein with us is ſo ſweet, Sac 
Is it to be with God? _ 


There is Joy in God's han Preſence, 
but in his glorious Preſence there is Falneſs 1 


of Joy. 
here are Pleaſures in ae to 
God here, but at his Right Hand there a are 
. for euvermore. 
The nearer we are to Chriſt, the nearer 
is God to us. 
. . ThePreſence of God's Glory 3 is in Hei 
. ven}; the Preſence df his Power on Earth, the 
a -Preſence of his Juſtice in Hell, and the Pre- 
$4 fence of his Grace with his People. - If he 
deny us his powerful Preſeſſte we fall into 


14 nothing ; 4 if he deny us his gracious Preſenee 
| | 
; 


| | we fall into Sin ; if he deny us his merciful 


Preſence we fall into Hell. 


A the Love of GOD. 


| If the Love of God ſet us on Work, the 
#8 Ges of * will pay us our Wages. 


| | 38 fore they ſhall endure to the End. 
35 He loveth them in his Son, and as his Son, 
| god 2p a8 be loveth his Son. 


1 1 2 +” | 
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God loveth his People to the End, there- | 


gs 


ſpe- 


We 


on divers Sonja 1 


We hated God without a Caufe, and be 
loved us without a Cauſe. 

Love begets Love. Tis a Flame that Sone 
municates itſelf, They that have much fer- 
given them, much done for them, much laid 
out for them, and much laid up for them, ; 


will Jove much. 
Our. Love to God is the Reflection of his 


6 Love to us; I. FJobn i iv. 19. We ove him be. 75 


— he firfl loved us. 


V CarisT. 


Chrift made himſelf like co ws: that he 5 
might make us like to himſelf. 
Chriſt muſt needs have died, how elſe 
could Sin be expiated, the Law ſatisfied, the 


Devil conquered, and Man be faved ? 


They that deny themſelves for Chriſt, 9 
ſhall enjoy themſelves In Chriſt. 
Mien had rather hear of Chriſt crucified for . 
them, than be crucified for Chrift; - 

If Chrift denied innocent Nane et of 
Love to us, ſhall not we deny corfugt- Nature | 
out of Love to him ? 4. 

. Chriſt by his Death appeared to bes the 
Son of Man, by bis Reſutrection he appeared 
to be the Son of God, 

Chriſt was the great Promiſe of the Old 


Teſtament, the, Spirit i is the great Promile * * 


the New. 
CheitsStrength'is cheChriftian'sStrength,”” 1 
i s 1 ſtand, 3 muſt: be our* 
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Foundation; if we would be ſafe, Chriſt muſt 


be our Sanctuary. 
In regard of natural Life, we 1 in God; : 


in regard of ſpiritual Lies Chriſt lives in 


Us, 


He that thinks he wc no need. of Chriſt. 


hath too high Thoughts of bimſelf ; he that 
thinks Chriſt cannot help him $ath too low 


Thoughts of Chrift.. 
Preſumption abuſes Chriſt, Deſpair refuſes. 


him. 


Chriſt ſatisfied God to the vitermoRt, and 


therefore can ſave Sinners to the n 


The Blood of Chriſt, which ſatisfied the 
Juſtice of God, may ſatisfy the Conſcience 


of an awakened Sinner. 


If Sin was better known, Chriſt would be 


better thought of. 


If Sin doth not taſte bitter, Chiift cannot 


- taſte ſweet. 
When INE is Hell, Chriſt i is Heaven. 5 


There is no Paſſage from Sin to Holineſs 
*till we are paſſed from Sin to Chriſt, _ 


- Chriſt may have an Intereſt in us, though 


we may not be able to fee, our Intereſt in 


him. 


ed to us, and now he entreats us to be re- 
conciled to God. | | 
God will give us nothine for our 1 3 


but he will N us. gothing, for, og of 5 
1 3 | None 


r gn —ð —— - — 0 


Chfiſt hath entreated God to be ene | 
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CH 255888 2 


on divert Suxjxors. 12 
None are ſo lew as Chriſt was, none ſa 


Jowly; none ſo loving. 


We may know what Chriſt hath donefar 
us, by what he hath done in us. 4 
Creatures die that our Bodies may lie, x; 
Chrift dy'd that our Souls may live. fs 

Our Judge, inſtead. of condemning us, 


fiepe from the Bench and died for us. 


Chriſt is to be a Believer's Fudge, and if he 
was to chuſe his J udge he could not chuſe a 
better Friend. = 

As God glorifies Chriſt i in Heaven, ſo the 
Spirit olorifies him on Earth, in the Hearts 
of Believers; \ 

A Believer's Comfort in living is to live to 
Chriſt ; and in dying i it is that he ſhall 0 to 
Chriſt. | | 

The Blood of Chriſt d upon the Heart is the | 


greateſt Bleſſing; upon the Head 1 is the great 5 


eſt Curſe. | 

It matters not who are our Accuſers if | 
Chriſt be our Advocate. q 25 
Chriſt's Blood * ( Ranſom, hey 
Chriſt's Spirit) nnn 


Chrift's Supper) (F eat,” 555 
TheLord' sDay) 1 Market Day: 
A Chriſtian may triumph i in the Death of 


Chriſt's Word jo the SouPs ( F ood, 


| Chriſt ; O Death ! where is thy Sting? 0 | 


Grave ö n is = 2 O Hill! Tanne 
ic 
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20 thy Terror? O World ! where is thy Malice? 
O Sin! where is thy Strength ? 0 * Soul { 
 Tuhere are thine Accuſers Md 
There is no Honour like a Relation to 
Cbriſt; no Riches like the Graces of Chriſt; 

no Learning like the Knowledge of Chriſt; 
and no Perſons like the Servants of Chriſt, 

_ Chrift executes the Office of a Prophet in 
our effectual Calling; ofa Prieſt in our Juſti- 
Kcation; and of 4 King i in our Sanctification. 
——— Let us then hear him as our Prophet; 
rely on him as our Prieſt; and obey him as 
our King. Think not the worſe of him 
for his Manger ot his Croſs. As he ceaſeth not 
to be Man in his higheſt Eſtate, ſo he was 
God in his loweſt, His Words were Ota-” 

cles, and his Works Miracles. His Life was 
a Pattern; his Death a Sacrifice; his Reſur- 
uy rection Glorious: his Aſcenſion Triumphant; 
bis Interceſſion Prevalent, and his Coming N 
| again will be Magnificent. All the Angels in . 
Heaven adore him; all the Devils in Hell . 


— —— — — — — ͤ Dw— — 2; _ - — — — „ - — 


fear him; and all the Sons and Daughters of - | 
Adam muſt ſtand before him. " 
| Own Chriſt's Perſon, love his Name, em- 
| | brace his Doctrine, obey his Commands, and 
| . ſubmit to his Croſs. His Perſon is lovely, | ; 
| 1 his Name is ſweet, his Doctrines are comfort- 5 
| able, his Commands are rational, and his | * 
| | | - Croſs honourable; ---- The very Angels ad- 1 
7 4 
5 


* mire _” and ſhall not rwe ——— 
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on divert SvzjreTs. 15 


WP ae Underſtanding will, not yeild _ 
that the Creature is ſo bad, and that Chriſt 


is ſo good I- 


O !- did we but Tags ME NR and our 


Saviour 10 We are Poor, but he is Rich x > We 


are Dead, but he is Life; we are Sin, EIT be 
18 Righteouſneſs; 3 we are Guiltineſs, but he 


is Grace; we are Miſery, but he is Mercy; 


we are loſt, but he is Salvation; - If we are 
willing, he never was otherwiſe. He ever 


lives, ever loves, ever pities, ever pleads. 
He loves to the End, and faves to the. Ut- 
— all that come unto him. | 


"on pathetical - Fant 2atiou! 70 


Sinners. 70 come to Cbriſi. 


Have you Sins, or have you none 7 16 
you have, whither ſhould you go, but to the * 


Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sins ef 
the World? Have you Souls,-or have you |} 
none? - If you have, whither ſhould ou 


go butto the Saviour of Souls ? Is there a 


Life to come, or is there not? - If, thexe is, 


whither Thould you go but to him, who only - 
hath the Wards of eternal Life is there a 


Wrath to come, or is there not If there 
is, whither ſhould you go but. to him, W woß 


only can deliver from the Wrath to . ? 


- And will he not receive you? ----- If 


he PER: himſelf into the Hands of them 1 | 
C 3 ar} 


* 
3 
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that ſought his Life, will he hide himſelf 


from the Hearts of them that ſeek his Mercy ? 


If he was willing to be taken by the Hands 
of Violence; is he not much more willing ta 
be taken by the Hands of Faith? He that 


died for thy Sins, will he caft thee off for 
thine Infirmities ?---O ! come, come, come! 
I charge you come I beſeech you 
come - come, and he will give you Life. 


Come, and he'll give you Reſt, Come, and 


He will receive you. Knock, and he will 


open to you. Look tohim, and he will ſave 


you.---Did ever any come to him for a Cure, 
and go away without it ? ---- Thou wouldſt 
find ſomething i in thyſelf ; but thou findeſt 


| Xmas. —— but what thou haſt reaſon to be 
aſhamed of; but let not that hinder, but 


further thy coming. --- Come as thou art; 
come poor, come needy, come naked, come 
empty, come wretched, only come, only 


believe; bis Heart is free, his Arms are open; 


tis his joy and his Crown to receive thee.— 
If thou art willing, he never was otherwiſe. 


Of the Love of CHRIST. 


Nothing grieves Chriſt more than to have 


huis Love ſlighted; nothing pleaſeth him more 


than to have it accepted. 
The Love of Chriſt is ſtronger than Death, 


(+: ſweeter than Life, and better than Wine, 
Every newSenſe of * adds new 


Degrees 1 „ e 


„ 


on divers Sunjzors. 8 7 


The Love of Chriſt hath a Height with- ' | 
out a Top, a Depth without a Bottom, a 
Length without an End, and a Breadth with- 


out a Limit, Eph. iii. 18; 19. | 
| Chriſt's Sorrows, Griefs- and Sufferings, 
can be paralleled with 2 but his Eove. 


Of Sa nints, or true Believers. 
God hath no Sons that are unlike Him- 


ſelf. 5 LY 


| Believers are Children of the PER Faiher, 
Members of the ſame Son, and Habitations - 
of the ſame Spirit, Fellow- Citizens, Fel- 
tow-Servants, Fellow- Soldiers, Fellow- Tra- 
vellers, and Fellow-Heirs. 7 
None are ſo eaſily acquainted,” fo cloſe... 
knit together, and ſo much endeared. to: one 
another, as real Chriſtians. s 
One true Chriſtian differs from another 
without Breach of Charity, as Friends love 2 
one another, though in different Garbs. ATED. 
It is not ſo conſiderable” in a Chriltian,/ ** 
what his rag ment | is, as what his Temper is. 
Hleart- Mar? is better than Head. mors; : 
and, it is a better Temper: to be fervent in "2 
Charity, than in Diſputes... , 
Bettey be a melancholy Saint, chang mad 3 
Sinner. [= 
If good Men are ſad, it is not-becauſethey | 


are 850, but beeauſe they are not better, 
5 e 3 Who | 
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God's Gold is the World's Droſs. They, 
of whom the World is not worthy, are 
counted not worthy to live in the World. 

If Believers are condemned by the World, 


condemned with the World. Sin may live 


in a Believer, but a Believer cannot live in 


Sin. It may loſe its Dominion, though not 


leave its Habitation. 
Ml | A good Man is ſo far acquainted with the 
Corruption of his own Heart; that, inſtead 


of condemning others, he is apt to account 


them better than kimſelf. 
A-Child of God had rather ten thouſand 
Times ſuffer for Chriſt, than chat Chriſt 
mould ſuffer by him. Fa 
The Imperfection of a Believer” s Sandti- 
Ates, makes him continually depend on 


Ohriſt for his Juſtification. 
When a Child of God thinks he can go 
1 alone, he is neareſt falling. 
A true Chriſtian may be weary in ſerving 
God, but he is never weary of ſerving him. 
He is neither afraid of dying nor living; 


he deſires to go to Heaven to ſee Chriſt, 
yet, is willing to ſtay upon Earth to ſerve 


Chriſt. 
If the Children of God did _ know 


What was beſt for them, they would perceive 


Is that God did that which | is beſt for them. 
Er Cluiltian | 


Babst & uſefl te 


"Whom God chuſes, the World refuſes. 


Jet them remember that they ſhall not be. 


Bf MM fare} & food et 
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Sonſe, not by his Promiſe ; 
Frame, and not by his conſtant Nature. 


en divers SUBJECTS. 19 
AChriſtian ſhall be here as long as he hath 
any Work to do for Chriſt, or as long as 
Chriſt hath any Work to accompliſh i in him: 
Chriſt will fit him for himſelf, and then 4 
take him to himſelf. 
A true Chriſtian lives like a 1 and 


begs like a Sinner. | 
All God's Children have received God's 


Spirit, whereby they are made humble, 9 3 
lieving and holy; humble in Regard of their 
Sins, believing in Regard of Chriſt, and holy 
in Regard of their Conſcience and Care to 


keep all God's Commandments. | 
A good deal of the Trouble of God's Peo— 
ple ariſeth from a Miſtake and Miſapprehen- 
fon of God: They judge of God by their 
by their own 


4 Saints have Groanings nene ſo 
they have Joys unutterable. 

A Chriſtian is what he is between God 
and his own Soul, 

All Saints have had their Doobfings "Dig 
vid, caſt me not off in mine old to Palm 
Jxxi. 9. Aſaph, will the Lord caſt off fat 
ever? and will he be favourable no more * 
Pfal. Ixxvii. 7. Peter, Lord, is it I? Matt. 
xxvi. 22. And Paul, left 1 foould be 4 Cafl- GS 
away, 1 1 Cor, xi, 27. - | 

But Believers, remember, tee be 


true ee Where there is 1g Comfort 5 
| | there 
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there may be Saving aith without Aſſu- 
rance. A Soul may be in a pardoned State, 
n in. a troubled State. Your Sins can 
{ never he triumphant, your Graves never de- 
cap, your Souls can never be loft, your Q od 
and you never be ſeparated, The Devil ſhall. 
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as ſopn pluck Chrift -out of Heaven, as out. 


of a Believer's Heart. He fits as faſt upon 
his Throne here, as there. The Devil 4 
not enter into the Herd of Swine witl. out 


Chriſt's N 3 and will he let him worry 


his Lambs? 8 
Believe firmly, hope joyfully, love fervent- 


ly, pray earneſtly, walk humble, work dili- 


gently, and wait quietly,. and Al] this will 


be raciouſly conſidered, 


l up, bold on, hald out; liold faßt Chet. 


which you have received ; ſtil} watch, ſtill 
pray, ſtill believe; fight and run, that you 
may obtain; tis but a little while, and he. 
that comes will come, and will not tarry ; 
tis but a little while, 55 your Warfare is 
iſhed, and your Iniquities ſhall be 


everlaſtingly ſeparated from you; your Sin 
and Sorrows, Teats and Fears, fled and gone, 


e forever ;. and you meet With an un- 
Sgeakable Reward, | _ 


Of Sinners. 
Are not they miſerable, who, if they had 
: tic Wiſh, could not be happy? | 


* 


They 
A ney 
f * 
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They that will not hear Chriſt ſay come 
#0 me, in a Day of Grace, ſhall hear him 5 
depar . from me, in a Day of Judgment. 

If we are Graceleſs here, we ſhall be 


Speechleſs hereafter. 


OA are firſt driven, then drawn to 
od 

The Converſion of a Sinner is a greater 
Wonder than the Creation of the World. 

If a Sinner's Thoughts be not changed by 
Grace, they will be changed hereafter ds 
Experience. | 

They that are leaſt ſerious, have the great- 
eſt Reaſon to be ſo; their Condition is aw- 


ful, and therefore their D* tion * to 


be ſo. 

Hatred is due to Sin, Compaſion to the 
Sinner, 

Sinners, if you will not hear God call w 
Day, you will harden your Hearts to Day? 


And, if you harden them to Day, God may 4 | | 


harden tnem to Morrow. If you will not 
ſet about Repentance to Day, God max 


juſtly deny you his Aſſiſtance to Morrow-. 


If you will not do that which God hatn 
enabled you to do, how can you look that 


he ſhould do that for you which, of yourſelyes':. 


you cannot do ? 


Don't think to begin to live, when thou h 


art ready to die. 12 
If you would not go to Hell, you muſt 


ws that * why have deſerved it. Let ' | 


1 


. 


Be 


— 7 e 


— 

7 
oo 489-4 - — 
— 


— 


. 
2 Le 
—— — — —— — LE. I T 
1 . e 
4 
2 — — - 


"® 
"i 


— — 


0 wr Howe ene 
* 
mo — — — 
— = © ls = — 
. ˙ A od Goo Gi AS AG 
— — — 
— rang ** 


— — 
* 
[| 


— 22 
— 


{+ I. 
FS en gs FL IEC. LEI. 
—ͤ—6᷑t — ä E—— ͥð 2mh. 
2 
Fa 


— Li * — — — —— — 


— 


— 
— — 


— 


— 
> 


. 
> — 2 — 


—— — — 2 
— u — 
7 71 : 


i | 


11 4 
— — —— — —ů——ů 7 * 880 — poces, 
\ 
F 


22 Devout & uſe ful $ avings 


Let not your Hearts flatter you, nor the- 
World comfort you, when God Gireatens 


vom,” ---- 
God tells you, if you repent, you mall 


Find Mercy; and will you not believe him? 
Becauſe thou haſt been a Sinner, wilt thou 


make God a Lyar? 
Sinners, you muſt be changed; if your 


Hearts be not changed for the better, your 


Condition will be changed for the worſe. 
The worſt of the Ways of God, are better 


than the beſt of the Ways of Sin, 


Of SIN. 


He that pleads for Sin, is an Advorate for 
His Accuſer. | 


God allows us any Thing but Sin. 
If Sin be in the F aſhjon,\ we muſt be out 


"0 of it. 


Then a Man hows himſelf. to has. A Chri- 


3 hechuſes rather to ſuffer than ſin. 

Sin digs Graves for Bodies, and kindles 

5 Hell for AT | 

That is a 3 Cauſe for Trouble, | 

5 that is the Cauſe of all. the Trouble in the 
World. 


Should not we groan for tbat which makes 
the whole Creation groan ? _,. 
Tf the Heart be under the Power of Sin, 


the Conſcience i is under the. Guilt of Sin. If 
en art not Purified thou art not pardoned. 


1 ox 2a 19:; 4 OIL 
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A Man can never leave Sin throughly, J 


til he loaths it heartily. 

We muſt be ſick of Sin, before we can 
be dead to Sin. 

There is no Sin a Man can be tempted 
to, but he will find greater Comfort in re= 


ſiſting than in indulging. 
How can we ſay that we love Cbriſt, if 


we love Sin, which was an Enemy to his 


Heaven. 


Our Sins cried : as loud: to 8 a8 the 20 
FJeros did to Earth, chat Chry La N be. cru- 


ciſied. 
80 to Gelgetha, EN fee what Sin did 


there. 


live te Sin. 

Chriſt died that our Sins _ die, 4 
our Souls live. 

Sin received its Rags] * the Death of . 


* Chrift ; but it doth not receive its Execu- 
tion til the Death of a Chriſtian. 


All our Sins ſhall not ſeparate between 
God and our Souls, if Unbelief dech not ſe- 
parate between Chriſt and our Souls, _ 
There is no Sin but what may be traced, 


up to Unbelief. a 


He that glories in n his Sin, glories in his 
Shame. ns 


1 N # 
1 15 x * 
* 


Chriſt did not die for Sin that we might s 


1 4 "oP . 2 
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Life and Soul when he was on Earth; and 
is an Enemy to his Glory now he is in 
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We ſhould be aſhamed of Sin, but not 
aſhamed to take Shame for Sin. 
Get this Principle into your Hearts ; 


there is nothing got by Sin, nor loſt by Holineſs. | 
By ſuffering we may avoid ſinning; but 
by ſinning we cannot-avoid ſuffering. ”>- 
70m that truly fears God, is afraid of Sin; 
He ſees more Evil in it than in all the Evil 


in the World — 

If we be not humble for sin, we derogate 
from the Majeſty of God; if we diſpair un- 
der it, we 2 from his Merey. 

One that is ſincere hates Sin in himſelf, 
and laments it in others. 


Our Hatred of Sin muſt be irreconcile- 
able, and our Endeavours againſt it perpetual. 
The Sins of the Wicked anger Chriſt, the 
Sins of his People grieve him. | 
Want of Sorrow for Sin, more argues 
want of Love to Chriſt, than the Sin itſelf, 


Sin is a Believer's Banks and Wound, but 
Chriſt is his Cure and Comfort. 
- Sin is the Sickneſs of the Soul, and Chriſt 


| the only Phyſician, that can cure it of the 


Leproſy of Profaneneſs, the Fever of Con- 


eupiſcence, the Dropſy of Covetouſneſs, the 
ympany of Pride, the Lethargy of Luke- 
warmneſs, the Frenzy of Faffon, and the 


Palſy of Unbelief. 


Hatred is Heart - murder; Luſt is Heart- | 


ora ;3 and Covctouſnck Heart-ſtealing. 
_ - 2» ow 


5 on divers gunlrers. 20 
How tender is our Fleſh ? How hard our 


Hearts? i. e. How much more fenf ble are we 


of Suffering than Sin ? 
We ſhould fear to think That before God; 


which we are afraid to do before Man; Sr : 


God knows our Hearts better than any Man 
knows our Faces,  \ 
Vain Thoughts are Sin? 8 Advocates, and 
Chriſt's Adverſaries. 
God is ſo holy, that he would. not ſuffer - 
ſuch an Evil as Sin; but that he is ſo w/e 
that he can bring Good out of it. 


Of REPENTANCE. 


Repentance begins i in the Humiliation of 


the Heart, and ends! in the Reformation of 
the Life. 0 


Though we want Power to repent ; yet 
we do not want Means to repent, nor Power 
to uſe theſe Means. 

He that repents of Sin, . as Sin, goth i im- 
plicitly repent of all Sin. 

Let not ſinful Pleaſures prevent godly 
Sorrows. 

An humble Confeſſion of Sin brings 
Shame to ourſelyes, but Glory to God. 

You cannot repent too ſoon. There. is no 
Day, like To-Day. Yeſterday is gone, to 
Morrow is God's, not your own, And „think 


how fad it will be to have your Evidences -. 


io when your Cauſe i 1 to be . 


Ke 


. 
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have your Oil to buy, when you ſhould have 
it to burn ! 
Let the Hopes of Mercy encourage to the 


Exerciſe of Repentance. 


* Turn to God, and he will ty turn to you; 
and then you are happy, though all the 
World turn againſt you. 


If we think amiſs of Chriſt, we ſhall never | 


believe : If we think well of Sin, we ſhall 


| Yever repent, 
If we put off our Repentance to another 
Day, we have a Day more to repent of, and 


a Day leſs to repent in, 
If we ſtudy to honour God, we cannot do 


it better than by confeſſing our Sins, and 
| lazyng ourſelves low at the Feet of Chriſt. 


Godly Sorrow is the Sorrow of Love ; the 


Melting of the Heart: Love is the Pain and 


Pleaſure of a mourning Heart. 

The EvangelicalPenitent loves and grieves. 
** Alas ( /aith he ) that I, who am as high 
& as Heaven in Privilege, ſhould be as deep 


** as Hell in Iniquity ! Inſtead of repenting, 
have ran farther. on Score Inſtead 


of honouring God, I have diſhenoured 


„ him ! Inſtead of pleaſing him, I have pro- 


« voked him ! Inftead of following him, 
5 I have forfaken him !---O what Bowels 
„ have I grieved ] How can] ſin againſt my 
Jeſus |. Shall I deny and crucify my Sa- 
„ viour-! He was crucified for me, and 


* 


„ ſhall 


1 
% 


ce 


Ce 
6 


oh ſhall he be crucified by me ? Shall I wound 
<« his Heart, and pierce his Side again, and 
e give him Cauſe to ſay, theſe are the Wounds 
5 1 received i in the Houſe of my Friends.” 


Of FaiTH. 


Reliance f is the Eſſence of Faith, Chrift is 
the Object, the Word is the Food, and Obe- 
dience the Proof : So that true Faith is a 
depending upon Chriſt for Salvation in a Way 
of Obedience, as he is offered in the Mrd. 


The true Tears of R flow from 


the Eye of Faith, 


F bbugh Faith be neceſſary to our Jufti- | 
fication, "good Works are neceſſary to our 
Salvation. : 
We muſt derive our Works from Faith, 
and demonſtrate our Faith by our Works. 

God is often pleaſed to imbitter a Life 
of Scale, that he may indcar the Life of 


Faith. 


A ſtedfaſt Faith begets a conte t Peace. 5 


The more Faith, the more Humility. 


Keep good Principles, and they will keep 


Ou. 


but they mult firſt believe, and then ſee. 


As Believers live upon Chriſt by F _ ſo f 


they live e him by Obedience. F 
| D 2 | Jab ; 
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Men would firſt ſce, and then beliete 3 oy 
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Juſtifying Faith is always attended with 
univerſal Obedience. 

There is a Difference between contending 
for the Faith, and babling for a Fancy, 

Aſſurance ſets the Notion of Faith too 
high, Aſſent too low. 

There is as much Difference between Faith 
and Aſſurance, as there 1 is between the Root 
and the Fruit, 

There may be Joy wht Faith, and 
there may be Faith without Joy. 

Human Faith is founded upon Probability 


divine Faith upon Certainty. 


If the Exerciſe of Faith be the Care of 
your Souls, the End of your F aitth will be 
the Salvation of your Souls, 


Of Humility. 


To be low is the ſafeſt and tied Po- 


| fture for ſinful Creatures, 
Tt is the Creature's Honour to abaſe 1 | 


ſelf before the moſt high God. 

God had rather ſee chi Children humble 
for Sin, than proud of Grace. 0 

If Men did but know themſelves more, 
they would be more humble. 

They that are Os are content and 


thankful. 
| An humble Pier is a x charitable & quiet | 
28 A | LEY 
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Judge thyſelf with a Jugement of Wet 
rity, and thou wilt judge others with a Judg- 


ment of Charity. 


To humble ourſelves, is the only Way bw; 


riſe. 


29 Ry 


Believers muſt be an for Sin par- 
doned, and becauſe it is pardoned. 


When Paul was a Phariſee, he thought 


he was blameleſs ; when he was a Chriftan, 
Before, any _ but 


the Chief of Sinners: 
Chrift ; now, none but Chr iſt 


It Chriſt bumbled himſelf to Honour our 
Nature, we ſhould humble 2 to ho- 


nour his Name. 


Neither all the Derih in Hell, nor all the 


Temptations of the World, can hurt that 


Man that keeps himſelf bumble and degend- 


ing on Chriſt, 


It is no Hamiliation to aggravate. 'Sin 


above Chriſt's ſaving Power. 


Deſpair is a Corruption of Humifaibn! 
*cis a counterfeit Humility, a ſullen Pride, 


the Covert of a hardened Spirit. 


That is true Humiliation, which ( like a 
| Harbinger ) makes Way for Chriſt, and : 


throws the Soul at his Feet. 


Our Saviour was a Preacher and N | 


of Humility : 


loweſt Hearts, 


He did fo admire it, that he 
ſet them in the higheſt Fe "yy that had be ' - 


None ſo high and glorious as Chrift, yet 


none ſo meek and low! V. 
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Of CONTENTMENT. 


_ Humility i is the Mother of Contentment. ö 


ment, ariſes from the outward Condition, 


We The deeper your Ea the 
= eaſier is Self-Refignation. 

11 They that deſerve Nothing ſhould be con- | 

1 | tent with any Thing. | 

˙àVV  _ Bleſs God for what you have, and truſt 

[| | - God for what you want. 

11 | We muſt commit our Souls to God's _ 
1 | keeping, and ſubmit ourſelves to God's diſ- i 
W | poſing. | | 
1 We ſhould . his revealed Will, and | 
W | then be reſigned to his providential Will. 
If we cannot bring our Condition to our 

Mind, we muſt labour to bring our Mind to 

FE our Condition, 25 

14 Neither Contentment, nor Diſcontent- 0 

1 

Ii 


but-from the inward Diſpoſition. : 
If x Man is not content in that State he 8 
ie in, he will not be content in any State 1 
| | be would be in. - 
_ Of PrIDE. 
1 Fo be ſure a Man is proud of That which | 
| he ſcorns another for the Want of. b 
i That which a Man envies in another, 2 
1 he would be proud of, if he had it himſelf. ] 
Pride is founded on Error and Sel 15 Ene- 
> RI 2 1 


/ 


| Some 
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Some are proud of what they are, others 
of what they are not. 
There is a fullen Pridein not acknowledg- 
ing Benefits. 
A Man may be poor in * JR proue - 
in Spirit, 
- There may be Pride in Rags, in 5 ſolemn 
Look and lowly Carriage: 
Sad had rather his People ſhould fare 
poorly, than live proudly. 
How can'ſt thou be Judge of another's 
Heart, that doſt not know thine own ? | 
= the firſt Step Heaven-ward isHumility, 
ſo the firſt ſtep Hell- ward is. Pride, 4 
Pride counts the Goſpel Fooliſhneſs, but 
the Goſpel always ſhews Pride to be ſo. | 
Pride is a Sin that will riſe out of the Aſhes 
of other Sins, | 
Folly. is the Beginning of Pride, and 
Shame ſhall be the End of it; either penitent 


Shame, or penal Shame ; either temporal Re- 3 


pentance, or eternal Puniſhment. ON 

Shall the Sinner be proud that is going to 
Hell? Shall the daint be proud that is new 
ly ſaved from it? 

Thou that can't call nothing: thine own 
but Sin and Shame, art thou proud ? Duſt . 
and Aſhes, proud A Worm, and 3 8 
Emptineſs, and proud? Periſhing, & proud 

It is unreaſonable for the Creature. to * 
proud, much more the Sinner. e 13 
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Of HyreocRIsy. 


AnH ypocrite is one that neither is what 


he ſeems, nor ſeems what he is, 


An Hypocrite is the Picture of a Saint ; 


but his Paint ſhall be wafh'd off, and he {ball 


appear in his own Colours. 

God is good in Earneſt with us, we ought 
therefore to be ſo with him. 

An Hypocrite is hated of the World for 
ſeeming a Chriſtian, and hated of God for 


not —_ one. 


Of IDLENEss. 


Libenes is the Mother of r wanton 
Children. 
They that do nothing, are in the ready 


| Way to 340 that which is worſe than nothing. 


If we hide our Talent in the Earth, we 


' ſhall loſe our Treaſure in Heaven. 


A Chriſtian ſhould never ſay, he hath No- 
| thing to do. 
It was not for Nothing that we were cal- 


led out of Nothing. 


J the SOUL. 


It matters not what a Man loſes, if he 


: faves his Soul ; but, if he loſe his Soul, it 
| mattes not what he Re. - 


# | i 


They that are leaſt ſenſible of their Soul's 


Wants are moſt miſcrable, 
/ | Tis 
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Tis our greateſt Wiſdom to be tenderly | 
watchful over the Frame of our. Spirits; to 
obſerve what helps it, and what injures it. 

If you loſe your Time, you loſe your 
Hopes; and if you loſe your Hopes you loſe 
your Souls; and when your Souls are loft, 
they ſhall never be ranſomed; vhen your 
Hates are loſt, they ſhall never be recovered ;, 
and when your Time i is loſt, it ſhall never be 


Pk: redeemed, 


07 12 Haar and Confience. 


The ſoft Mercies of God will break the 


hard Heart of Man. 


An hard Heart is not fo ſoon broken,” as 8 ff 


2 broken Heart is bound 8 
It is better to have a good Conſcience, and 


be cenſured, than to have a bad ones and be I 


flattered, x7 
We muſt * the Warnings of Conſei- \ 
ence, or we ſhall feel the Woundings of Con- 5 


ſcience. 


A Word from God, Loe from Chriſt; - 
a Touch from the Spirit, will 225 the 0M 
Heart. | 


Of GRACE." 2 
The Notion of Free- Grace may make 


from Sin, 


| Perſons diſſolute, but a "Oe of 1 ut Tl: . 


— ——— — rea ents. £. ins 


as Chriſt w 
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The Goodneſs of God reſpects our Empti- 
neſs, the Grace of God our e, and. 


the Mercy of God our Unworthineſs. 


W hat Sin is there, which Grace cannot 


. pardon 7 ? What Heart is there, which Grace 

Cannot ſoften ? What Soul is there, which | 
| Grace cannot ſave? . 
All Grace flows from Chriſt united to 


the Soul ; as all Life flows from the Soul 
united to 'the Body. 


The more God's Juſtice was declared to- 


wards his Son, the more was his Mercy 


| magnified towards the Sinner. 
| God humbled his Son to exalt his Grace. 


Saul was npt ſo free in perſecuting Chriſt, 
in pardoning Pe 


Bleſs God for. Chriſt, Chrift for the — 


rit, and the Spirit for Grace.. - 
. Foffibly a Chriſtian's Enemies may fool 

him of li common Mercies; but they ſhall 
never rob him of his Covenant Mercies. 


God's Faithfulneſs 9 5 his 


Mercy drew the Covenant; F Acheleſfe 
keeps it: Mercy call'd | us'; Faithfulneſs 


IS Mercy promiſed. 


will not caſt us off, 


Common Mercies may be ſweet, but 


Covenant Mercies are ſure. 
Abuſers of — are Treaſurers up.of 
Wreath, i 


<2 
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If thou wert worthy, thou could'ſt have 
no Mercy. 


Lhere is Grace in the Deſire of Grace, as 


there is Sin in the Defire of Sin, 
You that have found Mercy,ſhew Mercy. 
Though God in Mercy hath done great 


Things for you, yet conſider what in Juſtice 


he might have done to you, 


Whilſt we carry a Senſe of Grace in our 
Conſcience to comfort us, let us carry a 


Senſe of Sin in our Memory to humble us. 


We can never bleſs God enough for his | 


Patience, that hath kept us ſo long out 


of Hell; nor for his Mercy, that fo earneſt- 


ly ipvites us to Heaven. . 


All thatare choſen, are Veſſels of Mercy; : 
all that are regenerate,. are Patterns of 
Mercy; all that are ſav'd, are Monuments 


of Mercy ; and the Work of Heaven, is to 


ſing the loud Praiſes of Mercy. | 
It melts the Heart to think that Ged is as 


full of Mercy, as I am of Sin; he is as free 
to forgive, as I am to offend ; be hath daily 3 


Miercies for daily Sins, 


The Heart of Man is ſoch A Laval Soil, 


that no Gaod can grow therein, unleſs Al- 
mighty Grace plant it. 


Grace is an immortal Seed, caſt into an 5 
- immortal Soil, that wage” forth immortal 
Fruit. „ E Eo 
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3 TEMPTATIONS. 


8 are Inſtructions. 


Way to eſcape a Croſs. 


1 Way by his ſupporting Mercy, or find a 


ercy. 


his Guard, 
againſt Sin. 


Tempter prove a Tormentor; if you follow 
the Spirit, you will find the Counſellor 
prove a Comforter. | 


Of the Wanna 


If the World be our Portion here, Hell 
4 will be our Portion hereafter. 


love it. 


'The World promiſes Comforts, ond; Pays 


Sorrows. 


with Care, or ſurfeit with Delight. 
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He is over-wiſe that goes out of God $ . 


God will either keep his Saints from Temp- 
tations by his preventing Mercy, or in I emp- 


Way for their Eſcape by his delivering 


A Chriſtian that lives here among his 
Enemies, ſhould never ſtir abroad without 


Satan tempts to Sin, the Spirit counſels . 


If you follow, Satan, you will find the 


We muſt neither leave the World, nor 


Riches and e will either kill 


World for Ck 


an i divers SUBJECTS. 37 
Bu not proud of Riches but afraid of them, 
leſt they be as Silver Bars to croſs the Way | 
to Heaven. = 
We put a Price upon Riches, but Riches ff 
cannot put a Price upon us. 8 
We muſt anſwer for our Riches, but our | 
Riches cannot anſwer for us. | 
Kiches are as indifferent Things; good oer 
bad, as they are uſed: Be then as indifferent 
to them, as they are to you. 


If there be too great an Affection for any 1 


Thing here, there will be an alpen Af- 
fliction. . 
*Tis a fad Thing hin aMan can hive ne. 
SN but in Diverſions, no J oy but in 
ting himſelf, _ Y 
— the Men of the W orld, but not the 9 
Thing of the. World, 
To have a Portion in the World, is a 
| Merey; to have the World for a Portion, i is 4 
a Miſery, 3 


Whatever we niake 4 an Ldot -of, will be — 3 


Croſs to us if we belong to, Chriſt; 3 Curſe — 
to us if we do not. 5 
We ſhould endeavour to paſs through this | 
World with a chearful Indifferency. 3 
\ Covetouſneſs betray'd our Saviour, Envy ." 
accuſed. him, and the F riendſhip of _T 


World condemned him. 


Man is not made for wy World, but the 25 : 


11 


- 


38. Devour& uſeful Sayings 
It is our Buſineſs in this World, to ſecure 

an Intereſt in the next. 

1 The Things of the World, the þ more they 
are known; the leſs they are admired: ; but 
the Things of God, the more they are known 

W the more they are admired: 

There is no miſs of the Oivarurs; where 

there is a full Enjoyment of the Creator. 

thou art not afraid of the World, fear 


* er 


thou art a F riend of the World, & an Ene- 
my to God. | 
| As you love your Souls, but the 
World ; - it hathſlain its Thouſands, and ten- 
I Thouſands. What ruined Lot's Wife? the 
World. What ruined Frdzs ? the World. 
I What ruined Siaen {agus * the World. 
What rained Demas? the World, And, 
I hat jhall it profit a Man, if be gain the whole | 
orld, ant loſe his own Srul ? Matt. xvi.26. 

To peak the Pruth freely ; | Riches are 
Duſt, Honours are Shadows, Pleaſures are 
| Bubbles, and Man a Lump of Vanity, com- 
pounded of Sin and ors 5 


Of the ord of God. 


The Word of God muſt be nearer to us 
- than our Friends, dearerto us than our Lives, 
ſweeter to us than our Liberty, and pleaſan- 
ter to us than all earthly Comforts. © 
Take the Candle of God's Word, and 

. ſearch the Corners of your Heart. 
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on » divers SU3jzcTs. 30 


We ſpeak to God in Prayers God peaks © 

to us in his Word, | 

, Two Things are to de wemble i at; the + 
Preſence of God which fills all Places, and 

the Word of God which reacheth to all 

Times. 

All Ae againſt the Word of God © 
are Fallacies ; all:Conceits againſt the Word 
are Deluſions; all Deriſion againſt the Word 
is Folly z and all Oppolition inst the 
Word: is Madneſs, 

When God threatens; that's E Time to 
| repent ; ; when he:promiſes, that's a Time to 
r 3u'2 when he commands, that's a Time 
to 0 - 
= Ban e e of the | 
Word of God, he would tremble, and fy 10 
1 the Promiſes for Refage. : 

As · Chriſt came out of his F ather '«Boſom, 
:- fo the Promiſes came out of Chriſt 8. Side. 
The Church cannot live without Faith, 
and Faith cannot live without the Promiſes. 
We have leſs Power to ſtand than our felt 
Parents, but we have better Promiſes. 
Whatever Promifes F. aith takes hold of, . 
it makes the good Thing there promiſe to 
be brown. a 
| God's Promiſes are aDefenc* zgainſtMan 2 


My ks . 2 8 Ae: Tue 
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40 Devout & uſeful Sayings 


| & The Promiſes of the Goſpel are ſealed to 
us by the Oath of the Father, the led of 
the Son, and the Witneſs of the Spirit. 


W 
The moral Law was weak through tbe « 

| F leſh, the ceremonial Law was fo in its o ¹ mm 

| Nature; ; but Chriſt as the End of the mo- 

| ral Law to fulfil it, and the Eud of the 

|- ceremonial Law to anſwer its Intention, by " 

offering hiniſelf 2 Sacrifice. 1 


Chriit was God's righteous Servant to per- 


form all the Duties of the moral Law ; and 


BY our devoted Sacrifice to vu al V rhe Penalties E 
Kit.. 85 =: 
By the Law is the n of Sin, by f 


14 . , the Goſpel i is the Knowledge of Chriſt. 

So hath written a Law, and a Goſpel; 

the Law to humble us, and the Goſpel to ? 

comfort us; the Law to caſt us down, and 

the Goſpel to raiſe us up; the Law to con- f 
h 
h 


vince us of our iſery, and the Goſpel to 
convince us of his Merty ; the Law to diſco- 
ver Sin, and the Goſpel to diſcover Graze 
and Chr iſt. 


Of. PROVIDENCE. * be 


14 l bg ee are Re FAA dark Texts that ; 
Y l want an Expoſitor. : PLE. 
KF | Gad's Provid ence fulfils his Promille 

Count 0 
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af 
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nt 
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| he fear Trouble. 


5 When God is es. us, let us. endea- 


» / 1 þ N F * 
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on divers SUBJECTS." 41 
Count every Day, as well as you can, 
the Providences of God towards you that 


Day. 
Without God's Providence nothivg falls 


out in the World; 3 without his Commiſſion / f 


nothing ſtirs; W kis Day nothing. 


of Arrlierlos. 


Tis a —_ Sign to *: without Chaſtiſo- | 


ment, than to be under Chaſtiſement. 


| Two: Things ſhould comfort ſuffering: 


Chriſtians, viz. all that they ſuffer is not 
Hell; yet it is all the Hell they ſhall ſuffer.. 


Afflictions are not ſo much threatned, as 


promiſed; to the Children of God. * 
To be a Chriſtian, and 4 ſuffering Chri- þ 
ſtian, is a double Honour. * 


By AMiQion God ſeparates the sin _ 


he hates, from the Soul which he loves. 


The more a Maa. fears Sin, the leſs will ' 


Afflictions are of God's ſending, but of. 
Sins deſerving. 
Sin is the Poiſon, Affliction the Phy fick. 


vour to humble ourſelves, 
May every one do whas * will with his 
an; but God? 


— 


0 
% 

WW 
g r x £2 

b , F... +a 


3 * 


42 Nevbin & f 4 


71 the Seryants of Chriſt are never ſo low ; 
yet his Heart is with them, and his Eye 
upon them. | 
God takes it unkindly when we grieve 
too much for any outward: Thing; becauſe 
*tis a Sign we fetch not that Comfort from 


| 3 him which we ſhould. 


Though the Hand of God may be via 

you; yet, the Heart of God may be towards 
ou. 

d What if the Providouce of God croſs you, 
if the Promiſes of God bleſs you? | 
What is bearing a temporal Croſs, to the 
wearing an eternal Crown, 
Our Enjoyments are greater than our 


l & AMiQions, and our Afflictions leſs than our 


11 Bert, God will Nep. 


— 


Sins. ö 
Our Sufferings ould ſtir up our Graces, 
a well as our Griefs, 


Of Prayer. 


Fill up the void Spaces of your Time with 
Meditation and Prayer. 

They arg the ſafeſt who are molt i in their 
Cloſets; who pray not to be ſeen of Men, 

but to be heard of God. 

Prayer doth not conſiſt in gifted Ezpreſ- 
ſions, and a Volubity of Speech; but in a 
Brokenneſs of Heat. 

Tmperfe& broken Groans, from a broken 


+ ! 
„ % 


on ne Soslzers. 43 
An hard Heart cannot pray; a broken 


Heart is made up of Prayer. | . 
It is a Comfort to Chriſtians apart to 


think their Prayers meet before a Throne 


of Grace; and their Perſons ſhall meet 
before a Throne of Glory. 
There wants nothing but a believing 
Prayer to turn the Promiſe into a — | 
mance, 
God is a great God, and therefore he will 
be ſought ; he is a good God, and therefore 
he will be found. 8 
W henGod pours out his Spirit upon Man, 


then will Man pour out his Heart before 


God. 
He that lives without "RES or prays 
without Life, hath not the Spirit of God. 


Prayer doth not conſiſt in the Elegance 


of the Phraſe, but in the Strength of ide . 
Affection. | 
Where there is a willing Heart, iden will 


be a continual crying to Heaven for Help. 


Pray that, you may Pray. 
Waiting upon God continually will abate 1 


your unneceſſary Cares, and e your 


neceſſary ones. 

God counts all the Steps: d we take to the 2 
Throne of Grace, and all the Minutes of :. 
our waiting. oY 

Let nothing get ech Heaven and | 
hk but Chriſt. Z 
5 * rayets 2 
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SY Ape ap uſeful Coping 
Prayer, if it be _ AS A Lak, is no 
Prayer. 
Sin W AMiQion quickensit it. t 
The ſame Spirit of Faith which teaches a 


-Q ie 


Man to cry earneſtly, teaches him to wait L 
_paticatly : For, as it aſſures him the Mercy 
| Iv in the Lord's Hand; fo it aſſures him, 
ip ie will be given forth in the Lord's Time. 
The Breath of Fuer comes from the | 5 
Life of Faith, ” 
Whatever you want go to God by Faith 
and Prayer, in the Name of Chriſt, and ne- 1 
ver think his Delays are Denialss. 1 
They that ſpend their Days in Faith and x 


Prayer, ſhall ond - their Daya" in Fears, and 
. . 55 


Of ETERNITY. 


| Look backwards, and. Time was when : 

% Souls were not; look forwards, and Our \ 

„Souls will be when Time ſhall not. X 

Who would not deny himſelf for a Time 

tat he may enjoy himfelf forever? ] 
* What is dbe ond to them that are in the 

1 an where our Bodies muſt ſhortly be ? 1 
Or to them that are in Eternity, where our 

Souls muft ſhortly be ? \ 


Remember you are at the Door 11 Eterni- | 
' ty, and have other Work to do than to trifle t 
| away: Time.; thoſe Hours which you ſpend. 
nin your Cloſer, are the ws Spots.of all 
1 | Your 
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* your Time, and will have the ſweeteſt Influ- , 

mo ence. upon your laſt Hours. 2 

5H Our Life is a Paſſage to Eternity; jt ought 

Its to be a Meditation of —— > und Pre- 

by | paration for 1 f | 

a The lon zeſt Tabs I is a „ Death, ” 

= x: Fat Infancy dies, then Childhood, then 

he VPoath, then Manhood, then old Age ; ; and 

then we make an end of dying. | 

th Though thou may'ſt have been nearer 

e- | Death ( in thine own Apprehenſions ) than 
thou art now; ; yet it is certain, Death was 

id never ſo near to thee as it is now. 

pd Man does not die becauſe he is made of 


Earth, buf becauſe he is infected with Sin. 
Death to a Chriftiap, i is a putting off Rags 


for Robes, 

en We need not be Abend of that now, 
ar. \ which we are ſure we ſhall not tepent of 
1 When we come to die: 
ns | As the King of Terrors leaves us, fo the 
5 Day of Terror will find us. 
he Death will be very terrible to bim who 
£ dies not in his Thoughts daily. | 
Ur There is nothing terrible in Death, but 
what our Lives have made ſo. 
48 "Tis Death to many to think of Death; ” 
le they are as unwilling to be led into a Di. 
0, ff coutſeof Death, as Children into the dark : 


The 


ern 


46 Devout & 22 ful Sayings 


The Thoughts of it are no- more we 
to them, than Moſes was to Pharaoh; x 
whom he ſaid, Get thee from me, and let me 
fee thy Face mo more, Exod. x. 28. th 

Death ſhuts in the Light of this World, N 
and is the Day- break of Eternity. | 

Let us familiarize Death by Meditation, lo 
and ſweeten it by Preparation. 

The great Comfort of a Believer, on his. 45 
Dion: bed, is Faith in Chriſt, Hope in the D 
Promiſe, and an Intereſt i in the Covenant. alt 
This Life is a middle State; we mult ſoon ff ,, 
g0 higher or lower, where we muſt ſpend Ni 
upon the Treaſure we here lay up, whether x 
of Wrath or Glory, _ 1 

- We ſhould think of Death, not 28 gh | 
475 were thinking, bus as though we were H. 
Dying. 

It is the gr reateſt Buſineſs of Life, to think * 

of the End Df Life, and to tay Hold of eter- 

- nal- Life, ©. 3 abe 
Let us make a Friend of Death: and 'our 
Judge; and then wethalldie out of Qhoice, | 
1 well as Neceſſity. 5 _ 
OF Heaven. - . | 

I Heaven doth not enter into us by Way Br 
of Holineſs, we ſhall never entcriintoHeaven 

Way 'of Happineſs. A. 

h 55 you would 5 5 a Treaſure Of Gt fy * 
in Heaven, Jay: up a Treaſure of Grace. in 
* Hearts. It 
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on E Soners- N 


17 your Souls are rich in Grace, — + 
will A rich in Glory, 

The more you do for. God in this World, 
the more God will do for you in the World Y 


to come. 


As Heaven is kept 70 the Saints by Chrift, 
ſo they are kept for Heaven by the Spirit. 

In Heaven all God's Dro will be 
abundantly ſatisſied with his Dealings and 
Diſpenſations with them; and ſhall ſee how 
all conduced like ſo many Winds, to bring 
them to their Haven; and how, even the __ 
rougheſt Blaſts helpt to bring them home ward. 15 

In Heaven God will never hide his Face 8. 
more, nor the Devil ſhew His more. i 

How can-we expect to live with God in 
Heaven, if we love not to live with him on 
Earth. | 
If thou loveſt to worſhip God here bes! ” 
low, God will take thee up to worſhip him 
above. Thou ſhale change = © A but 
not thine Employment. J 

Heaven is a Day without a Cloud to durk- 


— * 


Jen it, and without a Night to end it. 


We would be ſeated in the heavenly Ca- 
naan, but are loath to be ſeratched with the 
Briers and Thorns- of the Wilderneſ. 

In Heaven there is the Preſence of all 
Good, and the Abſence of all Ell. 
Grace and Glory differ but as the Bud 

and the Bloſſom ; Whati is Grace, ot G- 


N i * 2 87 i #8 * 
4 . . = ö 
* * 8 R = 
- 0 A * 
i 5 ; * 
# ? — 73 
— ee P = 


9 


1 { "28 Devout & uſeful Say ayings 


ry begun? What i is Glory, but Grate per- 
fedted T ; 
We: may hope for a Place in nen if 


"1 our Hearts are made ſuitable. to the State of 


It there will be any Grief ih Heaven, ſure 


it will be for this, that 'we have _ no 
| . for God on Earth | 


„„ 


i They that will not fear the Puniſhment 
in the Thteatning, ſhall feel the Threatning 
in the Puniſhment, 
In Heaven Holineſs is "hole everlaſting 
Temper,and Happineſs their everlaſting Por- 


1 tion; in Hell Sin is their eternal T ROC | 


da Some: their eternal Portion. 

The Reaſon why ſo many fall into Hell, 

is becauſe fo few think of it. 

They fall deepefl ing Hell, that fall back- 
bre into Hell. 

None are ſo near Heaven, as s they that 
are convinc'd'; none ſo near Hell, as thoſe | 
who have quench'd Conviction. 

The Scorner's Seat ſtands next Hell Gate. 

We muſt fall into the Arms of Chriſt, or. 
Into the Flames of Hell. 

Vou may think it a ad Thing to nt 
on Earth, but * is a ur LOO to repent 
* Hell. | 

„ I Crearie's 


» 1 


Religious Olfervations; 49 J 


A Creature's Place is a lot Place, but 2 7 


Sinner's Place is a lower. 


- Tis a weak and wretched Thing, by i 
falſe Peace, to ſecure eternal Sorro mp. 


dete 


” , * 
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CHAP. 4L 


Contubiithe fore religious 04 
ſervations by . "ay W Simile. 


AS Rivers and Fountains" proceed from | 
a he Sea, and return thither again; fo 


true Grace in the Heart, as a Fountain, 


ſends forth all its Streams towards God, the 3 
Ocean from whence it flowed. — 
Chriſtian Graces are like Perfumes; ; the : 


'% 


more they are preſt, the ſweeter they ſmell 3 


like Stars, that ſhine brighteſt in the dark z 


like Trees, the more they are ſhaken, the 


deeper Root they take, and themore Fruit | 


they bear. 


As Snow is of, itſelf cold, yet warms, andl ; 


refreſhes the Earth; ſo AMiQtions, thought 


in themſelves grievous, yet keep: the Sdul ? 
of the Chriſtian warm, and make it fruitfuly 


'The caſting down of our Spirits in t 
Humility, i is but ke. thro n Ball on the 
a n 


<4 . 1 if 
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0 Religious Obſervations.” 
Ground, which makes it ; rebound the higher 
towards Heayen. 5 

As worldly Joy ends in We 0 godly 
Bower ends in Joy. 


As it ſometimes rains when theSun ſhines 3 


ſo there may be Joy i in a Saint's Heart when 
there are Tears in his Eyes. 
Confeſſion of Sin ſhould come like. Water 
from a Spring, that runs freely; and not 
like Water from a Still, that is forced by the 
Fire of Affliction. 

As the Way to ſtop R dag is by open- 


ing a Vein; ſo the Way to ſtop unreaſonable 


Sorrow is to turn it againſt Sin. 
Sin is like a Bee, with Honey in its Mouth, 
but a Sting in its Tail, 


Many a Man ſhifts his Sing: as Men do 


their Cloaths; they put off one to put on 


| another : T dis is but waiting upon the Devil | 


in 2 new Livery, _ 
The Sins of a good Man are like Weeds 


in A Garden, which may hinder the Growth 


of Fruits and Flowers, but ( not permitted to 
get Head) cannot kill them. 


The Pleaſure of Sin is like a Draught of 


ſweet Poiſon, . 
As the Fly, that plays about the Candle, 
doth often burn its Wings at laſt; ſo the 


Chriſtian, that parleys with Temptations, 
is in danger of having the Wings of bis 
Soul ſo * by the Rey Darts of the 


' Devil, 


t 


N Way of Simile: 


Devil, _ he £8 not be able to riſe 2 


towards Heaven, till God ſhall give. bim re- | 


pewed Affections. 


As Noah's Dove could find no Reſt for the 


Sole of her Foot; ſo the Spirit of God can 


find noReſidence in thatHeart that i is ache 


in Sin. 

Our Confiente is as a Fire within us, our 
Sins as the Fewel; therefore, inſtead of 
warming, it will fone us; unleſs the Fewel 
be removed, or the Heat of 1 it allay'd by pen. 
nitential Team: ah, 

All true Chriſtians - yy, ba like Mab's 
Ark, that was pitched within and without, 


Cen. vi. 14. They muſt have a holy In- 
ſide, and a holy Outhile.; ; 


their Profeſſion 
and Practice muſt agree together. and 

They that are Profeſſors only, and make 
ſhew of Religion for ſiniſter Ends, are like 
Orpah ; in Times of Affliction they will 
kits their Mother and be gone; they will 


ſoon take leave of the Church of God. But 


they that are true Chriſtians are like Ruth; 
they will cleave to her, ſtay by her, live and; 


die with her, and never depart from her, Ruth: 
1j. 7 | 


As it is not pi putting on Gown at en 


a Scholar, but the inward Habits of the 


Mind; ſo it is not putting on an outward 


Cloake of -Profefion that maben n . 
but the inward Grace of the * 2 5 os 


"Tk w# 2 5 5 F 2 


# 
* 
— 
92— —— — —— 


—— — 6 
——ͤ—ͤ—— — rage t < 
— Tn gn 
— — — — 


—— — rt, 
—— ——ꝛ 


— RR 
— — — 


— 
—ͤ0ä— —— — — 
—— 4 — Lt Watt 
— 42 


ry 
— q Ba gc es y 4 44 2 2 — 
— — — — — — — —— hy 
- : J 2 
—— — ———ꝛ — u —ö COTg 4 
oc. - 
— * — — * * * 


, 


” 


— 


rious Obſervations 
ve found 4 footing but in 


325 . — 


10 Ark; ſo aChriſtian finds noContentment 


bout in Chriſt. 5 J 
Our Hearts are like Trflremcnts of Muſic 


wel tun'd ; they will make no Melody in 


theEar of God, unte they be — — 


by the Finger of the Spirit. 
"Chriſtians Hearts are as Iron ; if they be 


, once made hot with the Love of God, they 


will more eaſily be Joined together in Love 
to one another. 

As the Sun ripens and ſweetens Fruits by 
| thining upon them, without which they 
would be ſour and unſavory; ſo it is the 


Sunſhine of God's Love and Favour that 
weetens all earthly Bleflings, without which 


they would be but Croſſes and Curſes to them 


that poſſeſs them. as WE. 
God's Mercies are as Cords to draw us to 


vis; but our Sins are as ſharp Swords that 


"#8 cut Bun Conde. 


Outward Comforts are like the rotten 
'Twizs of a Tree; they may be touched, but 
1 they are truſted to, -or reſted upon, they 
Sake certainly deceive and fail us. 


As Cankers breed in the ſweeteſt Roſes, | 
| fo Pride may ariſe out of the ſweeteſt Du- 


ties. 


* 


Wh» + A 8 Soul without Meekneſs, is like : 
a Ship! in a Storm, in danger of Wrecks, A 
* Soul without Gaal is like a dhip in a 


67 5 2 ay of Smile. 


Calm, that moves not ſo faſt to its 1 85 
as it ought. | 


Notional Knowledge i is like the Light of - 


a Candle, which enlightens, but does not 
warm; true and ſaving Knowledge is like 
the Sun, which not Day ennie sene but en- 
livens. 

As God 3 ander the 13 that 
the Inwards of every Sacrifice ſhould be 
burnt, that they might he an Offering made 
by Fire, of ſweet Savour, unto the Lord, 


| Levit. 1 iv. 8, So he looks for no leſs now: 


For, unleſs we offer up our Hearts to him 


on the Altar of Chriſt's Merits with the Fire : | 


of Zeal, our Duties will never be acceptable 
to him. 

As Old-Tetament Saints had Sacrifice un- 
der the Law; ſo New-Teftament Saints have 
under the Goſpel : For every Duty i in which 
Saints conſecrate themſelves, i is called a Sa 


criſce, Pſalm iv. 5. cxvi. 17. Heb, xiii. 16. 


And we may parallel Law & Goſpel Sacri- 


fices thus, Repentance is a Tre/paſi-offering, * 


Zeal a Burnt-offering, Praiſe a Free- will-offer- 
ing, and Sincerity the Oblations of unkeavened 
Bread, xi 

As every Shred of Gold i is precious foi . 
every Minute of Time. 72 


As it would be great Folly to ſhoe Horſey ff | 


(as Nero did) with Gold; ſo it would be, o 
Nd Time in Trifles. of 
1 BJ 5 A Chriſtian” „ 


0 5 * 
* | 


— 


„ 
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— 
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N 54 1 Ne Obſervations: 


A Chriſtian's Birth is like the Red- Sea, 
that brings him into the Wilderneſs ; his 
Death is like Jordan, that brings him into 
Canaan. 

As the Waters that funk theMen of the old 
World, raiſed up Neat in the Ark; ſo Death 
\ Which links Sinners into Hell, raiſes Saints up | 
to Heaven. | 2 
As a Baflliſt, if it ſees a Man feſt, kills 
Pim, but, if a Man ſees it firſt, it doth him 
no harm; ſo, if we ſee Death firſt, and pre- 
pare for it, we unſting It, and it can do us 
No hurt. 


2 — — 22 
— — — . — — — 
- 4 — x — 


— 


2 


rr — 
7 
— — — 
yo ” 2 — 3 
— — — — 


o e 


As Lamps fed with ſweet Oil,caſt a ſweet- 

. er Smell when they are put out; ſo after 1 
Death, the Memory of the Righteous s ÞÞ : 
precious. 7 
A wicked Mani is like one that hangs over c 

a deep Pit by a flender: Cord with one 1 
Hand, andi is cutting it with the other. 7 

4 

: ; 

* 3 

| | 1 
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wy | CHAP. III. 
into CntunR ferious Advice 70 


old Touth. _ OY, "+ F 
ath il - RT 1. CF 


Sup I. 0 HUSE God for your Portion; re- 
member that he is the only Happi- = 
kills W neſs of a Rational and Immortal Soul. The 
him Soul that was made for God can find no Hap- 
pre- pineſs but in God: It came from God, and 8 
0 us can never be Happy but by returning to him 
again, and reſtingi in bim, Mic. ii. 10. Ariſe 
eet- for this is not your Reft. Col iii, 1, 2, 3. 7 
fter ye then be riſen with Chrift ſeek thiſe ings 
s is which are above, - where C Win fitteth on the © 
5 right Hand of God: Set your Afettrons W 
over Things above, not on Things on the Earth, For 
one Je 4 Dead, and your Life is hid with Chrift 3 
in God 4 
God is All- ſuffcient; get bim vor your * 
Portion and you have all: Then you have 
infinite Wiſdom to direct you, infinite Know- 
ledge to teach you, infinite Mercy to pity and 
fave you, infinite Love to care for and com- 
fort you, and infinite Power to protect and + 
keep you. If God be yours, all bis Attri- 
butes are yours; all his Creatures, all bis 
Works of Providence, thall do you good, as _ 
you have need of them. He is an eternal, 
pP | full, yy Portion, He is an ever 3 


55 Serious Advice to Youth. 
Vving, ever-loving, ever- preſent Friend; & with- 
out himyou are a curſed Creature in every Con- 
dition, and all Things will work againſt you. 
II. Conſider, that by Nature you are dead | 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins; a Child of Wrath, a 
Stranger, and Enemy to God; and while 
ſuch, the Thoughts of God are terrible to 
| 3 ; you can expect nothing from him but 
Wrath and everlaſting Burnings. God is ever 
angry with the Wicked: His Holineſs hates 
all Sin; his all- ſeeing Eye bel. olds it, and 
his Juſtice will puniſh it. 5 
While you are in a State of Nature you can 
do nothing but ſin, Gen. vi. 5. Matth. vii. 18. 
Every Thing is a Snare, and a wicked Heart 
is apt to be taken. Labour to be ſenſible of 
this, and let the Sinfulneſs of your Nature be 
vour greateſt Burden. Strive and labour 
1 againſt this principally, Get Purity of Heart, 
and a holy Life will follow upon it; but if, 
you ftrive only againſt outward Acts of Sin, 
while your Heart is let alone, your Labour 
will be in vain, your Heart wlll tire you out; 
or if it doth not, yet remember, that God's 
Eye is in the Heart, and he hath provided a 
Hell for Hypocrites. Nothing more damna- 
ble than a wicked unrenewed Heart, | 
III. Confider, that Chriſt alone is your 
Way to God. Juſtification, Pardon, and Ac- 
ceptance withGod, is by faith in him alone. 
SanRification, and a new Nature, is by the 
EDT nw. +2 Power 
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fore be precious to your Soul. 
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Power of his Spirit alone. Let Chriſt 9 5 

Labour for 
true Faith in him. Take him for your Lord 
and Saviour; ſubmit to his Commands in all 
Things; and reſt your Soul upon him alone 
for Reconciliation and Peace with God. Open 
your Heart to the Motions of his Spirit; wel- 
come that Principle of a holy and divine Life, 
and be ſure to improve his Motions, follow 


his Drawings, and by no means grieve him. 
IV. Be ſpeedy in your Repentance, and 


diligent in your Endeavours after Holineſs. 
Know the Time of God's gracious Viſitation. 
While God is calling, Chriſt inviting, the 
Gate of Heaven ſet open, the Miniſters of 
the Word exhortiag, and the Spirit drawing, 
make hafte and d?lay not. 

Conſider your Liſe is but ſhort. and alto- 


gether uncertain, Todefer one Day o_ . 


to your everlaſting Undoing. When your 
Life is once gone it will be i in vain. to think 
of Repenting. You ſhall then have no more” 
Sermons, no more Offers of Chriſt and Grace, 
Heb. ix. 27, God will be patient no more. 
And if God ſhould take away yo Life to 
Morrdw, you would periſh inexcuſably for r 


fuſing his Grace to Day. One Offer of Grace 3 


refus'd renders a Sinner inexcuſable, though 
God ſhould never offer his Mercy more. O, 


trifle not with your Soul ! Be not careleſs of 


eternal 3 * have Heaven and 
2 | S Hell 


58 Serious Advice to Youth: 
- Hell, Life and Death before you, and it de- 
pends upon your own hearty Choice which 
| ſhall be your Portion: And they are choſen 
by the Choice of the Way which leads to 
om Chuſe Life, and chuſe it ſpeedily, 
And remember once again, that you have 
but oneLife to chuſe in. Trifle not away this 
Moment, upon which depends Eternity. Miſ- 
pend not your ſhort Time to your eternal “Loſs. 


Self-denial, orSuffering, for your eternal Hap- 
pineſs. God would have you ſaved ; Chriſt 
hath died for you to reconcile you to God; 
he is aſcended into Heaven to open a Door 
for your Soul to enter in at, and he is inter- 
ceding with the Father for all Grace and 
Mercy for you, if you refuſe him not. He 
came into the World to ſeek and to His that 
which-is\Joſt, Luke xix. 10. Be ſenſible of 
your ſinful, loft damnabie Condition with- 
out him, 'O!l make haſte to your Saviour, 
yield to ail his Demands, and take him as 
offered in the Goſpel, in all his dra 
V. Endeavour to be truly and thoroi 
Religious, & be not diſcouraged at the ow 
fiulties of it. God's Grace ſhall be ſufkeient 
for your Help; bis Promiſes ſhall be your 
ſweet Encouragement; Peace ofConſcience, 
and Communion with God, ſhall be your 
ever preſent Cordials. The Trouble and 


Re ward 


Stand not upon a ſhort Labour, Difficulty, ' 


Pains ol Religion ſhall be but * and your 
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ale upon thee. 
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Reward ſhall be glorious ind eternal. Re- 
member that of the Apoſtle, when Religion 
calls you to Self-denial and Sufferings, Our 


light Aflictions that are but for a Moment ſhall 


work out for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal MWeigbt of Glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. If we 
ſuffer withChrift we ſhall alſo reigu ah him, 
2 Tim. ii. 12. And the Sufferings of this pre- 
ſent Life are not worthy to be compared with 
theGlory which ſhall be revealed, Rom. viii. 18. 
See alſo, Iſai. xliii. 2, 3. Mben thou paſſeft 
through the Waters I wo be with thee ; and 
through the Rivers, they ſhall not overflow 
thee ; when thou walkeſt thro' the Fire thou © 
ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the Flame kin=. 
For 1 am the Lord thy God, 
the holy One of Iſrael thy Saviour, "Never 
are we more joyful than when we deny our 
Joy for Chriſt's ſake! And if theſe Arguments 
will not prevail, then conſider, that all the 
Pains & Difficulties of Religion will be wenn 
in the End far more tolerable than Hell. 
VI. Devote your young Vears to a wait 
God, and your loving Saviour. The firſt 
Fruits are to be offered to him. The: green 
Ears of your Youth are to be carried to his 
Sanctuary. Think it not pity that the vain 


Delights and ſinful Pleaſures of Youth 
ſhould be loſt : You ſhall but exchange them 
for ſpiritual Delights, which are far more 
excellent, inward. and laſting. - The Joy of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Rejoicing of a good _ 

+ Conſcience, 12 5 
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Conſcience, Communion . with God, the 
Senſe of his Love, and the Hope of Heaven, 
are far better than the Pleaſures of Sin, 54 

will more than recompenſe your Loſs of 
youthful and carnal Delights, And conſider 
this ſeriouſly, that none have uſually more 

11 Comfort in their Souls than thoſe, who are 

Villng to loſe their ſinful Comforts for God 
and their Soul's Sake. 

Remember that you muſt give an Account 
to God how you ſpend your Youth, as well 
as for old Age. Conſider, as young as you 
are, how many Years are already ſpent ; and 
whit Account you are able to give to God 
of them. One Day ſpent in Sin is too much ; 

end the Sins of one Hour deſerve a Hell. 
Younger than you are dead and gone. Let 
the Thoughts of them mind you ſeriouſly of 

your Account. Your Call to God's Bar ro 
may be next. Are you ready? Think often m 
 whatExpence of Time may be beſt account- ve 
ed for to God; and ſo ſpend your younger 
Days, as you will wiſh you had ſpent them R 
when you come to die and be judged. * be 
Soppoſe God ſhould call you away ſudden- || rit 
y, what Sentence could you expect from y 
him ? Are you ready, if the Briqegroom by 
| ſhould. now come? Matth, xxv. 67 It will 8 
be no Excuſe at Judgment, if you be: found I h 
in your Sins, to ſay, Lord, I was but Young. Wi 
He that is 0 enough to fin is od © 
| Enough 
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the enough for Hell. You cannot make ſure of 
ven, 


ſs © Conſider thoſe young Ones in Scripture 
ſider who are commended fot their early Piety. 


more ¶ Samuel was miniſtring to God in bis Child- 
o are hood, 1 Sem. ii. 18. Jeſah had à tender 
God Heart for God in his tender Years, 2 Kings 
— xxii. 19. Children ſang Hoſannas to Chriſt, 
ount Matth. xxi. 15. Timothy was a Saint betimes, 


well 2 Tim. iii. 15. And let theſe young Ones 


s you be your Pattern. 

; and The youngDiſciple was the lovedDiſciphei” 
God God takes great Delight in an early Convert. 

uch; All your Life is due to God, let him there- 


Hell. fore have all that ſtill remains, and beg his 


Let ¶ Pardon that any of it hath been deny d. 
ſly of Repentance is eaſieſt in Youth. Sin is leſs 
Bar ¶ rooted, Satan not ſo fortify'd, Grace not ſo 


often F much flighted, the Spirit not ſo much grie 


ount - ved, & the Conſcience not ſo much hardened. 
unger Be ſure therefore to give God your Youth, 
them Reſolve now to be ſeriouſly religious, Now 
I beg for the Pardon of your Sins, and the Spi- 
den- rit of Holineſs ; and tho' the generaliry of 


from Þ Youth take another Courſe, yet be not ſway'd © 


il by the Multitude, and carried down the 
Wt Stream towards Hell ; let them go, you ſhall 
foun have better Company. The Saints of God 


ung, N will love you, the Angels of God will guard 


: old n bs 1.25” ths e 


God's Love, and. an Intereſt in Chriſt tos 
ſoon. Lou cannot ſecure your Soul tos ſoon. 
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62 Serious Advice to Youth. 
you, and the Preſence of God himſelf ſhall 


be with you. 


And if you find yourſelf ill inclin'd to be 


as the moſt are, and to do as the moſt do, 
| gonſider, that you cannot have that Pleaſure 


in Sin which others may. Vou have had a 


good Education, and good Inſtructions; your 
Conſcience hath been more awaken'd, and 
will not ſuffer you to enjoy the Pleaſures of 
Sin, as others, who are more ignorant, and 
worſe educated, may. Conſcience will mix 
Gall with your Honey; when you go to 


Prayer, in the Evening, upon your Bed, 


When alone and retired, or in the Dark, it 
will read ſad Lectures to you, and make you 
review your paſt Delights with Bitterneſs, 

- Labour therefore to approve yourſelf to 
God in Youth ; and though others may con- 
demn you, yet God (from whoſe Mouth on- 
ly you muſt live or die) will acquit and 
Juſtify you. 

And as a Concluſion of this Advice, let 
me perſwade you to conſider, that a forſaking 
of din, when you ate moſt capable of Pleaſure 
or Honour by it, and a turning to Gad when 
you are moſt capable of enjoying the World, 
will clearly evidence the Truth of your Con- 
verſion. So that a timely Converſion to God 
in Youth, as it is moſt eaſy, fo it is leaſt que - 
ſtionable; for it now appears that God is lo- 
ved for * and Chriſt is prefert'd 2 
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the Fleſh, and Grace above the ſweeteſt pe. 
lights of the World. 5 
ü r | 4 

I. Make the Word of God the Rule of | 
all you do. 5 

II. Whatever you do, be flvd to do it in 
the Strength of Chriſt. WMoiithout me'( faith _ 
Chriſt ) ye can da nothing, John xv. 5. i. e. 
nothing well, nothing that is acceptable to 
God. If you do not bear Fruit as a Branch 
in Chriſt, your Fruit will be but bad, and un- 
ſavoury in God's Account; and you cannot 
bear Fruit, as a Branch in Chriſt, unleſs all 
your Sap and fructifying Power be drawn 


from him by an active Faith. Paul could da | ' 


all Things throughChrif that flrengthen'd him, 
Phil. vi. 13. He could bear the Devil's Buf- 
fetings by ſufficrent Grace from Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
xii. 9. But, of himſelf, he could not 10 much 
as think a good Thought, 2 Con, iii. 8. 
Nature is but a dry Root of Goodneſs; 
no gracious Actions ſpring from thence, 
Grace depends upon continual Supplies that 
flow from Chriſt, as Sap from the Root, or 
Beams from the San. If Chriſt withdraws, 
your Grace preſently languiſhes, grows faint 
and unactive. Know therefore, and mind 
it before you go to work, from whence your 
Strength muſt come,and fetch it in by Faith. 
Without this Practice you ſhall fall in ſmall 
T PR and with! it ſtand in great ones. 
G Be 


64 Serious Advice to Youth: 
Be firong in the Lord, and in the Power of 
His Might, and nothing ſhall be tos hard for 
Fou. Mountains ſhall be Plains, and Vallies 
, Killed up. All Things ſhall be poſſible to him 
that believes, and relies upon that Power to 
which nothing is impoſſible. | 

III. As you are to act in the Power of 
Chriit, fo you are to preſent your Duties to 
God in the Name of Chrift Col. iii. 17. 
our moſt coſtly Sacrifices are but unſavoury 
in the Noſtrils of a holy God, if they be nbt 
perfumed by the fragrant I ncenſe of his In- 
terceſſion: Your faireſt Righteoufneſs but as 
filthy Rags, if his Righteouſneſs doth not 
Cover it: Your Duties muſt be dyed in the 
Blood of Chriſt, they. muſt beenriched with 
his precious Merits, or they will be too mean 
for God to look upon, unleſs with Iadigna- I 
tion. In the Lord haue 1 Righteouſneſs and E 
Strength, Ifa, xIv. 24. : 

IV. Whatever you do, do all to the Glory < 
of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. The beſt Action is] 
Fl done, if not for a good End; and no End ff ir 
is religiouſly Good without this. 'F hat Duty | tc 
that docs not begin and end in God, is no 
Part of Godlineſs. Look therefore to your 
End, and never ſatisfy yourſelf that you have 

| done much, unleſs you have done it well. 
It is the Defien of the Goſpel to take Man 
- wholy off himſelf, and caſt him wholly 
_ G04 and Chcif, All Idols * 
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caſt down, that God alone may be er 7 
Self-emptineſs and God's Fulneſs, Self. defi- 
ciency and Chriſt's Sufficieney, Selt· unrighte- 
ouſneſs and Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, are the 
great Convictions of the Goſpel; and to 
make Self nothipg, and God all in Point of 
Wiſdom, Strength, Righteouſneſs and Glory, g 
is the great Command and Duty of it. 
And by theſe Things examine all you Jo = 
By whoſe Rule have I ated? By whoſe 
eee have Iacted? In whoſe Name have 


Iacted? And for whoſe Glory have I acted ? 


What Faith, what Humility, what Self-de- 
nial, what Love of God and Chriſt, hats 
there been i in all my Actions? 


Theſe are general Rules of Action. 
V. Eadeavour to make every Day the 
Lord's, 


Heaven by it. 


And to this End accept lindy of this Advice. 


1. As ſoon as ever you awake in the Morn- 
ing lift up your Heart ta God, and open it 


to him. As much as poſſibly you can, avoid 
al Thoughts about the World until you 
will 


Devotions are over. For you 
xperience that, if the Word gives 
your Soul the firſt Salute, and be embraced 
with Kindneſs in your Morning Affections, 


Morni 


it will greatly deaden your: Heart in * 5 


1 Duties. 5 


G 3 a: 4 


to ſpend 1 it well, _ to Ju nearer 


bil 2. As ſoon as you are up, preſent 'your |} « 
bh Deſires to God, in the Name of Chriſt, for ( 
whatever your Soul feels the want of, and 
give God his due Praiſes for his Mercies to- t 
14 wards you the Night paſt. Thus David, C 
wk Pal. v. 3. My Voice ſhalt thou hear in tbe t 
Sk Aforning, O Lord; in the Morning will I di- | « 
wi 727 my Prayer unto thee. And for Thanſ-' 8 
Bl giving, Pal. xcii. 1,2. I is a good Thing to y 
give Thanks unto thee, O Lord---- to ſhew 
Will Forth thy loving Kindneſs in the Morning. 7 
10 3. Let no Day go without reading ſome I 
"A Portion of the Scriptures : And it is no great y 
Matter, whether you read it before you pray 7 
| in the Morning, or juſt after; your own- 1 
Ignclination and Experience will direct you; v 
dut be ſure it be done. You will find it very g 
profitable to begin the Day with ſuch a h 
0 | Converſe with God, Prov. vi 22, 23. 


hen thou wakeſt it ſhall talk with thee, See p 
obn v. 39. the Command of Chriſt; and o 
Joſbus i. 8. the Command of God, with a 
Promiſe. K . FRY TE {56h 
pe Scripture diſcovers Sin, and the De- y. 
vil's Devices and Malice; it difcovers Duty, a 
and the Love of God and Chriſt; and it diſ- v. 
Covers your Strength and Encouragements: t! 
There are the Promiſes of aſſiſting and 
i * crowning Grace, By theſe, the Spirit acts, di 
the Devil is conquered, and the Soul is com- li: 
 forted, Through theſe, the Eye of Faith P. 
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can ſee the Love of Chriſt, the Grace of 
God, and the Glory of Heaven. In theſe 
are the Food. the Phy fick, and the Arms of | 
the Chriſtian's: Soul. 'T heſe are the Word 


of Reconciliation, Grace and Truth, and : 


the _— of God to Salvation : Therefore: | 
every = look into theſe, praying for the: 
— and — * aith witn 


969% .- 


gious Wat This : Reſpect will make 11 
hely. 

F. Have a Care every Day that nothing 
put you into a Paſſion: Do nothing with an 
over Eagerneſs of Mind; and be ever upon 
your Guard againſt ſudden Accidents. And 1 
this can never be obtained but by committi | 
yourſelf, and your Affairs, into God's H 4 
and Care every Day; believing that he go 2 
verns all Things wiſely, and will ever do: | 


that which is beſt for you; 
The Power, Wiſdom and Goode of 


divine Providence, muſt every Day be be- 
lieved by him that would live every Day i in 


Peace and ths of Soul. 
E * Every 


and to your Praiſes for that Day's Mercies : 


crifices, as well as Morning, Exod xxx. 7, 8. 
Twice a Day is as little as can be allowed to 
thoſe who are commanded to pray continu- 


1 Prayer ſhould have its Praiſes in it, P/al. 
Tord to fhew forth bis Faithfulneſs every 


Bleſſing at Morning and Night; 


We are ever in want, and God is ever giving; 


able and becoming. 
Let no Day go without Obſervation, 
and Review of God's Carriage towards you, 


„ AMiRtions : uties, and the 
Frame of Heart in them; of your Sins or 
„ Inelinations to Sin; and fo likewiſe of any 
ſpecial or remarkable Providence of God re- 
lated to you by others, or ſeen or read of by 
yourſelf, And let God have the Glory of 
what is good. In Afflictions be humble, be 
aſhamed and grieved for Sins; and conſider 


Ag God's e e LEW to yu 


and of your Di 


2G; Every e to your ee ns | 


The Fews were appointed their Evening Sa- 


ly, Phil. iv. 6. 1 Thefſ. v. 17. And every 
It is good to give Thanks unto the 


Night. A Child will aſk his earthly Father's 


and it is 
better Manners, and to better Purpoſe, to 
ax our heavenly Father's Bleffing as often. 


Prayers therefore, and Praiſes, are ever ſuit- 


and of yourd: towards him; of Mercies and 


* 


rider 
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Cantat ning ſome oceafional Re- 2 
fectious, Directions, Means, 


and Signs of- Grace, . 


. e for poor Saints, 


Our ARD coed; Eiings aorind 


Sign of God's ſpecial Love. The Sun 


ol Proſperity ſhines upon the Brambles of the 


Wilderneſs, as well as upon the Flowers of 


the Guden'; and the Snow of Affliction falls 
-upon the Garden as well as upon the Wil 
derneſs. 


What though the Streams of Creature 
more Comfort in one Drop that diſtils im- 


God doth ſometimes on purpoſe ſhew us 


the Creatures Emptineſs, that we may go to 
He makes us fee the Creatures 
to be brokenCiſterns, that we may know him 
And that we may feed 


his Fulneſs. 


to be the Fountain - 


more largely upon ſpirirualDainties he may 
| What 4 


deny us Carnal ones. 


* 


'Comforts run low with thee, ſo thou haſt 
the more from the Spring-head ? There is 
mediately from God, than from ten Thou- 
ſand Rivers that flow from Creature Delights. 
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Jewel, if be give thee the heavenly Crown? 
have a Kingdom hereafter ; and God is thy 


' want any good Thing. Creature Comforts 
at the beſt, and to the beſt, are only delight- 
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thee in thine Afflictions? In all thy Afiiftions 
be it afflifted, Iſa. Ixiii. 9. What wouldeſt 
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What though God deny thee the earthly 


If thou haſt no Portion here thou ſhalt 


Portion here, and ſo long thou ſhalt not 


Wn a SS -2»> @@©<c 4 


ful, not ſatisfying ; pleaſant, not gainful ! 
What if all thy Friends forſake thee, ſo , 
long as God (who is better than all) ſtand | 
by thee ?---- Whatever Enjoyment Friends 
afford, that God does much more. Do they | 1 
love thee ?. He died for thee. Do they pity 


pd 6 


thou have a Friend for? For Converſe? O 
taſte and fee how good and pleaſant a Thing 
it is to have Communion with God! Hear 
(if thou canſt, and not be raviſh'd )the ſweet 
Voice, I am thine and theu art mine, Oh! 
feel the Pantings of his Heart, and hear the 
Soundings of his Bowels !---- Wouldft thou 
have a Friend to pour out thy Breaft into ?-- 
Ol who is ſo fit for that as "God ? He will 
bear part of thy Burden if thou art laden, 
or he will add new Strength to ſuſtain it. 
His Love, his Converſe, his Society, is Life 
itſelf; and ſuch a Life as is made up of no- 
* but W and e 
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Occafi zonal Reftectons ec. 7 L 
The Myſtery of a Chriſtian. 


le lives in another, Gal. ii. 20. He 
b Wiſe 3 in another, 1 Cor. i, 30. He is 
Righteous in another, Rom, x. 4. He is 
Strong in another, Iſa. xlv. 24. 
2. Heis very low in Humility, but very 
high in Hope. He knows he is undeſerving 
of the leaſt Mercy, yet expects the greateſt, 


Gen. xxxii. IO, 12. 


3. He is in the World has: not of the 
World, John xv. 9. In the World as 2 
Pilgrim, but not as a Citizen, His Habita- 


tion is below, but his Converſation above. 
4. He is Meek, but Vehement ; Meek in 


his own Cauſe, yet Vehement in'the Cauſe 


of God, (As Moſes, who was dead to Aﬀf- 
fronts, deaf to Reproaches, and blind to 
Injuries.) He will comply with any Thing 
that is civil, but with nothing that is ſinful. 
He will ſtoop to the Neceſſities of the Mean- 
eft, but will not yield to the linful Hu- 
mours of the Greateſt. 

He works out his Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling, yet believes in Chriſt with- 
out Fear & Trembling, Phil. ii. 12, 13. He 
does much for God, yet counts himſelf an 
unprofitable Servant. He works as. if he 


was to live here always, yet W as K he 
Was to die Tem morrow. 
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6. When he is weak then is be flrong, 2 Cor. 8 
xii, 10. When he is. moſt ſenſible of his g 


Chriſt's: Strength, then he ſtands the ſafeſt, 7 
When he is moſt vile in his own Eyes 

he is moſt glorious in the Eyes of God. ill 
When Job abhorred himſelf then God rais'd || in 


him, Job. xlii. 6. When the Centurion 


thought himſelf the moſt unworthy, Chriſt I 5. 
ſaid, I haue not found fo great Fauh, no not fl ſe 
in Iſrael, Matth. viii. 8, 10. L 
8. He is content with his Condition, fo x 
Tongs and prays for a better, 2. Cor. v. 4. 
His Loſſes are Gains; ( as Fob's, Fob N di 
xlii. 12.) His Falls are Rifings ; (as Peter's, ll Gr 
7 xxi. 17.) His Afflictions are Promotions; IH 
(as Jacob's, All thoſe Things are againſt me, 5 
faith he, Gen. xlii. 36. yet all thoſe Things 0 
were for him.) His Diſappointmentis are Pre- 
ferments; (as Maſes's; though he did not go 
to Canaan,as he deſir'd; yet he went toHea- 
ven, which was better, Deut. xxxiv. 4, 5.) Bo 
10. He cannot fin, 1 John iii. 9. yet he Ge 
cannot but fin, Fobn i. 8. He cannot ſin the 
babirually, & with: full conſent of Will ; yet die 
be cannot but ſin d2ually through Weakneſs, | 
11. Be faith, O wretched Man that I am, 
Who ſpull deliver me? Rom. vii. 24. Yet He 
he faith, O Bleſſed Man thai 1 8 Who Hall F.. 


| Condens me , Rom. viii. 34. 55 


12. He grieves, my rejolces under the 5A 
Strokes 


&. | Occaf onal Reflections, Ke. 7 3 


Cor. J Strokes of his heavenly Father's Hands, He 
of his grieves that his F ather” s Hand ftrikes him, 
% yet rejoices that it is the Hand of 4 F Fathers 
afelt. ¶ Heb. xii. 6, 7. 

Eyes 13. He knows there is no abſolute Per- 
God, ſection in this Life, yet is continually reach- 
rais d ing after *, . ib, 3, $4... A 
orion 14. The leſs his Burden grows the more 
-brift I he feels it, The leſs Sin he hath the more 
10 not ſenſible he is of Sin 3 not that Sin grows, but 
__D Light, Holinefs, and Tendemeſs i is N 
I Tim. i. 15. 

15. He is content to live, yet willing to 
die. He deſires to ſerve Chriſt here, yet de- 
„ſires more to depart, and to be with him im 
Heaven, Phil. i. 23. 


Some Doubts and Fears of ” 0 


tender Con pſcie ence anſwer wer'd. 


1. I fear Chriſt is not willing to fave me. 
Anſw., What is this but limiti Ing, „or ſetting: 
Bounds to infinite Mercy ? ---W hat greater 
digns of his Willingneſs W you 125 tha 
thoſe he hath alceady given you? He hath 
died, and purchaſed Salyation for . ' Hehe 
. i. 9. 1. Fohn ii. 2. He calls a intreata 
vou to come and accept of it, Hatth.. xi. 28. 
He ſaith he will not caſt you out, Jeb vi. 
7. He complains that you Will not comes. 
Nb v. 40. And wilt thou yet ſay, be 
s not willing 4 _— V 1 willing, Ns” 
i * 


never was ot beriuiſe. Be of good Comfort, 
he calleth thee. Iſa. lv. 1. Ho ! every one that 
thirfleth, come ye ta the Waters, and he that 


come, buy Wine and Milt without Money and 
zvithout Price.---Bring only yourſelf, come 
out of need, as all do; as the Prodigal did. 
2. But Tam ſo unworthy- 


what you are worthy of, you muſt have no- 
thing but Hell. What was Abraham, or 
Saul, or any, worthy of, before the Lord 
. called them ? Say not, I am unworthy, Art 
thou willing? Rev. xxii. 17. JYboſoever will, 
let him take of the Water of Life freely, _ 
3. But my Sins are very great; and Iam 
confounded at the Sight of them. Alas ! how 
I I think ofa Pardon? 
Anſw. Are thy Sins great? the more need 
18 haſt of a Saviour. Greater Sinners have 
been pardoned, Manaſſeth and Saul. But 
doth thou think thou art more guilty than 
Chriſt is gracious? read I/. i. 18. Come and 
Let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord, though 
your Sins be asScarlet they ſhall be as "white as 
Snom, though they be red like Crimſon they ſhall 
be as Wool, 1 John i i. 7. The Blood of len 
Chrift his Son clean ſeth us from all in. Bleſs 
God for that Word All. 18 

4. But T have a proud, hard, dead Heart. 

Anſi. Put that Among Jour Abs and 
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hath no Money; come ye, buy and eat ; yea, 


' Anſw, If you would have ins” b but 


rome to Chriſt, ; 5 \ | 


2 val Reflelions, &c. 7 5 


5. My Sins are many as well as great. ö 


ſin ally : 3 ſo ſin that I muſt ſuffer, * 
Anſw. Vea, if there were none to appear 
for thee, Luke vii. 47. Her Sins which tere 
many are forgiven her. 1 John 1. 7 Chriſt. | 
is a daily Advocate. 1 John The 1 '&o Tf any 


Man fin we have an Advocate with the E 


ther, Feſus Chrift the Righteous, and he is. 
the Propitiation for our Sins, The Scrip- 
ture ſhou'd be as daily Bread for Believers ta 
live upon, 5 
6. Ihave ſinn'd againſt Light & Conviktion. 
Anſw. So did David and Peter, who Jet i 
were pardon'd. 5 
7. But I am a Revolter and Backſlider. A 
Anſw. Fer. iii. 1. ---Thou haft played the _ 
Harlot with many | Lovers, yet return again 
unto me, faith the Lord. Hof xiv. 4. I will 
beal their Bacſſſidings, I will love them frothy. 
8. Lam afraid of departing from God again. 
Anſiu. Fer, xxxii. 40. I will make an 
everlaſting Covenant with them, that 1 will | 


not turn away from them to do them good, but. 


Twill put my Fear into their Hearts, Tha — 5 
they ſhall not depart from me. e | 

9. I have no Strength. = 

Anſiv. Iſa. xlv. 24. Sarely Bull one BAY 1 
in the Lord bave 1 Richteouſucſi and Strength. 

10. I am afraid to die. 

Anſib. Pſal. xiii. 4. Yea, though I walk 


thugs the N 7 the r = 7 Death [ 


H 2 IT : | 
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20 fear no Evil, for thou art with me. Phil, 
3. 23. Jam in a Strait between two, having a 
Deſire to depart and to be with Chrifl, which 
as far better. When you die God ſhall 
be with you; and Chriſt ſhall be with you; 
and you ſhall be with Gad and Chriſt 4 ever. 


De Di ference between inherent 


and imputed Righteouſneſs. 


1. Inherent d ſanctifies, i im- 
pated Righteouſneſs juſtifies. 
2. Inherent Righteouſneſs makes us ſhine 
k * Men, imputed Righteouſneſs makes 
- ws ſhine before God. 


3. Inherent Righteouſneſs pleaſes. God, 


3mputed Righteouſneſs appeaſes him. 
4. Inherent Righteouſneſs diſcharges from 
- Hypocriſy, imputed Righteouſneſs from Guilt. 
5. Inherent Righteouſneſs makes us pray, 
1 Righteouſneſs makes our Prayers 
evail, 
6. Inherent Ri ghteouſneſs i is our Sincerity, 
'Impated Righteouſneſs our Perfection. 
7. InherentRighteouſneſs reſpects the Law, 
imputed Righteouſneſs anſwers the Law. 
8. Inherent Righteouſneſs is the Evidence 
of our Salvation, imputed nan the 
Foundation of it. 
9. Inherent Righteouſneſs i is our Joy, i im- 
puted Righteouſneſs our Glory, {fa. xlv. 25. 
10. Inherent Righteouſneſs is to be loved, 


|  Unputed W be . 41. 


. 
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11. Inherent Righteouſneſs is imperfect, 
imputed Righteouſneſs perfect, _ 

12. Inherent Righteouſneſs is our Quali- 
kcation for Heaven, impiſted Righteouſneſs 
our Title to it. 2 


Directions for thoſe that are 


underC onvictions ofC onſcience.. 


1. Don't preſume, you are not yet dame 
to the heavenly Canaan, 

2. Don't deſpair, you are in the Way to it. 

2 Beware of ill Company. 

Fear falling away, Hab. iv. 1, Preſerve 
a _ Frame. 

5. Keep up Prayer, | Be much i in Ejacu- 
ations, s 

6. Don't reſt in Convictions, nor Duties, 
nor any Fhing ſhort of Chriſt. - 

7. Be much in Humiliation andConfeſficn. 
5 Remember to keep 85 the Lord's 

ay. 

9. Study your Soul's Caſe, * labour to 
get your Hearts affected with it, and mor- 
tified to the World, ' 

10. Remember the great Day. of Ace- 


counts, Eccl. xii. 14. 


11. Prepare for, and think not ſtrange of 
Trials, Heb. x. 32, 

12, Let not Religion. be your Es. 
but your * 
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3 age ions to keep from Sin, 17 
f 7 jr Goc 


1. Run not into Temptations.” 
2. Maintain a conſtant. Watch againſh, 
and Fear of Sin. 


. Beware of Pride and Frefamotlas. 

| 5 8 Avoid and abhor Slothfulnefs. 3 
5. Remember you ſtand by Faith. You ſ 
Strength is in Chriſt, look to him for it. thc 


Means to gain Repentauce. 


1. Sit with Care, Conftancy, and Con- ſure 
Icience, under the Word of Truth and Gol- ren. 


pel of Grace. for 

2. Study the Nature of God, 5 
3. Sit looſe to the World. Loy 

4. Confider the Shortneſs of Life, and] 6 
the Limitatioh of the Day of Grace. 7 
5. Be much in the Buſineſs of Self-Exa- 8 


mination, P/al. iv. 4. Stand in awe and ſn 
at, Commune with your own Heart upon your 
Bed, & be fill, Lam. iii. 40. Let us ſearchandY] 1 
rry our Hearts, and turn again unto the Lord, 
6. Seriouſly expect approaching Judgment, 
7. Think much of Death and Eternity. 
8. Waſh thy Heart in the Blood of Jeſus, 
: and take every Day a turn on MountCalvary, 
9. Serioully apprehend the Poſſibility, nay, 
ttßhe Probability; nay, the abſolute Certaint) 
of a Pardon through Chriſt. 
10. Sue for Repentance at the Hand of 


God; Say wc * Turn theu me ard 


— 


— 
> 
- 9 
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1 Hall be turned, for thou art the Lard my 
God, Jer. xxxi. by; -- 


Means zo live at 8 


+. AGE your own Bufineſs, 1 Thzſ. iv. I r. 
eep your Tongue from Evil, 1 Pet. 


ili. 10. 
3. Don't contend for every Trifle, whe- if 
Pe. it be Matter of Right or Opinion. = | 
4. If others negle& their Duty to you, be 
ſure that you perform yours to them. To 
render Railing for Railing, is to return Sin 
for Sin, 
Make your Enemy * and feel your || 
Love to bim, Rom. xii. 20. 4 
6. Beg of God for univerſal Charity. 
7. Be humble. 
8. By Faith wait for theProvidence ofGod: 


Means to be content. | 
1. Conſider you have what God allots you 
what his Providence allows you. Your Croſ= Ii 
ſes and Comforts are mix'd by his Hands. It {| 
is the Will of God that thou ſhoulgſt be thus ial 
and thus, Labour then to have that dearer 1 
to thee than any Thing in the World. 1 
2. Conſider, that if you had fewer 8 11 
forts, and more Croſſes, you ought to be 
thankfyl ; for do you know what you have 
 deferv'd | ? Tis of hs Lord 5 "_ rhat you 1 


are not eee — = 
Wn _ 3. What 5 1 


. Whatever comes, take it as from the 
Hind of God. Aſſure yourſelf, that without 
his Permiſſion & Direction it could not come. 

4. Prepare to receive 'the Will of God, 
| th look for Changes and Alterations i in the 

World, 
5, Faith is another Means to quiet, ſatisfy, 


| / and content the Mind. That aflures us, that 
| that Which is conſiſtent with the Love of 


God may well be born, Ovtward Loſles 
and Afflictions are conſiſtent with the Love 
of God. I bom the Lord loueth he chaſtencth, 
Heb, xii. 6. We are all ſubject to Alterati- 
ons; our Life, Health, Eſtate, Friends, Fa- 
milies, and all we have, are liable to Changes. 
Let us then fix upon a God that never changes 


| that neyer fails, who is from everlaſting to 


everlaſting. Let us depend upon a God. that 
depends upon none. And, what though our 
Houſe be not ſo with God as it hath been; 
yet, if he hath made with us an everlaſting 
Covenant, we have great reaſon. to be con- 


tent with all his outward, __ with | us, 


2 Sam xxili. 5. 


Means to preſerve M er cies. 
1. Be thankful for them. 


2. Receive them as Mercies, not as Dues: 


3. Prepare to part with them. 
4. Expect the Continuance of Mercies 


[ from God; he is * ag of pur ue 
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the Staff our Bread, the Breath of our 
Noſtrils, and the Length of our Days. 


Signs of Sincerity. 


1. Prayer is a dig of Sincerity ; if it be 
Secret, Matth. vi. 6. Frequent, Ads x. 2. 
„ Fervent, Rom: viii. 26. 

t 2. A Willingneſs to be ſearch'd by Ged, | 
f MU P/al. cxxxix. 23. By the Rightcows, Pſal. 
's MW cxli. 5. By Miniſters, As x. 33. By Con- 
's if fcience, Fſal. Ixxvii. 6. By the Scriptures, 
, Fon. iii. 19, 20, 21. Sincere Souls love ſin- 
i- cere Dealings. 
3. A Senſe of Sin; particularly of ſpiritual 
s. Sins, fark, ix. 24. Rom. vii. 21. And of 
es | original Sin, Rom. vii. 24. eſpecially when it 
o drives to Chriſt, ver. 25. 
at 4. Whena Man i is moſt ſenſible of; and 
ir | watchful againf his own Sin, his conſtitu- 
„tonal Sin, the Beam in his own Eye. 
g 5. Univerſal Tenderneſs. When a Man 
- | will not plead for any Sin, P/al. cxix. 128. 
„ nor ovarrel with any of the Commandments, = 
%, exix. & Alis ix. 6. 

6. Tis a Sign of Sincerity how a Man 
chuſes 3 rather than Sin, Dan. i ll, 5 
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17, 18. = 
8: ; * a Man WI upon Chriſt for 1 | 5 
15 Ken h againſt Sin. _ 
es hen a Man loves God above all, ank wo 
-. | _ others PATON © for, what i is God-like - Wi 
je in them, 38 When - 1 
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oY 9. When a Man delights i in the Word of 
>. 

10. When he makes Conſcience to watch 
his Heart in Duty. 

11. When a Man's Thoughts run freely 
on 1 heavenly Things. 

12. When the Glory of God i is preferr' 
above all. 

13. When a Man's Profeſſion is join'd 
with Meeckneſs. 

14. A well governed Tongue (for an out- 
ward Sign ) when a Man dares neither boaſt 
of himſelf, nor cenſure others, James iii. 2. 
Matth. xii, 36. 

15. Conſtancy in | the Ways of God, 7 
xxvii. 6, 10. Such a Man can never be a 

H ypocrite. 


Short Nueſtions whereby 70 
know whether the H. eart be 


truly changed. 


I, _ thine Heart been turn d. into 
Sorrow for Sin? 

2. Hath thy Sorrow turn'd into Prayer ? 

3. Hath thy Prayer turn'd in Faith? 

4. Hath thy Faith iſſued in unica Ter 
dergeſs and Obedience, 


Sins of Faith. 


To thoſe that believe,” 


x. Chriſt is gonna "0 The 


Occaſional Reflections &c. 
2. The Word is ſweet. 

3. Sin is bitter. 

4. Prayer is delightful. 

5. Saints are dear. 

6. Religion is their Buſineſs. 

7. The World is a broken Idol. 

8. Death is welcome. Or thus, 

They that believe, 

Have Chriſt in their Hearts; Heaven in 
their Eye; and the World under their Feet. 
God's Spirit is their Guide; God's Fear is 
their Guard; God's People are their Compa- 
nions; God' s Promiſes are their Cordials ; 
Holineſs is their Way; and Heaven is their 
Home, 


gens of Love to Chrift 


They that love Chriſt, 
1. Love to think of him. 
2. They love to hear of him. 
3. They love to read of him. | 
2 „ 
4. They love to ſpeak ( for ) him. 
(to) 
5. They love the Preſence of Chriſt,” 
6 
7 
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They love the Yoke of Chriſt. 

They love the Miniſters of Chriſt, 

They love the Name of Chriſt, . 
9. They hate Sin. | 
10. They are pleas'd whenChrift i is -pleas'd. 
11. Theyaregriev'd whenChriſt is griev'd, | 


12. * 5 * to be n n : | 
"Chuilt's | 
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84 Occaſional Reflections, &c. 
Chriſt's Will is their Will; Chriſt's Diſ- 

| Honour is their Affliction; Chriſt's Cauſe is 

their Care; ChriſP:Miniſters are theirStars ; 

Chriſt's Saints are theirCompanions ; Chriſt's 

| Day is their Delight; Cheift's Word i is their 

| Oracle; Chriſt's Glory is their End. 

g Signs of the fear of God. 

 $ A Man then Fears God, 

I. When he dares not ſin, though fllicite 
ed and tempted to it. 

2. Whensin is common and yet he fears it. 

3. When he is afraid of an Evil Thought, 

4. When he dares not ſin tho” he, ſhould 

ſuffer if he does not. 

| - 5. When his Heart is broken, and trem- 

dles at the Word of God. 

1 6. When he flies to Chriſt, 

7. When he is ſtudious to pleaſe God. 


Sigus of true Grace. 


1. When ſelf-loving is turn'd into ſelf- 
2 3 ſelf- excuſing into ſelf- condemn- 
ſelf · admiring into ol abbening; 3 Telf- 
ſeeking into ſelf-denying. 

2. Tis a Sign of true Grace when a Man 
gerioully complains of the Want of Grace. 
A graceleſs Perſon cannot truly complain 
that he oo no Grace, There! Is Grace | in 

that C Complaint. 
3. When the Heart i 18 ande, a feel 


the Power of an * 4. 
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5. When a Man makes Conſcience of ſecret 


Prayer. 5 ö th. : 
6. When we are taken with their Conver=- 


. . ; p- | 
ſation, and Manner of Life, who are moſt 


ſpiritual, Zech. viii. 23. 


7. When we are willing to be acquainted | 
with Chriſt, and recanciled to God upon any 


\ ' 


Terms. | | 5 
8. When a Man approves of all Duties. 
9. When he deſires more Grace: There is 
Grace in the Deſire of Grace, as there is Sin 
in the Deſire ofSin, Neh. i. 1 I. Pſal. Ixxxvi. 5. 


A ſhort Prayer far Children. 


O MOST -great and gracious God, thou | 


art from everlaſting to everlaſting. Noa 
Creature is worthy to come before thee 5 


much leſs am I, poor ſinful Duſt and Aſhes- 


A Prayer for Children. 88 


4. When the Soul hath an Appetite after 


O Lord, I am conceived and born in Sin. 


Thou haſt nouriſhed and brought me up, but 
] have rebelled againſt thee; I have known 
thy Will, but have not done 5 


deſerve to' be beaten with many 


and unfruitful under Mercies enjoy'd. I have 


arid therefore 


\ -< 


cripes, Thave 18 
deſpiſed thyPromiſes,and abuſed thy Mercies, 2 E 
Ihave been unthankful for Mercies receiv'd, 


ſinn'd againſt ſo much Light, againſt ſo much 


Love, and againſt ſo much Warning, that ic v4 
b of thine infinite Mercy that I am not con- 
U 5 2 1. | | | f | | ah 
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to renew my Will, that I may ſerve thee; 


done; I cannot bear what I have deſerved.-- 
O enter not into Judgment with me! do 


not puniſh but pity me! Remember not what 


J have done, but remember what Chriſt hath 


ſuffered, and let his Blood go for mine. 
 Ipray thee, let my Sins be my Grief, but not 
my Ruin; let them be laid to my Heart, but 
not to my Charge. Thou haſt found a Ran- 


ſom, deliver me from the Pit. Since Chriſt 
was crucify'd, let me be releas'd; as he was 


afflicted and ſmitten, let me be healed by his 
Stripes, and cured by his Wounds, 


What Comfort can] take in any Thing 
here below, if Sin lie at the Door ? ------ 
Lord, I beſeech thee, take away my Sin be- 
fore thou takeſt away my Life, Let not me, 
nor any that are related to me, live in din, 


and die in Sin, and go to the Grave with 4 


Lye in our right Hand, | 

I humbly beſeech thee, O Lord, to ſprinkle 
my Conſcience with the Blood of Chriſt, 
which cleanſeth from all Sin. Giye me Faith 
in that Blood, and Peace in the Application 
of it to my Conſcience, that by theſe thy 
Tokens for good I may. knòw that I am nt 
appointed ſor Wrath, but to obtain Sqlvatio 


y Lord Jeſus Chrift.--- And for his ſake 
| grant me thy holy Spirit, I beſeech thee, to 


enlighten my Mind, that I may know thee; 


— and 


5 \ A 


| 86 A Prayer for Obildren. | - 


" ſumed. I cannot anſwer for what I have 


A Prayer for Children. 87 
and to ſanctify my AﬀeCtions and al: the 
Powers of mySoul and Body, that l may fol- 
low thee fully all the Days of my Life. 

O Lord, defend me from the World the 
Fleſh, and the Devil. Make me good in my 
Perſon, and good in my Place. Let thy Spi- 
rit reſt in me, that I may be always doing or 
getting good, --+-- Help me weil through 
this World. Uſe me whilf I live; and don't 


refuſe me when I come to die. Let my | 
Life be a holy Walking with thee, that my- 
Death may be a comfortable Going to thee. 


For Chriſt's ſake, O Lord, bleſs all thy 
People, this Nation, and the Family I be- 
long to, Give all true Peace and Holineſs, 
Haſten the downfal of Babylon, the Converſion 
of the Fews, and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles. 


Heavenly F ather, I bleſs, praiſe, and mag- 
nify thee, for my Creation, Preſervation, and 


all the Bleſſings of this Life; but above all, 


for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that unſpeakable 
Gift of thine ; for the Means and Seaſons of” 
Grace, and for all thy Mercies,---- Hear me, 

O Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, in whoſ. Name 


and Words I further pray--= , - , 
Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hal- 


bed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy _ 
Il ill be done on Earth as it is in Heavens Give 


us this. Day our daily Bread, and forgive us 
our Debts as we forgive our Debtors, And 


lead us nat ints Temptetion dur deliver us frem 
„ | Evil. 
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Evil. For thine is the Kingdom,and the Power, 


and the Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
| ASSEEEEEEEHEEEES * K K R K K R K RR KRK RRR 


| CHAT. YF,; 
Containing ſome Letters of the late Reverend 
Ar. JohN Masod, which he ſent to ſe- 
weral of his Friends; tending to promate 
the Power of Godlineſs, both in Perſons and 


Families. 


TB l EDA n n 2 


LETT I 
T7 my dear Siſter, Mrs, Hannah Wyat, un- 
der Ullneſs, 


Dear $ ner, 


| 1 Beſeech his moſt merciful Majeſty to ſend 


his Word and heul you ! That we may 
not have Sorrow upon Sorrow !..... O, if it 
were his Will to reſtore” you for his Glory, 
and the Good of many J. .. And who can 


f tell, but by this Affliction he is fitting you 
for future Service? And that the Prayers of 


your many affectionate and faithful Friends 


may be a Means of your Recovery? Which 


J hope, through the Thank/ziving of many, 


vill redound to the Praiſe and Glory of God. 


But, I believe, it is not Recovery you 
wiſh for, any farther than as it will be a 
Manifeſtation of God's Pleaſure, and an Op- 
potunity of ſerving him; it is not that * 


> 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 89 


ſo much deſire, as to depart and to be with 
 Chrift, which indeed is far better. | 


My dear Sifter, what Thanks can we ren- 


der unto God who hath viſited us with Peace 


and Joy in the Holy Ghoft, through our 


dear Redeemer f and hath given us that Com- 


munion with him here, which is a Pledge of 
our joint Communion with him in ever- 


laſting Glory? Certainly you cannot but re- 


member ſome Bethel and Chebars, where 
the Lord hath met you and owned you; 
ſome Promiſes which have been made your 
own'; and ſome Times of refreſhing from the 
Preſence of of the Lord, Blefled be God that 
you have a Witneſs in yourſelf ; and internal 


Evidence, an inward Sight and Taſte that 


the Lord is gracious, 


The Lord hath acquainted you with thas 


which is the very Sum and Subſtance of the 


Goſpel, viz. That Chrift came into t he World 
to ſave Sinners: That a Chriſtian's Thank- 


fulneſs flows from Faith in the Promiſes: 


That Self-denial muſt run thro' the whole 


Courſe of his Life, as the Warp through the 
Woof: And that Chriſt is a Chriſtian's 


Life, Peace, Hope and Security: Whilſt he 8 


lives, we are in Safety: 
Mpilſt God is merciful and true, 
Me are bath fafe and happy tos: 


That a Chriſtian's important & daily Duty. 
8 to eye and . his continual Ajhftance s 


5 And 
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go Letters of the late 
And that our Recovery from dailyInfirmitieg 
muſt be by a daily Recourſe to this ever- 


living, ever loving, ever-pleading Advocate, 


You know alſo, that Submiſſion to the 
Will of God, is a yielding to thoſe Methods 
whereby he js conducting us to eternal Hap- 
pineſs and lory ; and that every Dram of 
Affliction is ordered us by the Love of our 
ever-gracious and all- merciful Father----- 


Bow then to his Sovereignty, and believe his 


Grace: You are in a happy Hand; in bap- 
py Circumſtances ; all the Paths of God are 
Mercy and Truth to you- --Infinite and im- 
mortal Thanks are due to our ever- bleſſed 
Father, Redeemer and Comforter, The 
Lord be with your Spirit ! --- Grace and 
Peace be with you ! Amen . I remain 
Your affectionate and 
muſt obliged Brother in the Lord, 
Jonx MAsox. 


e e bb bees be 
L 


To my dear T tend Mrs, Mary Holmes, 


Dear Friand, 
_ O Tit 5 might live in the Lord's 
Sight ! --== If I knew the preſent 

State of your Heart, I could better tell what 
to wiite 10 you, However, | ſhall ſet down 
Tome n for your Comfort, 


Do 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 
Do not ſay that you are left of God, 5 
there is no Hope for you: I tell you there i is 


Metcy enough in God, Merits enough in 
Chriſt, Power enough in the Spirit, Room 


enough in Heaven, and Scope enough in the 


Promiſes for you. 

Do not ſay that you area Reprobate, and 
a Caſt-· away; it is a Sin to think ſo: Every 
one is bound to hope that he is elected; and, 
in Virture of that Hope, to ſtrive to make 
his Calling and Election ſure, The Lords good 
to them that wait for him, and to the Soul 
that ſeeketh him. Lam. iii. 25. There will 
be Doubts and Fears, but we muſt not cheriſh 
them, We muſt not queſtion God's Ability 


to ſave; for he can do all Things: Nor muſt 


we queſtion his Willingneſs to ſave ; for he 
bath ſent his own Son into the World to fave 
us Say to thyſelf, he hath made me willing 
to be ſaved, and is not he willing to ſave me? 


Alas] my tender Mercies are Cruelties in Re- 


ſpect of his infinite Compaſſions © We cannot ' 
be ſo willing to confeſs din, as he is to par- 
don it. We cannot deſire to be ſaved, ſo 
much as h e delights to ſave. None ever truſt- 
ed him, but they found him a good God. 
Therefore, my dear Friend, have honòur“ 
able Thoughts of God. I hough: he ſhould 
hide himſelf from thee for a Moment, yet 


lift up thy Heart to him, and wait tor him; 3 
in 88 own Time he wall, make. himſelf , 
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92 Letters of the late 
known unto you; he will be your own 
God, for your own dear Saviour's Sake. 
Perhaps you lit in Darkneſs ; but the Lord 
will be your Light. It is darkeſt a little be- 
fore the break of Day : Light is ſown for the 
Righteous, and Foy for the Upright in Heart ; 
and it will ſpring up. Behold the Huſband- 
man waits for the precious Fruits of the Earth : 
Be patient then, and wait for God in theUſe 
- of all hisMeans.and the good Hour will come, 
Perhaps you find a Coldneſs and Deadneſs 
of Heart, and complain that you cannot 
ſerve God with Life and Affection. This 
is a Complaint of many of God's dear Chil- 
dren. But we muſt do what we. can, we 
muſt be reading, hearing, praying, waiting 
upon God in his own Way, and he will give 
us his quickening Spirit. | 
The Id will reproach us; but it re- 
proached Chriſt before us. We muſt be wil- 
ling to follow a ſuffering Saviour in a ſuffer- 
ing Way. Whatever Men ſay againſt us, they 
| muſt anſwer for it, not we. Only let our Con- 
ver ſation be fach as becometh the Goſpel of 
| Chrift. Let us give no Occaſion to his Enemies 
to blaſpheme his Name, And he that ſuffered 
ſo much for us, O ! let him not ſuffer by us. 
We muſt take our Rules of Living from 
the Word, and not from the World, And 
the Lord give us Wiſdom to direct us, and 


eu to 1 us in his own bleſſed wr 


. Mr. John Maſon: 93 


----- And to confirm our Obedience and Pa- * 


tience, let us remember, that the Lord is 
coming, and his Reward is with him: He 
is coming to receive us to himſelf, that where | 


he is we may be alſo. 


And as for the Things of this Life, the 
ſame Love that provided a Saviour for thee, 
will provide all neceſſary temporal Bleſſings 
for thee : Thy heavenly Father, who knows 
what is beſt for thee, will chuſe thine Inbe- 
ritance ; therefore be not too careful about 
theſe Things, but reſt your Care upon him 
who careth for you. Leave yourſelf with 
him for he is Love, 1 John iv. 8, Commit 
your whole Self, Soul and Body, into the 
Hands of his infinite Love. | 

Now the Lord of his infinite Mercy put 


his Spirit into this dead Letter, for the 


Quickening ye your Soul; and I beſeech him to 
make it effectual for your eternal Good. 


I commend you to God,. and the Word of Ml 
his Grace, and reſt 


+ 


Your faithful Friend, 


Torn Mas ox. 


LETTER 
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| LETTER m | ſpe 
To my dear Siſter Mrs, Margaret Holmes, | 
Dear 8ifter, tha 


.- MAY theſe Lines find you well and hap- but 
1 py---I j joy in the Thoughts, that your you 
Soul is ſecur'd in the Hands of Chriſt, and hav 
that in this Life you are as happy as Centen her 


itſelf can make you. ...... Who hath the mo 
largeft Share of external Comforts, but he cep 
who believes this World is Vanity? Indeed mo 


the ſureſt Experience of the World's Empti- tha 
| neſs ariſeth from a Taſte of Chriſt's Fulneſs. MW Bio 
| Though there be nothing but Diſappoint- 

ments in the World to them that make it 

their Idol, yet it will be laviſhly purſu'd and 

= Crav'd by them, becauſe they know no better 

& Things; for the infatuated Idolater hath not oh 

= the Senſe to ſay within himſelf, L there not 

a2 Lye in my right Hand? 

O bleſſed be God, who hath engag'd your 
Heart for himſelf ; in the Strength of Chriſt 
follow on to know him, How ſhould the p 
Way of ſpiritual Thriſt be valu'd and im- I 
prov'd by thoſe who are taught of God, Or 


where their main and eternal Intereſt lies:! ws 
Where every ſuperadded Degree of Favour 8 
in Religion doth at once increaſe the Stock i in Bin 


4 - the Heart, and the Bank that is Jaid up in jn 
Heaven. *Tis a Proviſion of Spikenard, and thi 
Precious Oiatment, againſt our Funeral. .., M. 


Let | 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon: a 5 
Let us call thoſe our golden Houts iat are 
ſpent with God. 

I ſhould now at large commend to you 
that excellent Duty of Self- - Examination, 
but that it hath been effectually preſſed upon 
you by a dear Saint now in Heaven. Nor 
have I cauſe to doubt, but as her Memory, ſo 
her Counſels are inviolably preſerv'd in the 
moſt inward Rooms of your Heart. ., Ac- 
cept the hearty Reſpects of me and mine... 
molt ardently deſiring for you all the Bleſſings 
that were purchaſed by the molt valuable 
Blood of the Son of God, I remain in him, 

Dear Siſter. - 
Your 2 affeftionate Brother, 
JohN MAsON 


BB 08 MON MOR UB ZB B85 
LETTER IE | 


To the ſame. 


My dear Sifter, 
F Preſerve Carefully my ancient Reſpects. 
Though I have been long ſilent Jam your 
Orator — the higbeſt Throne, and do 
earneſtly deſire, that you may grow in the 
Faith of Jeſus, and in lively Communion with 
him, which is the moſt comfortable Thing 
in the World. . Alas ! we are leſs than no- 
thing, worſe than nothing. Chriſt is all..;, 
May he be ſo to 65. . Let us glorify him 
: | * 
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more by relying upon his Satisfaction and 
Merits, for all that we can do or ſuffer can- 
not atone for the leaſt of our Sins. . .. Tis 
the Selſ-emptied Heart, and Beggar's Hand, 
that muſt receive this inGaite Gift of God: 
The Woman of Canaan is our Pattern..,, 
True, Lord, I am no better than a Dag, 
but there are Crumbs for Dogs. I am as 
« gad as Sin can make me, and deſerve to be 
< as miſerable as Hell can make me; but 
Lord, 1 am not ſo bad as thou art good; 1 

«am not ſo miſerable as thou art merciful..., 

O, my dear Siſter, I deſire that you may 
now live by Faith, and breathe by Prayer; 
that you may finally dwell above, bert 
Chriſt ſitteth at the right Hand of God... The 
Lord fpiritualize our Souls, and quicken us 
according to his Loving Kindneſs... We 
long to ſee you.... Farewel in Chriſt. 


Vr affettionate Brother, 
JohN Mason, 


1 808 L 95 95 EGG OG 
„ LET | 
To the ſame. 
Ay dear Siſter, 
V O U are dearly remembered by us; 
though we ſeldom converſe perſonally, 
or by Letters, our hearty Prayers are for you 
at the Throne of Grace. I hope we ſhall 
meet together before the Throne of CT 


— 


joy the Preſence of God on Earth, and are 
therefore prepared to enjoy the Preſence of 
Chriſt in Heaven. .., Doubtleſs*the Lord is 


our Father; though our earthly Parents be 


ignorant of us. I commend you to him 
through Chriſt ... Let us hope in the Lord, 
who is Almighty and moſt Merciful .... The 
Lord abound in hisMercy to you ! May he be 
2 Sun to direct you, aShield to protect you, a 
Portion to ſuſtain you, and aGod to ſave you 

O, that we may hear the Rod! which faith 
i... Sin no more; get an Intereſt in Chris 


prize Time; and prepare to meet your G 


That we may inwardly hear the Voice of the 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 97 
I hope I need not ſuggeſt Arguments of 
Comfort to you, who know what it is to en- 


Rod, whilſt we outwardly feel the Smart of 


it... I beſeech the Lord to proſper you every 
Way ; to watch over you; and to rejoice 
over you, to do you good; to fweeten your 
Life with his Love, and to fit you for his 


whole Pleaſure....No more, but all hearty 


Reſpects to you, and that I am 


8 


Tours, in our deare/ſ# Redeemer, 
Joann MAsoN. 
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98 Letters of the late 
LETTER VI, 
To Mrs. Elizabeth Glover, 


My FITS O'S in Chrif, | 
| pov hard a Thing is it to exerciſe Faith 
when we have moſt need of it ? And 
how ſad a Thing is it, that when we have 
moſt need of the Lord's Preſence and Help, 
we ſhould then eſpecially grieve him with 
our Doubts and Diſtruſts? However we have 
this to comfort us, that where the Lord ſeeth 
Faith in Sincerity he will pardon its Infirmi- 
ty. ... But O ! when ſhall we believe againſt 
. Senſe, and hope againſt Hope? When ſhall 
we give all Glory to God by grounding upon 
his Word, when we want preſent Experi- 
_ ence and feeling ? - ſaying, 

The Glory of my Glory till ſhall be, 

To give all Glory and neil to thee. 
When ſhall we attain to that excellent 
Frame of believing which the Church was 
in, Mic, vii. 8, 9. Rejoice not againſl me, C 
znine Enemy; whey £ Fall 1 ſhall ariſe ; when 1 
it in Darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a Licht unto 
me, I will bear the Indignation of the. Lord, 
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my Cauſe, and execute Fudgment for me. He 
107 brirg me. forth to the i, and T jhall 
bebald bis Aue : 


But 


becauſe I have ſinned againſt him, until he plead 


ble Spirit. Remember Chriſt was humble. 


Neæv. My. John Maſon. og.” 


But though we have not attain'd fo far, let 
us bleſs God for any Meaſure of Faith, one 
Grain whereof excelleth all the Riches in the 
World. .. And let us take heed — in- 
to Sin. "Th lie under the Hidings of God's 
Face is a great Afffiction; but to lie under 
2 Senſe of his Dijpleaſure is a greater. There is 


ho Evil fo great as Sin. Let us flee from Er- 


ror and Temptation; ; avoid ill Company, 
which will either taint us, or grieve us; be 


jealous over our own Spirits; hate Preſump- 


tion and Careleſneſs, and be much in humble : 
Prayer, and holy Fear. I am | 
Your ſincere Friend, 
Joax Mason. 
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LETTER: VIE 
| : Torthe fame, 

Lows ing Chriſtian Friend, "i 
You complain of that in your Letter = 
| which no Creature upon Earth is free 
from, The beſt Chriſtian muſt acknowledge 
that Pride dwelleth in him. You do well to 


complain of it; but you muſt ſtrive againſt it, 
and ſo we mult all.. There is ſo much of 


Heaven in the Soul as there is of Humility. 
. .. Take à true Meaſure of yourſelf. Conſi- 
cer hat you are. Beg of the Lord for a hum 
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100 Letter of the late 


As for your Temptations, | and Caſtings 
down,....itis no News to hear of a tempted 
Chriftian, or a dejected Saint. I cannot ſee 
that any other Temptation hath- taken you 
than what is common to the People of God, 
Let not Zion ſay, her God bath forſaken ber; 
her God hath forgotten her, Can a Mether 
for get. her ſucking Child? ... You may be in 
the Dark a while, but wait for the Lord, as 
they that wair for the Morning. To his 
everlaſiingGrace andMercy I commend you, 


and remain 
Your faithful Friend, 
Jonn Mason. 


ADELE SS 8 KER S888 8 


LET FES YVHL 

T0 the ſame, 
Ay dear Friend in cur dearefl Lord Yeſus, 
HE Lord hath faid, I will never fail you 
nor for ſake you. He will not turn away 
Foam doing you good ; but he will put bis Fear 
into your inward” Parts, that you Shall neuer 
depart ſrom bim. Having theſe Promiſes let 
us Hand faſt, holding Faith and a good Con ſci- 
once... Let us allow God to be infinitely 


|. wiſer than ourſelves, and maintain henour- 


1 of his Majeſty and Mercy; for 
as is his Majeſty, ſo is his Mercy. Let us 


bow to Sovereignty, and belies his 
Grace. 


Rev. 1 lohn Maſon. Tor. 


Grace. There are Crumbs for Dogs; Gifts 


for Rebels; and Compaſſions for Sinners.... 
The Lord increaſe our Hope, encourage our 
Faith, and inflame our Love, and perſect that 
which concerns us 1. . .... As we have had 


joint Communion with our good God on 


Earth, I truſt it ſhall be perfected in Glory. 
I% everlaſting Glory is my dear Siſter 
IWyat & my dear Brother Peter Holmes late= 
ly gone, The Lord, who (I truſt ) had fit- 
ted them for himſelf, fit us alſo l., O! bleſ- * i 
ſed be God, for Good Hope through Grace! 
eee Pray for me, that I may ſtand faſt in 
the Lord. ...... With. mine and my Wife's 
kind Reſpect to you, and commending you 
to infinite and eternal Mercy in Chriſt, Lreft 


in him 
>". aw a 
and affettionate Friend, 


EL” Jon Mason. : 

po TscnIp WS 

Let not your Heart be troubled, ye beli eve in 
Cd, c. | 
7 ruſt in the Lord, and di gad. 
Look unto Jeſus, the Author and Fiir of >, 


your Faith, - 
Surely there is an End, and thine Erhe- = 


tron hall not be cut off. 5 
It is hut a little while and he that ſhall come. 


will rome; and n not 5 5 
LE ITE R 
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. I. E11! 
To the ſame, 
My dearly Beloved in the Lord, 


x HAVE had abundance of Comfort whilf 


I have been' caring for thy precious Soul 
( the Lord is my Witneſs /) and I ho pe we 
ſhall both rejoice together in the hs of 
Chriſt, | 
I received your Letter, and read it with a 
Tad Heart, finding you were troubled, The 
Lord guide you and ſettle you! 


J look upon this as a ſure Principle--that 


the Worſhip of God muſt agree with the 

Word of God. I judge a Form of Prayer 
lawful, as agreeable to the Word of God., 
The Ceremonies are no Part of God's Wor- 
ſhip, for then they muſt be Matter of Neceſ- 
fity, which we hold them not to be.. .. but 
Matters of Decency and Order,as the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Let all Things be done decently, and in 
Order. Neither Sin nor Holineſs is to be 
put in them; but they are of the Nature of 
thoſe Meats which (the Apoſtle faith) if w 
eat we are not the better 3 ; 2f we eat not we 
are nat the worſe . .. I do not know your 
particular Scruples, otherwiſe I ſhou'd be 
glad to offer what Satisfaction I could. I on- 
Iy tell you ſome Part of my Thoughts. I have 
much Cbhriſtian Affection for thoſe that are 
© otherwiſe minded; in vale they be purely 

. T1 con- 


| 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 103 
conſcientious, humble, and charitable Souls. 
The Lord keep you through his Name! 
. Jam your faithful Friend that tenderly 
loves your Soul, 


: Joun MasoN, 


HEME 
- LETTER: X 


My dearly beloved Friends in Chriſt, 
1 Rejoice in God, who hath called you into 


the Fellowſhip of his Son, our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt ; and into that Grace, wherein you 


ſtand. Let us remember that we are, dy 


Nature, Children of Wrath, even as others. 
We might have been caſt into Hell long ago. 
Were we not provoking Sinners? O how did 


the Lord call upon us, and we regarded. him 
not ?. . But did the Lord ſtand and knock, 


and call till he made us anſwer, Speak, Lord, 
for thy Servants bear ? Did he give us Ears 


to 3 Would he not let us alone, till he 


had won our Hearts ?...... O bleſfed be his 


Name ! We might have been Blaſphemers, 


Perſecutors, Haters & Deſpiſers of that which 
is good, at this Day. We might have counted 


the Life of Religion Madnefs ; Praying, and 
Profeſſing of Religion, Fancy andFolly. We 
might have been left to ourſelves; all our 
Hope might have been in this Life ; all our 


rd in thus Wald! 5 all. our Conkdence 14 
in | 
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in Creatures; & all our Heaven upon Earth: 
Hath the Lord caus'd us to know better 


things? O let us admire his Free Grace, now. 


and for ever 
My Friends, Conſider how great Things 
the Lord hath done for you. Call to mind 


your former Experiences, and live as thoſe 


whom the Lord hath redeemed by his Blood, 


Nou you muſt look upon yourſelves as the 


Lord Chriſt's, and not your own. Conſider 
from what you are Called, and to what you 
are called. 


Mauld you live holily, obſerve theſs Rules. "ol 


I. Live in the Eye of God. 2. Obſerve 

the Example of Chriſt. 3. Conſider the Fruit 
and End of Things. 
Shame and Sorrow. Sin is a Viper inthe end: 


The Fruit of Sin is 


But the Fruit of Righteouſneſs is Peace; Ho- 
lineſs is eternal Life, in the end. 4. Bind the 
Commandments upon your Hearts. 5. Shun 
the Appearances, and the leaft Beginnings of 
Sin. 6. 
e 


My Friends, Would you lrue comfortably, 
take theſe Directions. 


1. Live not fo much upon the Comforts 


. 


of God, as upon the God of Comforts. Be 
afraid of Unbelief; that is a great Sin. Do 


not n. your * above God's ſaving 


Tower. | 


Be * 8 fervent 1 in ſecret 


5 Rev Me. John Maſon: 10 5 


Power. | Beliee'i in the Word, firmly and 

conftantly. Truſt perfectly to the Grace and 
Mercy of God in Chriſt. I will truſ in the 
Mercy of God (faith David) for ever and euer, 
Plal, lii. 8. 2. Beware of Sin, eſpecially of 
wilful Sin: That will bring a Cloud, and 
make a Breach between God and your Soul. 
3. Do not mind earthly Things, O take heed 
of unlawful Aﬀections ; of an unlawful Car- 
riage of the Heart, about lawful Things. 
4, Examine the Ways of your Heart daily: 
Search yourſelves. Vat Sin have I commit- 
ted? What Duty have 1 omitted this Day? 
Every Night 160k back upon the Thoughts 

and Affections, and Speeches of the Day paſt. 
Confeſs your Failings over the Head of the 
Scape-Goat, This is another neceſſary Means 
to keep your Peace with God, and to walk 
comfortably before him : And 1 pray obſerve 
it. 5. Examine your Heart farther, and con- 
ſider the gracious Actings and Workings of 
God's bleſſed Spirit within you; what good 
Thoughts, what good Deſires, Aims, Reſo- 
utions, God hath put into you; Confider 
waat Out-goings of your Heart, after God, 

there have been; what knees and Influ- 
ences of his Grace. Daily examine your 
Hearts for theſe Things, and give God the 
Glory of all the gracious Workings of bis 
Spirit in your Soul. 6. If you would walk 

my with God, mind not what's 
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more comes in at the Year's end, 
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forg'd, but what is written, Heed not every 
Fancy the Devil may dart into you (for then 
you lie at theMercy of your Enemy) but keep 
cloſe to the written Word of God. Thus it i 
written, ſaid our Saviour toSatan the Tetnpter, 
$5500 much for comfortable Walking, 


Des F cd Would ys you wall peaceab 
and charitably, rake theſe Rules. 


1. Remember God hath called you to Peace. 
2. Remember when Chriſt was reviled, 5 
reviled not again, 3. If others neglect thei 
Duty to you, yet do not you neglect your 
Duty to God, nor to them. Let not another's 
Sin cauſe you to ſin: To render Railing ſor 
Railing, is to return Sin for Sin. 4. You 


maſt ſhew your Love to God, whom you 
| have not ſeen, by your Love to your Brother, 


whom you ſee daily, Shew your Piety by 
your Charity. 5. Conſider that an unbridled 
Tongue is a Sign of an unſanctified Heart, 


They that have not Dram of Grace to tame 


their Tongues, ſhall 6ne Day want a Drop 
of Water to cool their Tongues. 6. Do good 
to others. If they do not thank you for it, 


yet God will bleſs you for it. The leſs Re. 


ward you have on Earth, the greater ſhall 


your Re ward be in Heaven: As thelefs Wages 


the Servant takes up within his Year, the 


8 


Dear 


ſelves 
Nam 
Hear 
with 
Wor 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 107. 


DearFriends'; ; Would you be netic in good 
Mays and Purpoſes, take theſe Directions. 


1. Remember you have engaged yourſelves 


to God, and therefore you muſt keep your- 


ſelves from Idols. Vou have given up your 


Names to God, and you muſt give up your 


Hearts to God. You have made a Covenant 
with God by Sacraments. If Satan or the 
World are Suiters for your Hearts, tell tem, 
Vs are already deſpos' d af; you are pre- engag d 
6% God ; jeu have choſen your God, and you 
muſt not think of changing him. 2, ' Confiter 
whither would you go from Chriſt ? Where 
do you think to find ſuch another God as your 
God; ſuch another Friend as Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Remember, if it be good to draw near to 
God, it is better to draw nearer to him: Still 
the nearer, the better. One may ſee an End 
of earthly Perfection; but there is noEnd of 
the Perfection of Jeſus Chriſt. 4. Be down- 
right for God; and you ſhall findSoul-heart- 
ning Comfort in God, that ſhall keep you 
cloſe to God. 5. Walk humbly with God; 
that is the way to walk cloſely with God. 
If a Chriſtian is humble, he is a Chriſtian 
deed.: God will not fuffer ſuch a onE to be 
temptedrabove his Strength. 6. Let not Opi- 
nions ſwim in your Heads; that will —— | 
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fink into yourHearts,and that will make You 
ſtand. Be content, yea, willing to ſuffer for 
Chriſt ; who did ſo contentedly and willing. 
1y ſuffer for you. And if you ſuffer with 
him, you ſhall be glorified together.. 
Now, my dear Friends, the Lord be with 
you all! I beſeech him to ſtrengthen, fla. 
bliſh, confirm and ſettle you; and preſerve 
you all to his holy and everlaſting Kingdom, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. In whom, 


* am Your n Friend, 


J. M. 


ASSURE 38 S888 5 23 0508 


„ +: E R WG: 
Dear Briong i in Chriſt, 

1 Long to hear of the State of your l 0 

lay hold upon the LordJeſas Chriſt, by a 
true and lively Faith, He is an able, willing, 
only Saviour; the Soul's Reſting- Place, the 
- Soul's Dwaling- Place, the Soul's Hiding- 
Place: O chat you may be bid in him now, 
that you may be found in him at laſt. Sin 


muſt drive us 10 him, not from him. We need 


him infinitely, We are, like Peter, ſinking 
into the Waters: Save, Lord; or We perijh! 
Chriſt, or Hell, muſt be our Portion for ever. 
Cbriſt i is our only Ark, to fave us from pe- 
- Tiſhing. Every Sou] will be uncas'd, eber it be 
long; and then it will ap PPear whether they 
- ever 
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e you ever ſerkouſly applied themſelves to Chriſt. 


er for There is no Condemnation to them that are in 


ling - Chri/t Feſus. Nothing but Condemnation to 
with them that are out of him. Faith makes Chriſt 

ours. This confilts in Sea/f-denial, and Self- 
reſgnation. We muſt ſee our Sins, ſo far 


as to deny ourſelves ; deny our ſelves, ſo far 
as to reſign ourſelves up into the ſaving Arms 


pardoned, ſaneified, ſaved for ever. 


Heart ſome Queſtions. 


it been my greateſt Burden - ? | 
2. Have I confeſſed my particular Sins, and 


the Sinfulneſs of my Nature, with Sorrow ? 


.0 2. Have I been forced to make my Appeal to 


by a Ml Chr it, knowing that I am loſi for ever, unleſs 
ng, ll » freely ſave me? Have 1 cried for a Chriſty 


the I as a condemned Man 'for a Pardon? 


ng- 4. Do believe he is able and willing to ſave. 
, ne? Do l believe that he that ſpread his Arms 
Sin N on the Croſs to die for me, ſpreads his Arms nous | 


ed I in the Goſpel, and in Heaven, to ſave ne? 
ing MW Have 1 pleaded his Premiſes? O what a pre- 


hl cons Promiſe is that, John vi. 37. "Him that 


er. cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe ca out ! 
Je 5. Have I had Foy and Prate in Believing? 


5 to abhor ourſelves; abhor ourſelves, ſo far 


of tan only Saviour. They that do this, are 
Now let me intreat you to aſk your own 


1. Hath Sin been laid to * Heart? hath 
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6. Do I love Chrift more than Richbs, Hy. 
nours, Pleaſures? Do I love all his Ordi- 
nances ® Do I love all his Saints ? 


De 1 hate Sin in itſelf ? Do 1 hate Sn 


in myſelf Do I hate every Sin ? every falſe 


Mays? 


8. Do I unfeignedly, rey yield up myſelf 


20 the Service of my Saviour? 
If your Heart anſwers to theſe Queſtions, 


happy, happy, are you, that ever you were 


born. 


O my Fried, I commend you to Chriſt. f 
The “Lord follow you with the Motions of his 
Spirit; that you may follow him with con- 


tinual Supplications in the Spirit ! That, of 


the Fulneſs of Chriſt, you may receive Grow 
for Grace... . The Peace of God, and the 
God of e be with you. With mine and 


my Siſter's Love, deſiring your Prayers, I reſt 
Naur affettionate Friend in Cbriſi, 
JohN Magox, 


DESISSÞ: PG e A 


LETTER XI. 


1 ates” 
My dear Friend, | 


1 A the Hand of the Lord is gone out 


againſt you: O hear the Rod, and who hath 
appointed it! O turn to him that ſmiteth you! 


1 hath ods the Lord to take away the , 


Earth 


digging about you; pray now that you may 
be fruitful, Now fly from the Wrath to 
come, and lay hold on eternal Life. Now let 


the Buſineſs of your Soul be the Buſinefs of 


your Life. Open your Doors to Chriſt : in- 


him m your Family. Whilſt your Hand is in 


this World, let your Heart be in Heaven: 


O lay up for yourſelf {Treaſure there. What 
is the World! Seek Things above. If we be 
not ſure of Chriſt, what are we ſureof ? If 
young ones die, how long have we to live f.. 

O ftrive to enter in at the ſtraight Gate. 
Search and try your Ways Conſider in the 


Lord's Fear, wherefore he hath thus contend- 


ed with you. Repent of every Sin your Con- 
ſcience ſets before you: Confeſs Sin, and ear- 
neſtly plead the Blood of Chriſt: Now the 
Lord hath a Controverſy with you, humble 
yourſe}f under bis mighty Hand. Cry for 
the Blood of Sprinkling : Never reſt till your 


Pardon be ſealed through the Blood of Chriſt. 


. Our kind Reſpects from hence to you 


; "ond your Wife. The Lord pity you in your 
great Afflictions, and every way bleſs you. 


1 am your loving fr tend, | 


E . JohN Maso. 
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Earth that lay next your Root: He hath been 


vite him to dwell among you, by worfhipping . 


41. 


n 4 


? ; 
j 
1 3 
33.0! 
: 
£ 1 
Ss | 
| 
; 
' 


* 


12 inen of 'he late 


LETTER XIII. 


i crab e e 
: THESE are to thank you for your piou: 


and kind Letter; and to aſſure you of 
my hearty Affection to you and yours. For 
Why? Had you been a perfect Stranger to 
me, if I had but heard that there was ſucha 
one as lov'd Chriſt in Sincerity, and earneſth 


deſired more Communion with him, a deeper 


Senſe of his Love, and larger Communication 
of his Graces, I ſhould be very antvort hy to 


deny my Love and Reſpect to ſuch a worthy 
Object. But ſince I have had the ſpiritual 


i 


Benefit and Comfort of your Acquaintance 
for divers Years together (wherein we took 
ſveet Counſel together, and walk'd to the 


- Houſe of God as good Friends, where we 
were mutually refreſhed with the Mord and 


Bread of Life, eating of the ſame ſpiritual 
Meat, and drinking of the ſame ſpiritual 


| Drink, and receivng ſweet Pledges: of our 


eternal Communion with God) God fordid I 


ſhould be wanting in any Office of Chriſtian 


Love toward you and yours, Nor Col eſteem 
your Fealouſy to be any other than the Fruit 
of your abundant Love, which is not utterly 
Joft, though I confels with Shame, I fall 


ſhort of that neceſſary Goſpel Duty of Bro- 


her ly Kindneſs, as I do of all others, which ! 


— God to cover with his Mercy in 


Chriſt, 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 1 15 


Chriſt. The Lord enable me to run with Di- 


ligence and Patience the Race which he hath 
ſet before me 4 
Lmyford, which is left as Sheep without | | 


.... God be merciful to Little 


a Shepherd, But if they hunger and thir/t af- 


ter the Word of Righteouſneſs they ſball be 4 
filled I hope when Thave Leifure and Op- 


portunity I ſhall not be wanting to them, 


The Lord comfort their Hearts. I and my 


Wife remember our hearty Reſpects to you 


and yours, God hath been infinitely merct- 
ful to us, afid hath given us a Daughter (now 


call'd Martha.) T hope he will perfect his 


Mercy towards us. We are full of his Mer- 


cies, O that we were full of his Praiſes !... 


My Prayers are for you and yours; whom 


God bleſs, preſerve, and keep. O that all 
his Ways might be Mercy and Truth towards 
you Caſt not away your Confidence, which 


hath ſo great Recompence of Reward. The 
Life of Senſe is a troubleſome, diſquieting Life 3 


for what doth Senſe diſcover but Vanity and 


Miſery ? But the Life of Faith is a comfort-/ 
able Life, For Faith makes glorious Diſco- 


veries of God and Chrift, Saints and: Angels, 


Reſt and Peace, and Life for ever. Nothing i 
troubles you when you are above, --- Keep . 


where you are well, I remain 


— 


JoHN Masox. 
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5 LETTER N 


Dear Friend, 
© e Providence hath W us, 
yet it refreſneth me to think upon 
you, Ol that I am intereſted in your Prayers 
as you are in mine, Well, if we are met in 
Chriſt, we ſhall meet upon the Bench in the 
great Day of Aſſize, and before a Throne of 
Glory in our Father's Kingdom. In the mean 
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with him. In hisPrefence is Fulne/5 of Foy. It 
is not ſo much the Change of Place, as the 
Preſence of God, which makes Heaven. There 
is Heaven where God ſhines and manifeſts 
Himſelf. When aSoul can ſay, I would not go to 


-——- — IT 


N nts ben 


if 1 ſhould be caſt into the Flames of Hell, 1 
could not find in mine Heart to blaſpheme %; 
the Exerciſe of ſuch a Meditation wil 
| mightily help her againſt Temptations. 
Many a good Soul doth not know how 


affection ſtirring within her. -- O then, ſhe 
is in a new, ſerene, comfortable Frame [ Sa- 
tan flies. Perſect Love cafts out Frar. Love 
God, and praiſe Gsd, and all is at Peace. 
_ Nay, te the Soul hath not got full Afu- 
Trance of her Pardon; yet if ſne ſets down this 
& Reſolution .... Let God be glorified ꝛbbatever 
| dGecomes of me. Lit the Angels ge him; 0 
4 bp "oo 


while, our God is with us both whilſt we are 


Haven, if it were not to meet God there; and 


much ke loves God; but when ſhe feels that 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 11 5 1 


the Saints praiſe bim; let the Jews and en- 
tiles be called in to praiſe him.; and if it may 
pleaſe his Divine Majeſiy, let my poor unworthy 
Soul praiſe him, and be a Praiſe to his Grace 
or ever and ever: If it can ſay this, it muſt 
be happy with it. That muſt needs be a hap- 
pySoul that breathes forth thePraiſes of God, 


aſcribes all Glory to God, and can fing 


"The @ lory of my Glory till ſhall be, 
Togive all Glory and myſelf to thee. 


The Lord putand keep your Heart in a 


praiſing Frame. O how well doth this ange- 


lical and evangelical Diſpoſition befit and be- 
come thoſe, who of Sinners are made Saints; 


of Enemies, Children; of Slaves, Heirs ; of | 


burning Brands, ſhining Stars ! When we 
conſider ſeriouſly what we have been, and 
what we might have been, nay, what we mu/? 


have been, if infinite Mercy had not prevent- 
ed; (as the Lord was ſeen in the Mount, 
when Iſaac lay bound upon the Altar, IVier- 


cy came in between the Knife and the Sacri- 
fice ) inſtead of being ſcourg'd, how nobly 


pardon'd and promoted! rais'd from Devils 


to Angels Company; from the loweſt Depth 
to the greateſt Height; this ( I ſay) if we 


conſider it, is Matter of Admiration, not of 


Expreſſion. If we had as many Tongues as 
we haveVeins orDrops of Blood, they could 
never utter a thouſandth Part of the due 
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| | | Praiſes of Divine Grace. Let us now magni- 
5 the Lord, and exalt his Name together, 
O the Height, and Breadth, and Depth, and 
Ul Length,of the Father's Love! O the infinite 
and unſearchable Riches of Bree Grace / O! 
the tremendous Myſtery, and invaluable Mer- 


cy of the Incarnation of the Son of God ! O 
the ſtupendous Humiliation and Condeſcen- 
ſion of eternal Glory and Omnipotency ! O 
the unparallePd Love of a dying Saviour! O 
the ſweet heavenly Communion of the bleſ- 
Wi fed cee Lord, what do theſe 


what is our F ather 8 Houſe, that thou haſt 
brought us hitherto? That thou ſhouldſt 
make thy ſelf glorious in our Glory, who 
had made our ſelves vile in diſhonouring thy 
Name ?.... Q, let us give him our whole 
Souls, who bath redeem'd them by his Blood 


Xx _ ER —— 
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dear a Purchaſe. Faręwel, my deareſt F riend 
in the Lord, in 1 whom I am 
Dur true Friend, 


z * 


* = 


Things mean? .. Lord, what are we? or 


For it is fit he ſhould have the 3 of ſo 


ä Sranzen, 5 Jonx M scx, 
Oct. 19. 1672. „ 
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LETTER xv. 


Ay dear Friend, | 

THOU GH we be mene on Earth D 
we ſhall meet in Heaven; though our 

Work ſhould not lie together in the Lord's 

Vineyard, yet I hope we ſhall ſup together 


d Apoſtle Paul had no certainDwelling- place; 


nay, our bleſſed Saviour had. not where to lay 
his Head. We may be poured from Veſſel to 
| Veſſel, and toſſed to and fro upon this Ocean; 


in our Harbonr. My Prayers are and ſhall 
be for thee, that God would difpoſe'of thee 
to his own Glory and thy Comfort. Let 


not thy Heart be troubled, thou believeſt in 
God, Sc. I ſaw your Mother Veſterday, 


and ſhe was in good Health, as we all are 
Ne 


It will not be long, I; hope, e'er we be fixed 


Pg 


O with Chriſt; though we do not ſojourn toge- 
ſ- ther, yet I hope we ſhall dwell. together to all 
ſe Eternity; if we ſhould never feaſt together 
or any more upon the Word and Sacrzmeiits, 
ſt yet I hope we ſhall eat that Bread and drink 
iſt that Wine which is for ever new in our _ Ka 
10 Kingdom. Be of good Comfort, Si/er, it 

y but yet a very little while, and he that hall 
le come, will come, and will not tarry. We 
L ſhall be welcome at home however it fares 
o | with us in our Journey, Remember the 
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I ure, M d I fhedld- he glad ciel! 
do hear of your Welfare, I reſt Provi 
Ui: 8 Dur Friend in Cprin. ] belie. 
Fs Stanton, Joan Mason. —_— 
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1 My dear Friend in Chrift, 77 x 
ii EE Providence of the Lord extends its of 
wh ſelf to every Thing; but there is a ſpe- Y 3 
Ci) cial Providence over the Children of God, I * ©** 
I Tim. iv. 10, The Profidences of God to 5 
Fi the Children of God are purchaſed Providen- iſ Ca 


ces, ſanctiſted Providences, Sou! Providences: W who 
They are Ordinances to them, Inftruments Ten 
of good to their Souls. Again, the Provi- Con 
dences of God to his. Children are Promiſes | Ear 
fulfilled, Pjal. xxv. 10. Again, the Provi- My 
dences of God to his Children are the Fruits the 
and Anfwers of Prayer. Again, the Provi- the | 
, dences of the Lord ſteer the Children of God Lor 
. Heaven- wards, Again, the Providences of i Loy 
God combine and join their Forces for the 
good of every ſincete ſingle- hęar ted Believer, 
Rom. viii. 28. Ay Friend, this, I truſt, is your 
Happineſe, that you are under the Eye and 
- Conduct and Tuition of a We and 2 


U 


25 - 


* 
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cial Providence. Let us anſwer the Call of 
Providence ; which is, to watch, pray, and 
believe ; and let us expect good Things from 
4 ge God; and graat Things from a great 


God, through our Faithful and dear Mediator, 


who ever lives to make Interceſſian far us,---I 


ſuppoſe you may have heard, that our Friend 


Mary Tomkins is gone to her efernal Reſt : 
She died triumphantly. 
her Death- Bed) What Things have I ſeen? 
Ann Kemp aſked her, Hath the Lord. given 
you a Glimpſe of Heaven ? I cannot tell, ſaid 
Mary) whether it bs Heaven or not, but Foys, 


Joys, ſuch Things as never mortal Eye beheld. 


1 have fought the good Fight, And ſo ſhe went 
on in heavenly Expreſſions. O 


who was afflicted and teſſed with ſo many 


Temptations in her Life- time, found Joy and 


Comfort in a dying Hour! The Lord was 
neareſt to her when ſhe needed him moſt, 
My Wife remains as formerly; I hope(thro? 


the Goodneſs of God) not worſe, I deſire 


the Continuance of your Prayers for us, The 
Lord be with your Spirit. No more, but our 
Love. In haſte, I reſt 


Your affettionate faithful 
Friend in Chril, 
: F. M. 
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IE TTER XVII. 


Dear Friend, 


HOUGH I am but a weak Interpreter 


of the Scriptures, and eſpecially of thoſe 


bard Places which are liable to ſo many diffe- 
rent Tranſlations and Expoſitions, as that is 


P/al. xi. 3. Yet that I may not be thought to 


fight your Requeſt { whoſe Profit] am bound 
to ſeek) I will tell you what ſeems to me to 
Not that 
David here doubted of God's W ord, as if it 


be the true Senſe of that Text. 


were not a ſufficient Foundation for him to 


build upon; (for in this P/a/m we find him 
very much believing, and confident in his 


God, from the Beginning to the End: I 
think rather, this was Part of the Speech of 


his carnal Counſellors, who had bid him 
Fly as a Bird to his Mountain, in the firſt 


Verſe; and they gave this Reaſon for it in 


the ſecond Verſe, For lo, (ſay they) the Wiel- 


ed bend their Bou, &c. But he ſcorns their 
carnal Counſel, in that Word, In the Lord 


put I my Truſt. But they continue their 


Speech in the third Verſe. If the Founda- 


tions be deſtroyed, what can the Righteaus-dot 
As if they had ſaid, The Foreſts, Mountains 


and Caves, are your ſtrongeſt Holds ; keep 


you will periſh, though your Cauſe be never 


B fo righteous, Holy David diſdains their car- 


nal 


j * 


hold you there, or 


ev. Mr. 


nal Advice,as you may read in the nextVerſe. 
There is a God in Heaven that takes Notice 


huoThings are carried in thelWeorld ; that will 


favour the Righteous (though he try them for 
a while ) but he will utterly defiroy theWWicked, 
and ſhew them no Mercy. Which is the 
Meaning of the fourth Verſe, and of thoſe 
that follow, to the End of the Pſalm. And 


this is the moſt natural Senſe, which, upon 


ſerious Conſideration, I can fix upon this 
Portion of Scripture. 


ter Interpretation. Ay dear Friend, It 


pities me to read your Complaints. The good 


Lord ( if it be his heavenly Will) reftore you 
the Joy of his Salvation, Self. abaſing, and 
conſtant Waiting upon God in his own bleſ- 
ſed Ways, are approv'd Means to recover 


loft Comfort. My Prayers are, and ſhall be 


for you. With mine and my Wife's hearty 
Love to you, and all our Chriſtian F riends 
with you, or near you, I reſt 


Your offered Friend, OSS ROB 


Fas Stratferd, 
Aug, 10, 25 A 


John Maſon. 121 


Not but that Iam 
willing to be informed by any one, of a bet- 
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Letters of the late 
LETTER XVII. 


Wy dear Friend, 55 
CHRIST be your Soul's Comfort 1 mg 
Though he hath taken away your Hu: 
band, the Defire of your Eyes, with a Stroke, 


he hath promiſed, that His Loving- Kindnſ 


He will not tate away, The World is full of 
Changes, but our God is unchangeable. 
Common Mercies are ſweet Mercies, but 


Covenant Mercies are ſure Mercies. Chriſt i; 


faithful: He ever Lives, and ( faith he ) be- 
cauſe I live ye ſhall live alſo. 

The Lord ſupport and comfert your Hear 
under this heavy Hand of his which he hath 
laid upon you. O |! that it may bring your 
Soul nearer to God, and to Jeſus Chriſt. O 


chat 2h at Providence which hath wrovght 


Death in your Huſband, may work Life in 
your Heart. Hate ſin; overcome the World; 
Jove Chriſt; mind Heaven. and heavenly 
Things, my dear Chriſtian Friend. 

I have great Hopes that your Soul is ſafe, 
however it may pleaſe the Lord in his Wil 
dom to deal with your Body and Family. 
Submit yourſelf cheerfully to his Will and 
Pleaſure ; and ſay, Lord, here I am, here is ny 
family, do with me what ſhall ſeem good in 
thine Eyes. The Lord be gracious to you. 
The Lord be gracious to Harverſbam. The 


Lord awaken the Hearts of the People. 0 


that 


2 * 


Rev. Me. John Maſon. 123 
that they might repent quickly! Becauſe 
Wrath is gone out from the Lord. The Lord 
ſtay his Hand if it be his Will. The Lord 


F 
clas ſtand between the Living and the Dead. 
The Lord bleſs his Word and Rod to your= 
ſelf and others. The Lord dwell, and rule, M 
and walk in the Midſt of you. O keep cloſe - il 
to God ! he will never fail you nor forſake ; 
My Prayers are for you. My kind Reſpects 1 
to yourſelf and all ourChriſtian Friends, My 
wife ſends her Love to you. The Lord be 1 
with youn Spirit. --- I remain = 
4 Your loving Friend i in the Lord, | | 
. ee : JO Magox — 
en Wa ASAT KB NG NING BG B 
lll LETTER. Xl 
"Jl y dear Chriſtian Friend, and heartily be- 
16 loved in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ] lj - 
-— WV Hat a good God have we ! that remem- = 
2 bers us in our low Eſtate, thinks upon 


e when we are poor and needy, and is near- 
77 eſt to us when we need him moſt ! He · is a 9 
= Sun to comfort us, a Shield to protect us; be 

gives us Grace, he gives us Glory, hegives | 
us Himſelf, O what a good God have eo 4 


ON Thy hath he choſen us | We did not. 
. M 2 cC.hooſe 


in the Time of your Sickneſs, 
[ill Apoſtle Peter was upon the Water, he 
ſail, Lord, bid me come to thee. 
many of Chritt's Friends have deſired him 
And did you run to embrace 
Chriſt? Did you rejoice in the Thoughts of 
his Coming? And long te depart, that you 
might be with him, which is beſt of all? O / 
Bleſſed be God for the Savour of his ſweet 
Ointments, which drew out your Soul after 
him. Bleſſed be God for his Almighty Spi- 
Tit, which made you fo eagerly and joyfully 
defirous of the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt, But 


to call them. 
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choofe him, but he hath choſen us, He 
hath loved us firft, and hath loved us freely, 
Bebald what Manner of Lovethe Father hath 
beſtowed upon us, that we fhould be called the 
Children of God Is not his Love ſweeter 
than Wine? Is it not better than Life? 
Does it not fweeten a Sick-Bed ? Does it 
not ſweeten the Thoughts of Death ? When 
the Love of God isſhed abroad in the Heart, 
then the bleſſed Soul cries, Welcome Death, 


welcome Fudgment, welcome Eternity : Come 
ſiueet Lord Feſus, come quickly. | 
I rejoice to hear of your Recovery. And 


I rejoice in the Thoughts of that comfort- 
able Entertainment your Saviour gave you 
When the 


w you muſt wait for Chriſt, as the People 
y the Sea- ſide, Luke viii. 40. He will cer - 


Kin y come. He faith, Bobold, I come quickly. 


It 


- 
Py 


the lat "IJ 


And fo 
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He It is but yet a little while, and be that 1 


ely, ¶ Hall come, will come, and will not tarry. Jou 
oath muſt wait for him, and watch for him. 
' the Trim your Lamp, that when you hear the 


eter I joyful Sound, Behold your Bridegroom cometh,, 


you may be ready. 3 ; and the Bride-Chamber. 
Door may ſtand open for you. --- A good: 
Martyr in Scotland going to ſuffer for Chriſt, 
ſaid to his Wife, I will not bid you good Night, 
for we ſha] meet at Supper. It is not long 
er all God's People ſhall be gathered toge- 
ther to him, and ſhall be for ever with ltim.. 
Remember my kind Eove to all my dear 


I nam'd them one by one. Mine and my 
Wife's Love to you. Let us continue to pray 


Spirit, I remain 
Your aſſured Friend in the Lord, 


de ¶ Yeter-Siratford,  Jonn Mason. 


of || Mar. 8; 1676. 
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= LETTER XX; 

. "Dans Friend, 

- JThank you for your Letter, and am * to 
y hear you are ſo well ſettled ; but eſpecially. 
t | of the good Frame of your. Mind, which God: 
8 preſerve for his Glory. I deſire you may ſtili 
J cheriſh Thoughts of your own Mortality. All 


our Meditations and Preparations. are little- 


1 enough: 
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Friends with you, and near you, as duly as if 


for one another. The Lord be with jour 
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than the beſt of the Ways of Sin? When you 
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Þ eb, 23. 1676. 


enough to fit us for a dying Hour. Hold faſt 
what you have receiv'd ; make much of your 
Experiences. Doth not Experience tell you, 
of the Mays of God, are better 


ſee the Abundance and'Glory of the World, 
pray for the Light of Ged'sCountenance, When 
the Soul ſaith, the Lord is my Portion, fit is 
ſatisfied 3; whilſt others, who have their 
Portion in this World, remain unfatisfy d. 

Watch over your Heart and Tongue, and 
Life. Watch againſt Sin; watch unto Du- 
ty ; watch for the Coming of Chriſt, See the 
Lord, ſeek hisStrength, ſeek his Face ever more, 
Be not weary of well-doing,and waiting up- 
on God. ' Remember what you hear, what 


you read, what you pray for; and live ac- 


— The God of Peace be with you, 
My Wife and I ſend our hearty Love to 
you, and your- Brothers, and my Couſin 
Betty. We are in good Health at preſent, 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 

your Brothers profit in Learning, The Lord 
ive every-one of them a Portion of Grace, 
1 you to the Protection, Directi- 


on, and Comforts of the bleſſed God, I reſt 


Your truly loving Friend, 
Water- Stratford, | Joun Mason, 


/ 


LETTER 


I hope 
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LETTER: XXI. 
Dear Friend, c 
Received yours, and ſhould be glad to hear 
where, and in what Condition you now 
are. Want of Jealouſy and Zeal for the great 
Name of God, deſerves to be complained of. 


I am glad it is your Burden ; nevertheleſs 1 


would not have you to be diſcouraged: It is 
2 ſound Concluſion of Divines, That a Chri- 


ftian may be more ſenſibly affefted with outward 
Things, which touched theSenſes, than with ſpi- 
ritual Things ; and yet have a more inward, 
drep, and hearty Concern for Spirituals. He 8 


may have a more radicated Love to God, 

than to any earthly Things; he may have a 
more judicious Hatred of Sin than of any 
Plague; he may have a more ſolid; profound 


Grief for the Diſhonour of God, than for an 


Injury done to his earthly Relations; ; albeit 


he may be under more vehement Paſſions, 
and may ſhed more Tears for Wrongs done 
to his Friends, or for Plagues inflited upon 
his Body, than he doth for ſpiritual Evils. 


Beſides, I am glad Almighty God hath fo far 
enlightened your Mind, to ſee ſo much of the 


Evil of Sin as to be difpleas'd with yourſelf, 


for being no more diſpleas'd at it. It is ſame- 
Argument of Softneſs, when theStone grates 
upon the Fleſh, and makes it bleed, To be 


ſenlible of Hardacks argues that Hardneſs. 
doth 4 
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128. Letters of the late 
doth not prevail. God go on with his 


Work in your Heart, and make all Graces # 
\ abound in you, Wait continually upon your 
God. See the Lord, ſeek, his Strength, ſeek 


Abous all Gettings get 


his Face evermore.. 
Wiſdom ; get Underflandiug, forget it not. 
Let me know how it is with you; and whe- 


ther you have lighted into good Company, 
With our Loves, Ireſt 


Tour loving. Friend, 
Fiater- Stratford, 


Apr. 26. 1677. 


EEE NN JAG os A888 
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Hine and dear Friend, 5 


OD Almighty bleſs you, and keep you, 


and make his Face to ſhine upon you, 

and give you Peace. The Lord lift up the 
Light of his Countenance upon you, and en- 
courage you beyond all Diſcouragements, 
I rejoice to hear of your Care to keep Sab- 


baths; and your Willingneſs rather. to ſuffer: 


for keeping them, than to fin. in breaking 
them. Undoubtedly it is better to ſuffer the 
greateſt Suffering, than to ſin the leaſt Sin. 


 #f we keep Sabbaths. holy, Sabbaths will keep. 


us. holy. Be much in Prayer. Be always 


me 01 Sin, over your Heart, ante 
. Duty, 


Jonx MAsox. 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 129 
Dity, and for the Coming of the Lord. Be 


always in your earthly Calling, or in your 

heavenly Calling, or in ſome Fay that may 
ft you for theſe Callings, Be heartily con- 
nt with that Condition that Divine Provi- 

dence, or your good Parents, ſhall call you 
to. Adorn every State by Religion, and adorn 

Religion in every State, Labour in au Things 

to pleaſe God, that through you God's Name 

may be honour's, and his Ways the better 

thought of, 

I am glad to hear of your Willingneſs to 
depart out of this World. The Rule is, Vi- 
A tam in patientia, mortem in defiderio haben 

dum off, Me muſt be content to live, willing 
io die. I pray God to uſe you whilft you live, 
and not to refuſe you when you come to 
die. I hope you will live to glorify him on 
„ Earth. I beſeech God to preſerve your Bo- 
„ dy and Spirit. 
e 'Tis Saturday, and my Work is upon me, 
-- | which makes me take my Leave of you ſoon- 


er than elfe I ſhould do. I ſhould be glad to 


bear from you, God be with Your Spirit, I 

: py reſt | 

— „5 

0 Mur in Chriſtian ierün, 

hs ol 
Mater- Stratford, Joh Masov, 

$ 11 ³· N 
7 LETTER 
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LET TER XXIII. 

My dear Friend, 

THE Lord love you, and bleſs you, and 
* keep you; and make his Face to ſhine 
upon you, 1 beſeech him. to ftabliſh your 
Heart with Grace, and preſerve you harm- 
leſs and blameleſs unto the Coming of Chriſt 
Cleave unto God with full Purpoſe of Heart, 


Folly, Chriſt is All in All. Live 2b God 
by Faith, live ante him by Obedience. Watch 
and pray, that, you enter not into Temptation, 


God by a faithful Diſcharge of Duties, per- 
ſonal and relative. Be aſſured your Labour 
is not in vain in the Lord, Caſs not away your 
Confidence, which hath great Recompence of 
Reward. 


Mother, who was ill; but removing to-Great 
 Brickhill ſhe found herſelf. better, 1 hope 
God will reſtore her to you all, for his Glory 
and your Comfort. We are al] at preſent in 
une Health, through God's Goodneſs, 
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My Wife and Mrs. M and all your Bro- 


—— 


ſo doth N 
Fat Nur fincere Friend, 
Mater- Stratford, JohN MAsox. 


Ma 16. 16 . 
7 ry LETTER 


Be aſſured that the World is Vanity, Sin is 


Cheriſh good Motions, quench bad. Honour 


J was laft Week at Murſley to fee your 


thers ſend their ſeveral Reſpects to y ou, and. 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 1 13 2 


LETTER XXIV. 


My dear Friend,” 


1 AM glad to hear of your Proficiency in 


the good Ways of God. The further you | 
walk in them the ſweeter you will find WK 
them, and the better you will like them; 
and therefore I beſeech you, for God's Sake, 
and for the Lord Feſus Chrill's ſake, not to 
hearken to the World, the Fleſh, or theDevil, i 
for they would take you off from the pure 
and pleaſant Ways of O. Bleſſed is he that 
watcheth, and happy'is the Man that feareth 
always. Commune with your own Heart ; con- 


ider your latter E nd, Look at Things eternal. 


What is the World to the Soul? The Judge 
is before the Door. Pray continually. Own iſ 


the Subſtantials of Religion, I told you.my 
Mind before we parted in the Cellar- Cham- 


ber ; and my Prayersare for you by Name. 
Heart-work is better than Head-work, It is 


a better Temper to be fervent in Charity than 


in Diſputes. Qwn thelmage ofChriſt, where- 
ever you ſee it; and beg Wiſdom oſ God, | 
who will give it you liberally. Fudge others vp 
with a Judgment of Charity as the Apoſtle 
Paul doth but judge yourſelf with a owe | 


ment Verity and * Spare not a or- 


rup- 


} 
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abounding in the Wort of the Lord. 

My dear Friend, I received your kind ſym- 
pathizing Letter, and thank. you for it. 1 
ſent to you an Anſwer, but it could not find 
vou out; and therefore I ſend: this by your 
Mother, whom I ſaw laſt Week, bleſſed be 
God, finely ſupported.---With mine, my 
ogra Couſin — and your 'Br6thets 
Reſpects to you, I re | . 

8 FF Your aſſured Friend, 


Water- Stratford, | 
July 20. 1677. 


BIGS95 C365 ee ENG 1505 
LETTER XXV. | 


Dear Friend, - 

1 Thank you for your Letter. God hath 
i bleſſed me with a Son; and we all are in 
good Health, God be praiſed. My Brother 
i Hat was ſuddenly taken away, and my Si- 
ſter is left a poor ſorrowful Widow. See the 
Courſe and Faſhion of the World; firſt the 
Birth of a Son, then the Death of a Brother. 
God never changes, never dies. Happy are 
they that have God for their God | they are 
ſure of ſomething, or rather of all. Ja 
Man had the whale World be were ſure of 
5 IO d ; | 1 ge 


*% 


ruption. Slack not a Duty: Be always 


Joun Mason, 


Nev. Mr. John Maſon, 133 
mthing... There is nothing like cloſe Commu- 
won with God, Watching and praying, and 
Peace with God, makes a Man's Life com- 
fortable in deſpite of all the Rage and Fury 
of Earth or Hell. Follow on to know God, 
and you ſhall know him more. The Lord 
fabliſh your Heart with Grace, and give your 
2 further Experience and Liking of his good. 
Ways. . It would be much to my Satisfac-' 
tion to hear of your Proficiency in a Chri/ti-; 
an Way, and that your Saul proſpers. O that 
I may rejoice in the Day of Chriſt upon your 
Account! That I have not run in vain, nor 
labonr”d in vain..,.F wiſh you a good Settle- 
ment, and under a good Maſter. God's holy 
and wiſe Providence take the Care -of you, 
that you may be diſpos'd of to your eternal 
Good. ..... Mine and my Wife's, and Mrs. 
W.....'s Love to you. Your Brothers ſend 


jou their due Reſpects. I am 
Your hearty aſſured Friend, 


Water Stratford, JohN Mason, 
| Oct. IO, 1677. — r 


4 * 5 


— e - 
=. 


8 
: #- i  & 4 * 
k "I. 3 , YO 
* F 8 
3 eras 


— 


Letters of the late 


Ke LETTER XXVI. 
Dear Friend, | 

I Thank you for your Letter. 1 earneſtly 
deſire your Proficiency and Comfort in the 


134 


good Ways of God. A Chriſtian mutt be hun- 


Sled, but never diſcourag 4. The firſt is a 
Duty; ; the ſecond is a Sin. Though the bare 
talking of the Lips tends only to Penury; yet 
talking of God, and of the Things of God, 

from the Heart, i is Part of the Chriſtian Pra- 

Qice, eſpecially among thoſe that are endued 
with a Senſe of Religion. Our Words muſt be 


ſauoury, ſeaſon'd with Salt; tending to Edifica- 


tion ; and ſuch as may minifler Grace to the 
Hearers. 1 
I commend to you ſecret Duties. 4 Chri- 


| flian is what he is between God and his own 


Soul. Go toGod for God; go not from God 


without God: Seek his Fa ace in Chriſt. En- 


deavour for a Senſe of his Favour, and the 


Supply of his Spirit. Vou have the bleſſed 


and moſt worthy Name of Chriſt to ſpeed 


your Requeſts 3 therefore let nothing lie up- 


on your Heart to trouble you, It is not only 


a Suffering but a'Sin, to let any Thing lie 
upon ourHearts to trouble us, when we have 


2 God that bids us ca all tur Care upon him, 
God will deal familiarly with you ; he will 


be all Things to you, if you depend upon 


F pn. 1 Spirit flags or We 2 the 
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Cauſe of this Untowardneſs and Averſeneſs, 
and conclude, it is not well with you till you 
have recovered a chearful, obedient Frame of 
Heart, that you can ſay from yourSoul, Lord, 
whom have I in Heaven but thee ? Wham have 
Tin Earth but thee © © 

Two Things reſolve upon by the Grace of 


God, viz. To judge yourſelf ; and to judge no” 


body elſe. God requires theſe two Things, 
To be ſevere towards yourſelf; and charitable 


— 


toto ards others, This will bring you Comfort. 


Attend to the Vitals and Eſſentials of Religi- 


on; they will nouriſh the Life and Power 


of Godlineſs in your Heart. 
Three Things make a Chriſtian, viz. Re- 


pentance towards God ; Faith in our Lord Feſus 


Chrift ; and fincere and univerſal Obedience. 
Mind theſe three Things, and the God of 


Peace ſhall be with you.---Afſure your- --- 


ſelf, There is ſucha Thing as Religion in the 
Moria, though ſome deride it, and others fally 


pretend to it, There is ſuch-a Thing as Com- 


munion with God.---Seek Comfort in God 
through Chriſt, there it is to be found ; reſt 
not till you have found it, and then your Soul 


will ſay, This is that I would haue; this ſa- 


 tisfies and refreſhes. If a Man hath his Cheſt 
full of Treaſure, what cares he though 
call'd a poor Man; He hugs himſelf; and faith, 
Populus me ſibilat, at mibi plaude. So if a Man 
N Jadg'd a Hypocrite it matters not, ſo long 


he be 
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x, 2 hath the Evidence of hisSincerity in b 
Ban; 2 Teftimony within that He hath plea- 
ed Grd. 4 -- In a great Houſe there are 
rooms and Scullions, yet we ſay, It is mt 
heir Houſe, it is ſuch a Nobleman's Houſe, 
he owns it; ſo there is nota Chriſtian in the 
World but hath vile Slaves lodging within 
him, but Chriſt is Lord of the Houſe, Cor- 
ruption rebels, but Grace reigns. There are 
two Houſes, two Parties, Chriſt's Side and 
the Devil's; and a Conflict between them. 
If it were nat ſo; if it were not for this in- 


were not for this inward Corruption. Well, 
but Quod non placet, id non nocet, If Sin bs 


Chriſt's Side ſhall prevail; - 
TI commend you, my dear Friend: to the 
8 of God, which is able to illuminate 


preferve you to __ . Kingdom. 1 


rel By. 
5 N fo ncere Friend, 


Dee. 155 1677. 


* * 


) 


ward Conflict, Earth would be Heaven; for 
outward Oppoſition would be nothing, if it 


eur Grief and Hatred it ſhall not be our Ruin, 


your Mind, to. govern your Spirit, and to 


© Minors Sixaifard,  - Jonn Magown,. 


LETTER 


Love; any Portion of his Spirit. Thou canſt 


V. 


have not attained to ſuch Perfection and Aſ- 
ſurances as you deſire. It was the Saying of 


an Intereft in Chriſt ; but hath — Chriſt an 


thy to be called a Child of God, But doth not 


v. Mr. John Maden 1 27 
LETTER XXVII. 


My 3 Friedd, — 33 
7 is the Duty of every true Chriſtian to 
give God the Glory of his Grace. Ne. 
can y bleſsGod enough for his Patience,that' 
hath kept us ſo long out of Hell; nor for his 
Mercy, that ſo earneflly invites us to Heaven. 
Is it nothing, that the Lord is continually 
following us with Terms of Peace, and 
Tenders of Mercy, and beſeeching us to be | 
reconciled ? - Say not in your Heart, 
1 have nothing of Chriſi in me, becauſe. ou 


a good Chriſtian, I bleſs Ged. for a goods 
Thought, Bleſs God for any Token of his 


not ſay, Thy Sim are forgiven thee; but canſt 
thou not ſay, They are confeſt; they ars con- 
felt over the Head of the Scape Goat? Dat 
thou heartily confeſs thy Sins unto God, 
with all their Aggravations? O! it i great 
Mercy. Thou canſt not ſay,* Thou B: 


Intereſt in thee ? Hath he not won thine. 
Heart and Affections? O! It is a great Mer - 
cy--- Thou ſayeſt poſſibly, I am not wor- 


God receive and treat thee as a Father? The 
Prodigal ( Lule xv. ) acknowledg'd, He se 
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not worthy to be called a Sen; but yet his Fa- 
ther received him. Again, it may be 


thou complaineſ/t of Sin; but is it with thee as 


it was formerly ? Shouldeſt thou not bleſs 
God for ſome Amendment? If a ſick Man 


be any Thing better'd in hisHealth ( tho' he 


ſtill be very bad, yet) he will tell he Friends, 
File is ſome what better than he was, and he 
bleſſes God for it. Beſides, tho' Sin dwells 
In thee, yet, perhaps, it is the Grief of thy 
Soul: Thou art its Captive, not its Convert, 
As Sin is againſt thy Soul, ſo is not thy Soul 
againſt Sin? If it be thy Grief it ſhall not 
be thy Ruin. 

Again it may be thine Heart i 1s rranbled ; in 
en Hour of Temptation; but haſt thou not 
ſometimes enjoy'd ſweet Peace with God? 
Were not thine earthly Delights vain ? Canſt 
thou not ſay now, O quam ſuave ei iſtis ſua- 
vitatibus carere? One Quarter of an Hours 
Communion with God is worth all the Delights 
in the Merld? Canſt thou not call to Mind 
ſome of God's former Loving - Kindneſſes:? 
Haſt thou not ſometimes taſted and ſeen how 
_ good the Lord is ?---Hhat a Mercy is that / 
. Again, thou art not aſſured of Hea- 
ven, and thou wanteſt an Aſſurance thereef. 
But thou haſt ſuch Hopes of Heaven as 
thou wouldſt not exchange for all the King- 
doms of theWorld ; and ſhouldeft thou not 


bleſs God for that, which is more to thee then 
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all the World? ... Again, Thou finneſt 
through Miſtake or Paſſion. + But cafiſt thou 


find in thine Heart to lin againſt God 1 He 
that is born of God cannot fin ; that is, he 


cannot find in his Heart to fin, becauſe he | 


complaineſt of a dead Heart. But is there not 


ſome Life in thee? Deadnefs ſtands in op- 
poſition to Livelineſs as well as Lise. If. 
thou art dead, that is, not lively, yet bleſs. 


God that thou art not quite dead in Trappaſſis 


and Sins... Again, it may be thou com- 1 
pflaineſt of a hard Heart. But thy Heart is 
not ſo hard, but it feels its Hardneſs, Did 


Pharaoh complain of the Plague of a hard 
Heart? He felt it not; he was allStone. But 
if thy Heart feels its Hardneſs, tis a Sign 


there is ſamething of Fleſh. | Bleſs God for 
Covenant-Mercy, 4 Heart: of Fleſh...... 


that 
Again, it may be the Lord tarrieth or bidath- 
himſelf from thee. But art thou not willing 
to wait upon him, and to wait for him? 


Doſt thou wait under his Table for Crumbs? | 
Doſt thou wait at his Gate for Mercy? Well, 
The Lord is good to them that wait for him, 
Lam. iii. 25. .... Again, it may be thou 


complaineſt, Thou art often aut of Frame, or 
of an uneven « Temper 5 ometinies pray ing, 


ſometimes ſinning, &c. But though thou art 
not always the ſame, yet God is, and Jeſun 
Chriſt is; and therefore it is that we-are nat, Þ 


| ; conſum d.. 


L 


I 
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i confum'd,,.. Again, it may be thou think- © goc 
1] eft thou ſhalt never be able to ſuffer forChrift,, I Ke 
Wi! thy weak Nature ſhrinks and trembles at the Lg 
Wilt Thoughts of it; thou art afraid thou fhalt ra- you 
Will Z#her deny thy Saviour, than thy Name, thy. I anc 
pill Liberty, or thy Life. It is true, if thou: I rup 
Ul! ſhouldft be left to thyſelf, it would beſo; I you 


but God is faithful, and he will not ſuffer thee mii 
to be tempted above what thou art able to bear, | the 
He will not ſend thee into a Wood to fell an | ſpe 
Oak with a Penknife, When he calls thee | 
to the Work thou never didſt, he will give. 1 V. 
thee the Strength thou never had'ſt . Ap 
Again, it may be, then feare/t thou ſhalt fall 1 ** 
away, and ſhalt never hold out to the End. 
But doth not this Fear of thine rather /ecure 
thee than betray thee? Does it not quicken 
thee to Duty, to watch and pray, &c. It 
is a Mercy if it be ſuch a Fear andTrembling 
as thou art working. out thy Salvation by. But || ſo: 
 wherefore doſt thou doubt? Hath God ever on 
fail'd thee at thy need? When the Diſciples ¶ tho 
began to be concern'd about Bread; faith our: ¶ bor 
Saviour, Do ye not remember how many Baſ- dea 
hets full ye took up at ſachaTime? And hoo | pre 
many at ſuch a Time? Are your Hearts. fill an: 
Harden d So ſay I, remember how God | we 
hath comforted you at ſuch a Time, or ſuch a us 
Time, and be not faithleſs but believing. PTY Ter 
The Lord inſpire your Heart with Courage ans 
and Comfort, that you may perſevere in r ble 
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good Ways unto the End. The Lord be your 
Keeper, your Guide, your Portion for ever. 

I ſhall be glad to hear how it fares with 
you, I hope we are not unmindful of one 
another, though there had been an Inter- 
ruption of Epiſtolary Converſe. I ſuppoſe 
you might not receive my laſt Letter, With 


mine, my Wife's, Mrs. Vs, your Bro- 
thers, and Martha's hearty Loves and Re= © 


ſpects, and all good Wiſhes, I reſt _ 

85 Tow: a 6 Friend, 
Water-Stratford, _Jonun Maso. 
April 16, 1678. 
* e eee n 

LETTER 
My dear Friend, 


THOUGH my Time be ſhort, __ * 


could not omit to let you know what 


a Refreſhing it was to my Spirit, to receive 


ſo good a Letter from you: The Lord c 

on his Work effeQually in your Heart. K 
thou haſt Grace, thou haſt a great Charge a- 
bout thee: Satan & his Inſtuiments will en- 


deavour to rob thee of it, but they ſhall not . | 


prevail. Our Life is hid with Chrift in God; 
and when Chriſt who is our Life ſhall appear, 

we ſhall appear with him in Glory. Only let 
us watch and pray, that we do not enter inte 
Temptation. Encourage yourſelf in Chriſt, 
andGod'spraciousPromiſes; as I find you dog 


Nadel be God. Keep cloſe m Stand in 


| awe 


4 

— FA 
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_ - aweof your ownConſcience. Pray conſtantly 
and fervently. Wait upon God continually, 
Abhor the Appearance of Evil, my faithful 
and dear Friend. The Lord keep you 
through his Name, and command his Loy- 
ing-Kindneſs towards you. The Lord en- 
large the Hand of his Bounty towards you. 
The Lord fulfil the good Pleaſure of his 
Goodnefs towards you, and the Work of 
Faith with Power. I hope we ſhall meet 
on Earth ; ifnot onEarth, I hope inHeaven, 
thro' the Riches of F ree- Grace, Grace 
be with your Spirit. 
Take this as ſnatch'd from my urgent 
Occaſions ; and be aſſured of the hearty Af- 
fections and . 
Your loving Friend, 


Witer-Sratford, Johx Masox. 
Dec. 8. 1678. 
0000995000000990999 


LETTER XXIX. 


My offefionate and dear Friend, 
* oblige us by your good and kind 
Letters, and the News you ſend us. I 
you have that ſpecial Gift of God, 
Faith. Now is a Time to exerciſe it. Now 
God's Wrath ſeems to be kindled a little a- 
gainſt the Nation, Bleſſed are all thoſe that 
but d ds in bin. 


. O- 
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O let us lay up for ourſelves a Meh "i 


in Heaven ! O that we were wiſe to make 

Proviſion for our Souls, whilſt we enjoy our 
Lives! That when our Lives ſhall be loſt 
our Souls may be ſafe, and that for ever. 
„What a Mercy is it that we have a God 
to go to? And the Name of Chriſt to go to 
him in? Antichriſt is cruel, but Chrift is 
merciful, Let our Souls fall into the Arms 
of Chriſt, though our Lives ſhould fall into 
the Hands of Antichriſt, O that our Spirits | 


may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Feſus ! 


And that we may meet at laſt in Heaven 1 
„O! pray, pray that he would bleſs, 


ts preſerve and keep you and me, us 
and ours, by the Holy Ghoſt, that we may 
never fail; 


but be faithful unto Death, that 
we may receive a Crown of, Life, _ 

 TheLord manifeſt himſelf unto you in the 
Riches of his Love : and bleſs you abun- 
dantly with all heavenly Favours ! Be encou- 
raged to perſevere inWell-doing, for you ſhall 
reap if you faint not. O let us live by Faith 
till we ſhall live by Sight. Let us walk with 
God till he ſhall oaks us. Mine and my 
Wife's Love to you, Pray for her and me. 
The Lord watch over your Spirit, and charge 
his Providence with you; and command al 


Things to work together for your good. 1 
remain Dur Cas . 
Mater- Stratford, 

"nes 31, ny 


Tons M 2 | 


Bod 
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| L E WA E R XXX, 
My dear Friend, . 

c 1 A M ſenſible of your Lon to us. You 
1 mourn with us, and rejoice with us; and 
J hope you pray for us, and praiſe for us. 
And therefore I muſt needs deſire your tem- 
poral, and eſpecially your eternal Welfare. 
J rejoice in the Hopes of your Stedfaſtneſs in 
Chit. Bleſſed be God who hath: preſerved 
you, and followed you with the Motions of 
His good Spirit. The Lord carry on his 


Work in our Hearts, that we may at laſt 
meet in his Kingdom. Be encourag'd ſtill to 


depend on God. Converſe with him by 


—— Meditation, and Prayer. If any de- 


ſpiſe the good Ways of God, I truſt you can 


| jul ſtify them by your own Experience. God's 


ork ĩs Wages, and in keeping his Command- 
ments there is great Reward, Go on( my dear 
and faithful Friend) go on in the "hn of 
God. Follow after Riphteoufaeſs, Holineſs, 
Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs, 
after farther Meaſures of Grace, and more 
intimateAcquaintance andCommunion with 
. The Way of the Lord is Siren oth 
o the Upright. The farther a Man walks in 
the good Ways of God, the better he will 
find them. Let us live dy Faith, till we ſhall 
live by Sight. Let us breathe by Prayer, till 


we breathe out our * into Chriſt's Bo- 


ſom. 


Labour 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 148 


ſom. . Say, we are weak (as it is moſt 
true 3) our Gon will ſtrengthen us. A Chri- 
ſtian cannot keep himſelf, but he is kept I 
the Power of God, through Faith unto Salva- 
tion . Therefore we muſt commit our. 
Souls to God's Keeping, and derive Supplies 
of Strength from Jeſus Chriſt. O that we 
might daily receive of his Fulneſs, even Gree. 
for Grace | When Satan tempts, or the 
World tempts, fly to Chriſt, and he will 
of ſuccour. If your Heart be dead, go to 
bis Chriſt, and he will quicken it. 

laſt I commend you to Chriſt in my Prayers 5 * 
| to | Icommend Chriſt to you in my Letters, . 
by Chhriſt is All in All, Becauſe I live (faith he) 
de- ye Hall live alſo. Chriſt ſweetensLife, Death, 
ran the Grave, Reſurrection, Judgment, Hea- 
d's ven, Eternity: Chriſt ſweetens all.... 
:d- you not love a Man when you ſee ( aliquid 

car | Chriſti) ſomething of Chriſt in him? Na | 
1of you not love a Book when you read ſome- : 
%, thing of Chriſt in it? Are not the Ordi- 
zur | nances dear to you, becauſe Chriſt is to be 
"re | ſeen through theſe Lattices? And do you not 
ith love Chriftian Aſſemblies, becauſe 223 
:th walks in the Midſt of the golden Candleflicks ? 
in My Dear Friend, J hope you truly belong 
il to Cbriſt, and will one Day ſee his Face with 
all Joy. He is our Prieſt, he is our Surety, he 
till is our Advocate at the right Hand of the 


o- F e a let us prize * 5 and rae him 
m. 0 to 
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to Eternity. gte To the Lord's almighty 
Protection, and maſt gracious 'E wo, 1 


commit you, remaining 
VNVur aſſured faithful Friend, 


Water-Siratford, | Jokx Mazon, 
Sept. 12. 1679. : 


8858 25 8880 8805 N SAT 


LETTER XXXI. 


Ay very affe&ionate, and very dear Friend, 
I HOP E there is an indiſſoluble Knot be- 
tween us that neither Silence nor Diſtance 
can break in Pieces; I mean the Unity of the 
Spirit; which will out · ſtand all carnal Alli- 


ances, founded in Blood or Marriage; and all 
temporary Confederacies grounded upon In- 


tereſt or Temper. Time often breaks the 
las, and Death 1 the firfl. of theſe 
Ties and Communications. But ſpiritual 
Friendſhip grows by Time, and is perfected 
by Death; it laſts and holds for ever. The 
T'ime comes when there will be no Friend- 
| Hip but ſpiritual Friendſhip. When Eve 
awoke out of Adam's Side, how was he joyed 
in her? This is Bont of my Bone, & c. But 
. when they had ſinned he bittotly accuſed her 


at the Bar of God. Such will the End be of 


all that jocund Friendſhip of all unregene- 


rate Allies; they will be divided at the Bar 
of God, and no otherwiſe united, than as 


Tares 


” 
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Tares are in the ſame Bundle, whoſe Near- 
neſs does but help to conſume one another. 

But, I hope, my dear Friend, we are one 
Spirit in Chriſt forever; I hope we are met 
in him thro' Grace; ſhall meet with him 
in the Clouds; 
in Heaven. In the mean Time I condemn 
and abhor myſelf, that when Divine Provis 
donce gave me a long wiſh'd for Opportunity 


of ſeeing your Face, I was no more inward 
and that J ſo fooliſhly loſt the 
Advantage I then had of conſulting and far- h 
thering your ſpiritual Eſtate. | 
Jam there was ſo little of Heaven, - 
ſo moth of Earthlineſs and Carnality in my 
And this I write 


with you; 


Sorry 


Converſatjon with you. 
with Grief and Shame.” How often have my 


- Bowels yearned towards your Soul; that I 


have thought, O that you were but near me, 
or by me O that we had but an Opportunity 
of diſcourſing together of Thinks pertaining to 


the Kingdom of Gd! I had an Opportu- 
nity; I fay, I had an Opportunity. 
it is gone, it is gone! and whether I ſhall” 


But 


ever have the like again, I know not. 'The 
Lord forgive me. | Though I have not 


been my Brother's Keeper, yet I will com- 
mit my Brother to that God, who is able 
to keep him from this preſent evil Warld ; 
and from every evil Work, unto Life ecet- 
nal. 2 The Lord, by his Spirit, breathe 
| - Q 2 into 


2 


and ſhall be ever with him 
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into you better Meditations than I could ih the 
libly have ſuggeſted, I ſhould have ſpoken I apf 
to you; but yet I may ſpeak for you, and you the 
for me, to that God who is with us both at ber 
the ſame Time; and who can bleſs us both W 
out of the Riches of his Grace and Goodneſs | Hi 


in Tejus Chrift. In whom Jam, 1 
Dear Sir. 
Dur affectionate” Friend, Hi 
that har for your everlalting Happineſs, gr 
Water-Stratford, da 
Feb. 9. 1679,80. . Joum Mason. bi 
Wi 

. FFF 
(© 
LE-T- TAR. EXXIL Hh 
"th 
To the Jane. | 855 G 
| | FF ch 
My dear Bran, | D 
obe J received not till about a Fort- I H 


night ago, for it Jodg'd at Mur ſley. I be 

am not unmiadful of you, I counſel you to fo 

* fanQify Sabbaths. Remember to keep holy I#, 

the Sabbath, & that will be a Means to keep 5 3 
you holy.” And pray continually, Wieſlle 

with God for the Pardon of yourSins, Con- | 

fes them over the Head of theScape- Goat, Je- I 

Wt ſas Chriſt. Beg for the Spirit of Application, 
that you may apply Chrift to yourſelf; ap- 

pl y * when you hear them, em, 
| them. | 


_ 
den 


ou 
at 
th 
els 
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applied, — Providences do us good when 
they are applyꝰd. The Lord teach us ſo to num- I 
ber our Days, as we may apply our Hearts to 
Wiſdom! And ſo to hear as we may apply ou. 
Hearts'to the. Fractiee and Obedience of the = 
Word f [ 

I pray God carry on his Work. in your 
Heart, that you may grow in Grace as you 


grow in Years. O / that in theſe dark and 


— 


20 S 


Wet 4 Love to you. 'T reſt: 9 


dangerous Days, we may fly to our God to 
hide us, cry to our God to help us; and he 
will be a preſent Help in the Time ef "Trouble. 

I ſhould be glad to hear any Time from 
you of the Caſe of your Soul. Have a fpe- 
cial Care of that, We muſt ſhortly put of 
theſe Tabernacles ;. our Souls will return to 
God for their Sentence. O that we may be | 
changed by Grace, before we arechanged by | 
Death! I hope we ſhall meet in out Pacher 8 
Houſe where are many Manſins. The Lord 
be your Guide, your Keeper, and your Com- | 
forter. Mine, and my Wife's an aft 


2 wean. Friend, 


Water-Stratford. J or oun Mazox. 
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LETTER XXXIIL 


To ne Jos. | 


FI Friend: 
AS Sweats are good for a Man's Body, if 
a Man comes well out of them ; fo 
Afflictions are good for the Soul, if a Man 


: come well out of them. I wiſh you may 


come out of your Sickneſs, and that you 
may come well out of it. It is good for you 


that you have been affiifted, if you can ſay, 1 


Bleſs the Lord, I ſee the Vanity of the World, 

he Uncertainty ef the World, ond the Approach 
of Judgment. It is good for you that you 
have been afflicted, if you have been taught 


dy it, that Chrift is beſt, and Sin is worfl, O 


Ver the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, to 


"waſh away my Sins, and to deliver me from 


the Frath to come. You come well out of 
your Afflictions, if you are more ſerious, 
more cautious, and more circumſpect; more 
watchful and pray erful, more n and 


1 heavenly- minded. 


Death is a good Debt, ad muſt be paid. 
The Clouds return after the Nn. O prepare 


carefully for your latter End. What Time 


Jou have to ſpare from your worldly Occaſi- 
' ons, ſpend it in your Souls Concernments. 
Accuſtom yourfelf to Prayer, to good. 


Tboughts, ta reading of god Books, * 


* 


Re Mr. John Maſon. 1 T 51 1 


ally God's Book. Labour to be what all wiſh 


als had been when they come to die. Conſider, 
and think of the beſt "Things, and keep the 
beſt Company. . In every Thing aim at 
God's Glory, and your eternal Salvation... 
As we have lived under one Roof together, I 
deſire we may live in our heavenly Father's 
Houſe together; and be for ever with the 
Lord, No more, but hearty Love from 
Your loving Friend, 


Nur fly Ions Mazos. 


July 11. 1683. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


= Me. Jobn Mead. __ 
Dear Friend, 


THE Lord be ih you 1. Tbe Lord | | 


ſhine upon you in the Face of Chriſt. 
O ſeek the Face and Favour of God. He 


that findeth Chriſt findeth Life; be finden 8 
the ſweeteſt of all Bleſſings; he: findeth the 4 
Pearl of greateſt Price. Chriſt is the Lamb of | 


God that ta eth away the Sin of the World, 
Sin will find us out, 1 Chriſt do not hide us. 
But he ſpreads his Wing, and calls to us to 


come under it, The Lord bring you under 
the Wing ofChriſt ! under Covenant Protec- 


tion, my dear Friend, that your Soul may be 
Jaued in the Day of ths LK Feſus, + Bes | 
a | 
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Beg not only Pardon but Purity of Heart, 


deſire a new Nature, that you may ſerve the 
Lord in Newneſs of Life, Watch and pray a- 


gainſt Sin; and every Night examine your- 


felf how you have ſpend the Day. Bleſs the 
Lord for what Good he hath enabled you 
to do, and confeſs,, and be humbled if. you 
have thought, or ſpoke, or done any Evil. 

Walk as in the Sight of God, ſpeak as in the 
Hearing of God ; do all Things: as in hisPre- 
fence, who is our Judge, 


I commend you to the :akoite Los of 5 


_ God, and reſt 
r > 


Jan. 26. 
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75 the ſame. 


Your loving Friend, 
FF Joux Masox. 


Dear Friend, 


4 Deſire your Happineſs in all Reſpeds, and 


that that God who gives you Health and 
Strength for your earthly Calling, may en- 
able you for the Duties of your heavenly 
Calling; and that whilſt your Hand is in 
the World, your Heart may be in Heaven. 
Ihope you do conſcientiouſſy obſerve God's 


Sabbaths, and delight in hisOcdinances. And 


that you experience the ſweeetneſs of Com- 


Wil union nn his Servicewhich 


.% 


— 
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is perfect Freedom. I deſire that you may 
continue in well- doing, that you may be 


faithful to the Death, that you may receive 
z Crown of Life, 7 keep a Conſcience void of 
Ofence, muſt be your daily Exerciſe, and it 
ſhall be your daily Comfort, _ 

I hope you viſit the Throne Gr Aly. 
and find Prayer to be your chief Delight, and 


the beſt of your Fare. Confeſs- what you 


find amiſs in yourſelf. Beg Pardon and San- 
Qihcation, Endeavour to walk cloſely with 


God. ... There is nothing like cloſe Com- 


munion, and cloſe Walking with God. 
3 I ſhould be glad to hear of your 
Soul's Proſperity. Tho' I ſeldom write to 
you, you are not out of my Heart, nor out 
af my Prayers. My Service to your Wa 
Brother William, of whaſe Recovery I long 
to hear, and to your Brother Samuel, to 
whom [ thought to write, but at preſent 
wantOpportunity.., The Lord Jeſus be with 
you In him Jam 
Your faithful Friend, 


Dec. 7. Jon Magon. 
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> "Fl ee. 
My loving Friend, _ 
* 08e Condition puts me in Mind of 2 
Speech of Jacob. . And now 1 muſt. 
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provide for mine own Houſe alſo, I deſire the 


Lord may dwell in your Heart and in your 
The Patriarchs were wont, where 


Houſe. 
they piteh'd, there to rear Altar; 


never ac- 


counting themſelves ſettled till t e Worſhip 


of God was ſettled among them. 

My Friend, /f the Son make you free, then 
are you free indeed ; and where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is Liberty. I hope you 
are in Chriſt, and have the Fiel of Chriſt 
dwelling in you... Then are you free from 
the Law of Sin and Death, 

I defire your Houſe may be a Bethe}, not 
a Bethaven, a Houſe of God, and not a 
Houſe of Vanity. I defire that Prayers and 
Praiſes may there be aſcending, and Mercies 


and. Bleſſings deſcending. He that provideth 


not for the Bodies of his Family is worfe than 
an Infidel ; he that provideth only for theBo- 
dies of his Family-is no better than an Infidel. 
You will ſee that all that are within your 
Gates keep holy the Sabbath Days, That will 
make happy Week Days... The Lord bleſs 
you in your Sou), and in your Body, i in your 

Perſon, and in your Family; in your Bazket, 
and in your Store; in your going out, and. in 
your coming in, from this Time forth, and for 
evermore. Amen. 


The Lord keep your dart * keep or 
Houſe ! ] beſeech him to follow you ever 


with the powerful Motions of his Spirit,and 
YE 


even ready to 2 with che Earnefineſs of . 
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to keep you by his Almighty Power through 


Faith unto Saluation.”* Mine, and my Wite's 
Love to you, your Brothers and all' F riends. 


4 deſire your Prayers“ and remain 
Tour Jann ful Friend, 
—.. . 
Juan. 6. 1688. | 
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ALetter wrote by the Rev. Mr. John Maſon; 


1% Mr. Anthony Holmes, on the Death of | 


bis beloved 8 Mer, Ars. Hannah Wyat. i 


Tuer is no Neceſſity, my dear Bro- 


ther, that we ſhould, like Niobe, 
weep ourſelves into Marble, for the Lok * 
our Friends. Some have ane the old 


Cuſtom of the Thracians, who celebrated 


their Nativities with Mournings, but their 
Funerals with Feafts of Joy. And for- us, 
who, by the Light of the Goſpel, have an 
Inſight into, — a Proſpect of Heaven; for 
us, I ſay, to mourn. beyond Meaſure for the 
Loſs of our Friends, is certainly. very unbe- 


coming; eſpecially for ſuch as did not lie 
groveling on the Earth, void of heavenly 


Things; but, on the contrary, ſo breath'd 
Piety, and reliſh'd Heaven, that they were 


their 


| 


—— — 
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their Deſires, and thi Ardency of their 
ay tau f 

And ſuch a one was laren Sitter, who 
was ſo enamour'd with the better Things 
of the other World, that nothing below 
could attract her Delires, At. is not the 


Sharpneſs of her Wit, the Comelineſs of her 


Perſon, the Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition,nor 

the reſt of thoſe moral Vertues which I fo 

much admir'd in her; but it is her won- 

drous Piety, her lively Faith in her Jeſus 

(hom ſhe lov'd, . worſhip'd, nay, was al- 

moſt ready to die for love of ) that I would 
„ 

She told me a little ka hor Death, 1 
love you all dearly, but my Jeſus ( which 
Word ſhe expreſſed with a wonderful Em- 
phaſis) is infinitely dearer than you all, She 
could have had Patience to have lived, but 
to die was her great Deſire; well knowing, 
that that would be a Paſſage to the full and 
eternal Fruition of her much deſired Jeſus. 
None ever feared Death more than ſhe defir'd 


it: Nay, fo vehement was her rejoicing at 


the Hopes of her approaching Change, that I 
could not but be extremely affected with it 
and a Partaker of it too. When I ſaw her 


juſt on the Confines of the heavenly King- 
dom, as it were on the "Threſhold a a bleſ- 
ſed Eternity, I wasalmoſt overwhelm'd with 


But 


1 Exceſs of * Joy, 


I Rev. M.. Tohn Maſon. 1 


But whither is ſhe gone? In whatstation is 
our Siſter (no longer in the Fleſh, but in the 
Lord) now placed? She is not a Sbadow, but 
a Star; no longer a Widow, but married to 
her Lord, to whom ſhe was bettoth'd. This 
ſne expreſſed : a little before her Death. When 
ſhe received a moſt affectionate Letter from 
a certainFriend( who was almoſt dead to hear 
of her IIlneſs, and earneſtly defired her 


Health) I aſk'd her Sentiments of theLetter 5 


her Anſwer was, Tam obliged to any one who 
wiſhes me Health, or any good Thing, but O ! 
my Feſus, my Feſus ; ; proteſting then, that 
ſhe long'd for nothing more than to — 
her beloved Jeſus. I | 
And now the bleſſed Time is come, Now 
ſhe Tejoices in her. Jeſus, and ſhall'do ſo to 


eternal Ages. A bleſſed Sabbath hath ſhined 


on her, which ſhall never be darken'd with 


an Evening, 
This puts me in Mind of another Thing, 4 


It was on the Lord's Day that our beloved 
Siſter departed from us to her Lord! As Lor 
Chief Fuſtice Hale died on Chri inmas Day, 
which he us'd to obſerve with great Solem- 
nity ; ſo that Day bleſſed this holy Wo- 
man, which ſhe 4 U wont to obſerve with 
admirable Strictnęefs. She prefer*d one Sab- 


bath before a thouſand Week Days. I will 
ſpeak a great Word. I verily believe I never 


took more Pains to make a Sermon, thanſhe - 
P * 


did 5 
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1 gidto apply it to her Heart; and as in a Ca- 
VFbinet, to treaſure it in her, Breaſt. 

This her wonderful Piety I could not but 
admire whilſt the liv'd ; and — ſhe be dead, 
the Remembrance of that dies not. This [ 
deſign'd to have ſpread abroad, that others 
might be mov'd with a holy Emulation of 
ſo pious an Example. Yet ſhe (ſuch was 
ker Modeſty) would by noMeans permit it to 
be done in the Pulpit. For after I had heard 
that ſhe had forbid all Manner of publick Pa- 
negyrics, I defired that ſhe would, at leaſt, 


her Humility overcame myImportunity. But 
O let not ſo ſplendid an Example ever ſlide 
out of ourBreafts! Let this ſo excellent & glo- 
rious aSpecimen of Piety, which we have ſeen 
in her, live, increaſe, and flouriſh among us. 

As to what pertains to youl my dear Brother) 
it muſt needs be grievous to bear the Loſs of 
ſo loving and ſo beloved a Woman. Even in 
her laſt and greateſt Extremity, her Affection 
for you cool'd not at all. In this Manner 


how ] love that Brother ! But there is noNeed 


of Arguments to prove this, which was ſo 
evident thro' the whole Courſe of her Life. 
She lov'd you as a Brother, took Care of you 


Place of a Mother to you. 
But wherefore do I write this ? Not toin- 
3 creaſe 


give me Leave to ſay ſomething of her; z- but 


ſhe cried out, Oh my dear Anthony / 0, 


as a Mother; nay, and long ſupply'd_ Te 


Rev: Mr. John Math, 


creaſe your Grief, but for the Sake of I 


precious Soul, I am well aſſured how ch 


ſhe lov'd it, How many were her Defires * 


and' Cares, and Sollicitudes, her Prayers and 


Tears upon your Soul's Account. She wiſh'd 


you all Happineſs as to your bodily Health, 
in your Marriage, in your Trade, in all your 


Affairs; but her greateſt Care was ſor your 


Soul. Love yourſelf as ſne loved you. En- 


deavour, with all your enn to imitate 
and follow her. 

She had a ſerious Mind, and a heavenly 
Breaſt. She was taken up with divine Things. 
Her Heart was in Heaven, while her Buſi- 
neſs confin'd her to Earth. She was frugal, 
and yet liberal. In her TemperMeekneſs was 


join'd with Fortitude, In her Practice ſhe 


was induſtrious; but not covetous ; ingenious, 
but not malepert; comely, and yet chaſte ; 
prais'd abroad, yet humble. at home. She 
had great Reverence for the higher Powers, 
and gave preat Deference to the Diznities of 4 
the Church. Againſt our Superiors. ſhe e- 
ſteem'd it a Crime even to whiſper ; yet 
made herfſelf equal even to herInferiors. ow | 


many are the Poor, and Sick, and Maim 
that ſhe hath helped? So that ſhe might 4 


ly have been term'd W of the Enę- 
lib Church. She dy'd to herſelf, that the 


might live to others. She was conſtant in 
. 3a rr of theSabbath, She 
4 „ lou'd 
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lov'd the Word of God, and reverenc'd his I. | La 

mage in his Saints. To thoſe ſhe was a con- | isn 

ſtant Companĩön, and delighted in their Com- nui 
pany, tho? they were by others term'd the Pla 
Scum of the World. She prefer'd a Dram | anc 
of Grace before the Riches of both Indies; | pre 

yet ceas'd not endeavouring after all the | diff 

Links of the golden Chain. She liv'd in I M. 

Faith, and dy'd in Faith, and by Faith ſhe inc 

fled to Chriſt, as to an Altar, whom ſhe juſtly to 

eſteem'd theBeginning andEnd of her — Or 
tion. And, finally, hence aroſe her Tri- app 

umphs over the infernal Powers, and the 
Horrible Pomp of Death. .... Behold her 

Faith, my dear Brother, and imitate it as fat 

as you can. 

Let this ſuffice at preſent to be 0 of our 
deareſt Siſter, by os 


_ Your in Brother, 


Water-Stratford, JohN Magon, 
Aug. 17. n, | 


N. B. Tho? the Letter from whence this 
ut is tranſcrib'd, was not wrote in the Au- 
Will thor's own Hand (as the reſt ) yet, from the 
pious Spirit it breathes, and the good Hand 
from whence it came ( viz, Mr, Thomas 


— Holmes, the own Brother of that excellent 
Lady, 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 162 


: Lady, whoſe Character it contains, and who 


is now living ) I cannot but think it is ge- 
nuine. However, there being in many 
Places of it plain Marks of the Latin Idiom, 
and in ſome a Flatneſs and Stiffneſs of Ex- 
preflion, unnatural to an Original, and very 


different from the Life, Eaſe, and Vigour of 


Mr. Aa ſon's Engliſh Epiſtolary Stile, Iam 
inclin'd for theſe, and ſome other Reaſons, 


to think that it is a Tranſlation from a Latin 


Original, which, if extant, pethaps, would 
appear much more gant, 
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to be ſold by J. Edwards 
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Effectual Calling: Wherein the Work 


opened according to the Scriptures, ſome 
Things required by our late Divines, as ne- 


true cloſing with Chriſt which have cauſed 
and do ſtill cauſe: much Trouble to ſome ſe- 
rious Chriſtians, are with due Reſpects to 
thoſe worthy Men bro't to the Ballance of 
the Sanctuary, there weighed, and accord- 
ingly judged. By Giles Firmin, 


THE Almoſt Chriſtian diſcovered : Or 
the Falſe Profeſſor tried and caſt. Being 
the Subſtance of ſeven Sermons. The Sin 
teenth Edition. By Matthew Acad. 


Tur. Pſalms of David, imitated in os.” 
guage of the New-Teſtament, and 


1 3 to 2 Chriſtian State and Worſhip. 
1 Re Fifteenth Edition. 1 1. Watts. D. D. 
1 Immanuel 


\ 
\ 


The following Books are 


Tar Real Chriſtian, or a Treatiſe of 
of God in drawing the Soul to Chriſt, being 


ceſſary to a right Prepararion for Chriſt and 


"Books fold 7 Edwards. 


IMM manuel: Or a Be of true Reli- 


gion, as it imports a living Principle in 


the Minds of Men : Grounded uponChriſt's 


Diſcourſe with the Samaritaneſs. By S. 8. 
Tur Dodrine of Predeftination untoLife 


explained and vindicated, in four Ser- 


mons; preached to the Church of Chriſt 
meeting in Brattle-ftreet, and publiſh'd at 
their general Deſire ; with ſome additional 


Paſlages andQuotations. * Cooper. 


WO Diſcourſes: The firſt of preaching 

Chriſt : The ſecond of experimental 
preaching, By the late Rev. Mr. F. Fen- 
zings. With aPreface by the Rev. Dr. Matis. 
To which is added, a Letter concerning the 
moſt uſeful Way of Preaching: By the late 
Rev. and Celebrated Dr. Auguſtus Harmanus 
Frank ; Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univer- 
ſity of Hall i in Saxony; Paſtor of a Church 


and Director of the charitable Contributions 


there. T he fourth Edition. Wk f 
Tur Pilgrim's Progreſs from this World . 


to that which is to come: Delivered 


under the Similitude of a Dream: Wherein 
is diſcovered the Manner of his ſetting out, 


his dangerogs Journey, and ſafe Arrival at 


the deſired Country. By Folm Bones. 4 
The tenty--ifth Edition. Fo. AN 


1 fold by > 6 1 Falwards. * 


Ab Ne bid 20 to the Engliſh — 

being a Spelling-Book in two Parts. 
The firſt conſiſting of Tables of Words from 
one to ſeven Syllables, diſpoſed in a natural 
and eaſy Order for Children to learn to ſpell 
by. The ſecond being Obſervations on the 
Sounds of Letters, Conſonants, Vowels and 
Diptkongs : Directions for the true dividing 
of Syllables, the Uſe of Capital Letters, 
Stops, Marks, and various other uſeful Ta- 
bles, for the Uſe of thoſe who have attain- 
ed to a riper Judgment. The Third Edi- 


tion. By N. Bailey, © 3] DE 65 
Tux Benefits. of a A & the Milſchieſs 


1 of an evil Conſcience ; being fourteen. 
Sermons : By Benjamin Wadſworth, 


A Plain Diſcourſe on vain Tho'ts which 
i" are great Hindrances of Men's being 
.. ſaved. By Nehemiah Malter. T 


Captive bound in Chains, made free by 

Chriſt their Surety: Or, the Miſery of 
| graceleſs Sinners, and their Recovery by 
Chriſt their Saviour. By T. Doolittel. 
* HE pleaſant and profitable Companion; 3 
being a Collection of ingenious & pro- 
fitable Hiftories, with ſuitable Applications 
or. Morals for inſtructing - 1 Mind and en- 
ii " cquraging Virtue, = 
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